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    Welcome, 
 

  

To the AGFS art departments parent guide to supporting your student through their GCSE art course. 

 This booklet has been produced to help support you in understanding how to support your student artist 

achieve within the subject and gain further independence in understanding their strengths and areas to 

develop as they discover their own artistic pathway. 

Whilst I always hope that student artists continue with their passion for studying the visual arts into into 6th 

form and beyond, your support at home will be vital in ensuring that whichever next steps your student 

artists wishes to take, that their art grade will support and enhance their ‘next step’ opportunities.  

Therefore use this to help you understand what is necessary to achieve this during the demanding two year 

course, along with quickly knowing where to access resources, websites and galleries to further promote 

student artists independence and ability to discover themselves artistically. 

Thank you for taking the time to read through and use this booklet and for your continued support with your 

student artist and the art department’s vision in ensuring all student artists become highly skilled and 

informed, independent visual creative. 

Best wishes,  

Mr Pitt, Head of Art, AGFS. November 2018 

 



 

  
COURSE OUTLINE:

COURSEWORK = 60% OF OVERALL GRADE: 

 Delivered from September of year 10 until January of year 11 

 Comprises of sketchbooks and larger scale prep work and final pieces from the two years put forward for assessment 

and moderation 

 Year 10 is about experimenting with materials and techniques and finding areas of interest by the student artist along 

with looking at a wider r ange of artists 

 Year 11 is about selecting the best of  their visual, written and research from the two years to make a skilful and  

coherent body of work which supports a series of final  larger pieces 

 4 projects delivered within the coursework stage, comprising of two mock exams (10 hours each) to create refined and 

developed final pieces 

 

EXTERNAL EXAM = 40% OF OVERALL GRADE: 

 Externally set exam theme from exam board released in first weeks of January of year 11 

 Students work independently on exam theme focusing on areas of strength within the coursework period 

 9 weeks of preparation time working in sketchbooks and larger prep work 

 10 hour exam over two days to create final piece/s. No more time to do prep during or after work  final exam takes 

place 

 



 

 

  

WHAT GETS ASSESSED? 

AO1- Develop ideas using artist research: 

 Look at a range of artists who inspire their ideas 

 Document this in sketchbook through image of artists work, student copy of work, students own writing to show research 

on why artist made the work- NOT TO BE JUST COPIED OFF INTERNET 

 Use the artists skills/ materials/ content to develop own ideas further and refine them 

AO2- Experiment with materials: 

 Try your ideas in a wide range of materials 

 Practice favoured materials further and in different ways/ scale/ in combination with other materials 

 Refine your work as you practice further with materials, ensuring that these improve in quality of observation/ line/ tone/ 

colour 

AO3- Record from observations: 

 Use drawing, painting, photography, sculpture to show how well you can observe and see details 

 Write about your work/ other artists and your ideas and how they progress through annotations in your sketchbook 

 ENSURE you have some good quality observational drawing in your book even if you end up using other materials  

AO4- Produce a personal final outcome: 

 Final pieces which relate to all your prep work and artists studied 

 High quality work which reflects sustained focus and high skill being used to create and realise your own idea 
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With 2018 results being the first year of 1-9 in GCSE art, this year student artists have the 

advantage of knowing what was expected by the exam board to achieve different number 

scores last year. 

However it is always precarious to work exactly to these scores due to them often changing 

year on year, however it is a useful guide to go by. 

The above table shows which level certain number scores out of a total of 72, would be 

awarded for each paper (01 being coursework/ 02 being external exam) . 

Student artists will receive number scores for their coursework a month prior and then after 

the hand in date in January in order to revise areas of weakness. 

It is worth remembering that paper 01 (coursework) has a heavier weighting compared to 

the exam as it is worth 60% of the overall grade, but both units of work should be treated 

with the same level of quality and focus by student artists. 

       2018   Grade   Boundaries 



 

  

ART SHOPS 
A few local, London and online retailers of art materials:  

ATLANTIS ARTS- Brick Lane, London  

CASS ARTS- Various locations around London 

THE WORKS- Powis St, Woolwich 

POUND STORES- various locations 

HOBBYCRAFT- Greenwich Shopping park 

INTAGLIO PRINTMAKER- Printmaking supplies 

Seawhite.co.uk- online art resources 

Cowling & Wilcox- Camberwell 

Snapmad.com- cheap online digital printing 

Tiranti.co.uk- sculpture materials 

USEFUL WESBITES ARTIST    RESEARCH: 
http://www.studentartguide.com- site which helps with all assessment areas 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art - BBC site which outlines course well 
 
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms terminology used in art explained 
 
https://www.artsy.net/ 
 
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project  
 
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/a-z        A-Z of artists within Tate 
 
www.artdaily.org - up to date art news 
 
www.booooooom.com- blog about contemporary artists, designers and sculptors 
 
https://www.behance.net/galleries Wide range of artists, designers, photographers 
working currently. 
 
https://www.itsnicethat.com/features Wide range of artists, designers, 
photographers working currently. 
 
https://www.digitalartsonline.co.uk/   for all things digital 
 
https://mymodernmet.com/   Wide range of artists, designers, photographers 
working currently. 
 
