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applications to GFS more than doubling 
since 2017. As a result, to obtain a place 
for your child at GFS you must now live 
within approximately 1500m of the 
school.

This year, we are proud to have 
successfully established our school 
Parent Staff Association (PSA) and 
to have launched a number of new 
community based initiatives including, 
but not exclusive to, Prize Evening, the 
Christmas Concert, Parent Bulletin and 
Newsletter, Pupil Rewards Scheme and 
the Enrichment Baccalaureate where 
pupils have benefitted from a wide range 
of school trips and activities. 

We have also invested heavily in the 
development of our staff through weekly 
training and frequent observations 
resulting in further improvements to 
teaching and learning. A renewed focus 
on literacy at the beginning of each day 
and at the start of every lesson is already 
paying dividends for pupil progress.     

A personal highlight of mine this year 
was watching our very own Alexi Louizu 
win the regional Jack Petchey Speak out 
Challenge and progress to the national 
final. Alexi delivered a powerful and 
captivating speech on ‘the importance 
of home’ and demonstrated yet again 
just how much our pupils are capable of 
achieving.      

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all of the GFS staff for their 
hard work and professionalism over 
the course of the academic year. Our 
dedicated teachers and support staff 
have achieved so much and their 
determination to ensure every pupil 
succeeds is what really drives the 
school forward year on year. 

Whilst we should all be very proud 
of how well the school and its pupils 
are doing, GFS is not yet the finished 
article. Much carefully planned hard 
work is still required if the school is 
to achieve its full potential. Having 
said that, I am more convinced now 
than ever before, that our journey to 
becoming the best school in London by 
2020 in well underway.        

As we enter a new and exciting phase 
as part of the Ark network of schools, 
GFS pupils have much to look forward 
to next year and in the future.  

I wish you a safe and relaxing summer 
and look forward to seeing you again in 
September when we hope and expect 
to be celebrating another stellar set of 
academic outcomes.  

Rhys Spiers                               

Headteacher  

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  H E A D T E A C H E R

Dear Parents, Staff, Governors and 
Friends of the school.

What a year it’s been at GFS! 
It started with the school receiving 
commendations in the national press 
following our founding set of GCSE 
results where the Evening Standard 
described the school as “amongst the 
highest performing in the country”. 
The year is expected to finish with GFS 
pupils exceeding the strong academic 
results that were achieved by our 
founding cohort.  

Thank you to the nearly 300 parents 
who took the time to complete the 
annual parent survey earlier this 
term. The results have been incredibly 
encouraging and helpful as we put 
preparations in place for next year. 
The proportion of parents reporting 
positively on areas such as pupil 
happiness, safety, extra-curricular 
opportunities, aspirations, bullying, 
behaviour and academic progress has 
increased significantly on last year. The 
number of parents who say that GFS 
has a strong reputation in the local 
community has risen by nearly 20%. 
This has coincided with the number 
of first and second choice pupil 

GFS IS ON A JOURNEY TO 
BECOME THE BEST SCHOOL 
IN LONDON BY 2020
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GFS REGIONAL 
CHAMPION IN JACK 
PETCHEY CHALLENGE

student 
leaders

Huge congratulations to Alexi Loizou on becoming the Regional Jack Petchey 
Speak Out Challenge Champion! Also well done to Lauren Boakye for also 
representing the school at the finals.  GFS were proud to host the event this 

year, attended by the Mayor of Greenwich. Brave students from across 18 local 
schools competed, showing high levels of public speaking skills and confidence. 
Alexi went on to represent GFS at the London finals at the Cambridge Theatre in 
London, finishing third overall - an outstanding achievement.

Sir Jack Petchey CBE founded the Jack Petchey Foundation in 1999 to recognise the  
positive contributions young people make to society and assist them in achieving 
their potential. They support programmes and projects that benefit young people 
aged 11-25 in London and Essex and have invested over £110 million in such 
schemes.   This includes the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge, the world’s largest 
public speaking competition for young people and Step into Dance, the UK’s biggest 
inclusive dance programme for secondary school pupils.   

You can see Alexi’s winning speech by following the link via our website.  http://www.
greenwichfreeschool.co.uk and find out more about the national challenge from their 
website; http://www.speakoutchallenge.com/

 

This term is an extremely 
exciting time for any aspiring 
senior student leaders from 

Year 9 and Year 10. The student 
leadership team at GFS will be 
comprised of Head Boy, Head Girl, 
Deputy Head Boy and Girl, Subject 
Prefects and Form Reps for each 
Year, Form, Sport and Charity.

The election process for Senior 
Student Leaders was launched on 
Monday 18th June to Year 9 and 
10. 