 

GOOGLE SEARCH- When searching for artists by name, aim to find 
their own website for biography, interviews and their portfolio to see 
what other work they produce. Also look for gallery websites who 
represent the artists. In addition, searches for video interviews of the 
artist may help gain further insights about them which you can then 
use in your own words within your research 
 
 
 
 
 

PAST EXAM PAPERS: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-

papers.html 

http://www.studentartguide.com-/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms
https://www.artsy.net/
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/a-z
http://www.artdaily.org/
http://www.booooooom.com-/
https://www.behance.net/galleries
https://www.itsnicethat.com/features
https://www.digitalartsonline.co.uk/
https://mymodernmet.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html


 

 LONDON GALLERies 
Below is a list of some great local and central London galleries, often 

with free galleries/ exhibitions. Check their sites before going to make 

sure when they are open. There Are loads of others locally/ in London, 

just check: http://www.newexhibitions.com 

ARTHOUSE– 140 Lewisham Way, Lewisham.  (53 BUS). 

APT GALLERY - 6 Creekside, London SE8 4SA (53 BUS) 

SOUTH LONDON GALLERY - 65 Peckham Rd, Peckham. (177 BUS). 

NATIONAL / NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY - Trafalgar Square.  

HAYWARD GALLERY - Belvedere Rd, SE1 8XX ( train to waterloo) 

JERWOOD SPACE - 171 Union St, SE1 0LN.  (train to waterloo). 

TATE MODERN - Bankside, SE1 9TG. (Waterloo/waterloo east station Or 

Southwark underground).  

TATE BRITAIN - Millbank, SW1P 4RG. (Pimlico underground station).  

CORK STREET - Numerous small galleries, all free. Go after Monday to 

ensure galleries are open. ( Green Park Underground) 

SHOREDITCH- lots of independent galleries. Private views on first Thursday 

of Month 

SAATCHI GALLERY- Duke Of York's HQ, King's Rd, London SW3 

4RY (Sloane square underground)  

SOMERSET HOUSE- Strand, London WC2R 1LA (CHARING CROSS) 

THAMESIDE STUDIOS- Harrington Way, Woolwich, London SE18 

5NR 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY GALLERIES: 
 

 ATLAS GALLERY: 
49 Dorset Street, London, W1U 7NF   http://www.atlasgallery.com 

 PROUD GALLERIES: 
5 Buckingham Street, London & ‘Stables Market’ Camden High St, 

London. http://www.proud.co.uk 

 PHOTOGRAPHERS GALLERY: 
16-18 Ramilies Street, London, W1F 7LW.             

http://www.photonet.org.uk 

 PHOTOFUSION: 
17A Electric Avenue, London, SW9 8LA   

http://www.photofusion.org 

 HAMILTONS GALLERY: 
13 Carlos Place, London, w1k 2eu          

http://www.hamiltonsgallery.com 

 DIEMAR/NOBLE PHOTOGRAPHY: 
66/67 Wells Street, London, W1T 3PY     

http://www.diemarnoblephotography.com 

 HOST: 
1-5 Honduras Street, London EC1 OTH    http://www.foto8.com 

 VIEWFINDER GALLERY: 
Peyton Place, Greenwich, London SE10 8RS      

http://www.viewfinder.org.uk 

 MICHAEL HOPPEN GALLERY: 
3 Jubilee Place, London SW3 3TD.        

http://www.michaelhoppengallery.com 

* take a sketchbook to draw work, ask to 

take photos if possible and make notes of 

artists, designers and photographers who 

interest you, along with details of the works 

title, size and materials* 

http://www.proud.co.uk/
http://www.photonet.org.uk/
http://www.photofusion.org/
http://www.hamiltonsgallery.com/
http://www.diemarnoblephotography.com/
http://www.foto8.com/
http://www.viewfinder.org.uk/
http://www.michaelhoppengallery.com/