Students are required to fill out 
an application form and source 
two references (one personal 
and one professional). Tutors 
will then shortlist candidates and 
those successful will move to the 
next stage interviews. Successful 
interview candidates move onto 
debating in an assembly and 
speaking at the summer concert. 

The successful students will be 
announced on 12th July. Those 
appointed will have wonderful 
opportunities such as receiving 
leadership training, representing 
the school during school events 
and participating in their own 
student meetings. The aim of 
the programme is to inspire 
and prepare our students to be 
leaders. We wish all Year 9 and 
10 students applying for this 
opportunity the very best of luck.
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In March, all Year 7 students battled it out 
with other students around the world 
in the Vocab Express Global Challenge 

2018. Students learnt new vocabulary 
and competed to win certificates for their 
efforts. There was a lot of enthusiasm and 
dedication from all the students who took 
part including students who also competed 
in their home languages!

Huge congratulations to the following 
students who each have received a 

student 
leaders

certificate in assembly and golden tickets 
for their effort : 

- Top Overall Genius at Greenwich Free 
School: Adam Czekiel 
- Runner-up Overall Genius at Greenwich 
Free School: Jakub Pecula
- Third-place Overall Genius at Greenwich 
Free School: Deeyahni Kaur Bahra
- Top Genius in French at Greenwich Free 
School: Natasha Hunt
- Joint Runner-up Genius in French at 

Greenwich Free School: Aishat Ajagbe
- Joint Runner-up Genius in French at 
Greenwich Free School: Ki’annah Ekinu
- Top Genius in Spanish at Greenwich 
Free School: Deeyahni Kaur Bahra
- Runner-up Genius in Spanish at 
Greenwich Free School: Gozde Ali
- Third-place Genius in Spanish at 
Greenwich Free School: Jackelyn Lwanga

The MFL department

Saga Games Poetry Competition 

Congratulations go to Jade Bliss (right) in Year 
8, who in conjunction with Young Writers, saw 

her winning poem titled ‘How?’ published in the 
Saga Games Book. A copy of which can be found 
in the school library.

I Wanna’ be a Millionaire

As part of the reading programme at GFS, students are encouraged to 
read more and complete the online quiz associated with the book. 

In recognition of this, any student who reads one million words, around 
50 books, receives a book of their choice and an inscribed copy of their 
favourite book is donated to the school library. Congratulations go to the 
following pupils (above), with some doubling or even trebling that target!

Rebecca Lister, Karina Bhandari, Case Page, Max Briggs, Zuhair Abdulkadir, 
Lennon Anderson, Harry Woollard, Joseph Maxwell, Gozde Ali, Amali 
Bhardwaj, Rhiannon Contento, Madeline Barrett and Jada Asraf Clarke.

Being a student librarian is an amazing opportunity. 
You not only get to present your literature skills 

on a daily basis, you also get to stand proud and high, 
knowing you’re supporting the school in some way.

Another way this experience benefits you is that it 
prepares you for any job that you may want to do in the 
future. It teaches you how to be organized and gives 
you skills, like good customer service, punctuality and a 
wider knowledge.

Overall, being a student librarian is really worthwhile, 
not only because you see new smiling faces everyday, 
but because you get to have fun through learning.

CHRISTIAN MASON 
YEAR 8                         
STUDENT LIBRARIAN

VOCAB EXPRESS GLOBAL CHALLENGE

Library 
News

G F S :  S P E A K  O U T

Jack Petchey Challenge, 
Student Leaders, Library 
News and Vocab Express 

Global Challenge...
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G F S :  C R E A T I V E S

 Art
The GFS Art department celebrated being award 

winners for the second year running in the annual 4th 
plinth schools art competition. Run by the Mayor of 

London, this annual competition challenges student artists 
from primary and secondary schools across all London 
boroughs to consider what they would place on the 4th plinth 
space in Trafalgar Square. 

Following on from Grace Stafford’s ‘Shrigley special mention’ 
in 2017, Marton Szuharda in Year 10, won the Greenwich 
borough prize for his plaster-cast sculpture entitled, 
‘Collapsed Lung’, a comment on London reaching its annual 
air pollution limit within the first few months of 2018. With 
over 4,000 entries from across London, Marton’s work 
was selected as the borough winner by international artist 
Heather Philipson - whose work will be on the 4th plinth in 
2020 - a real acknowledgement of the quality of his plaster-
cast piece. 

On 26 April, Marton was presented with his prize at the City 
Hall ceremony. He was presented with a certificate and art 
equipment by the Deputy Major for Culture and Creative 
Industries, Justine Simons. Head of Art, Adrian Pitt said 
‘This award for Marton signifies what a great first year not 
only he, but the rest of Year 10 GCSE art goup have had in 
exploring a range of materials and processes. Their continued 
focus on the quality of the ideas and outcomes produced will 
see them not only be successful by the time they complete 
their art GCSE, but with any future creative paths they wish 
to pursue’. 

If you wish to see Marton’s work, along with the other 
London borough prize winners, an exhibition of the work can 
be seen at City Hall until July.

Below left: Marton receives his award from Justine 
Simons, Deputy Major for Culture and Creative Industries                                                                                    
Above: Marton in front of his piece ‘Collapsed Lung’.

When something once happy becomes dead
When something needs an end
But consequence is much too tense
Excuse

When the bell rings to signal the end
When work has not been done
The punishment was much too high
Excuse

When arguments start to pressure you
And compliments don’t help no more
When it is way too late
He said
She said
Excuse

Why weren’t you home?
Who is this?
What’s the point?
Why are you ignoring me?
Excuse

By Arnas Baladinskas Year 9

PO
ETRY CO

RN
ER

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR
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DEPARTURES
THE ART DEPARTMENT PRIVATE VIEW 2018

Tuesday 12 June saw the Art 
department hold their private 
view, Departures - an exhibition 

of Year 11 GCSE art coursework and 
exam work, along with a selection of 
KS3 students work. The event was well 
attended by students, parents and staff, to 
view material which Year 11 students had 
been working hard on creating throughout 
the two-year course. 

The standard of work was high, with the 
work being displayed in a professional 
white-wall exhibition space at school, 
to further showcase the quality of the 
students’ skills. 

Head of Art, Mr Pitt presented a number of 
Year 11 students with awards ranging from 
‘portrait’, ‘still life’, ‘abstract’ and ‘most 
improved artist of the year’. 

Mr Pitt said “I am really proud to see the 
students work in this setting. It is testament 

to the hard work the students have put in 
and highlights how many quality artists 
we have within GCSE and also coming up 
throughout the Key stages here at GFS. At 
a time when creative subjects around the 
country are feeling the strain, it is great 
to have this exhibition as the departments 
celebrates its 4th year, to show GFS is 
bucking this trend and working hard to 
promote the arts and students’ creativity”. 

The 20 KS3 students whose work was also 
exhibited, demonstrated their strong skills, 
commitment, and wish to develop within 
art. With this recognition, students were 
awarded a ‘GFS Art Ambassador’ role, 
which will see them participate in special 
workshops, visits and responsibilities 
within the department during the 2018-19 
academic year in order to further develop 
their skills as student artists. 

A massive thank you to all parents and 
students who attended the Private View, to 
make the first end of GCSE exhibition such 
a success.

GFS Newsletter SUMMER 2018
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CHARLOTTE 
SCOTTDRAMA

As part of last term’s ‘Drop Down 
Day’ experience, the GFS cast of 
Matilda were incredibly lucky 

to be given a Masterclass by West End 
performer, Charlotte Scott. Not only 
has Charlotte appeared as Miss Honey 
in the West End production of Matilda, 
she has a string of other credits to her 
name, including; Wicked, Singing in the 
Rain, Cats, Fame, The Rocky Horror Show, 
Footloose and many more. After training 
in dance from a young age, she attended 
the prestigious Mountview Academy 
of Performing Arts, graduating with a 
BA (hons) in Musical Theatre. As well as 
performing, Charlotte leads West End 
Workshops all over the world, specialising 
in Musical Theatre. 

Charlotte took the students through 
a variety of exercises using her own 
experiences of being in Matilda to guide 
them. They were able to learn dances 
from the show, work on sections of 
singing and perform scenes. The cast 
were also given the opportunity to ask 
Charlotte questions about her time spent 
in the West End, learning a great deal 
about what it’s like to be a professional 
actor. Her stories ranged from costume 
disasters, to working with top directors 
such as Trevor Nunn! 

MATILDA
On the 20 and 21 June the GFS community 

were treated to an amazing theatrical 
production of Matilda The Musical. 

The Drama enrichment students had 
participated in acting workshops based on 
Matilda leading up to the auditions which took 
place in February. The cast then worked tirelessly 
over the preceding four months showing 
commitment, dedication and exceptional talent. 

Working with director Thomas Sutcliffe, who has a wealth of stage and musical 
theatre experience, the students really did put on an incredible show which was 
extremely professional. Director Mr Sutcliffe said ‘It has been a pleasure directing 
this year’s school production of Matilda. It is a challenging piece, with equal 
focus on singing, dancing and acting. Learning to combine these three disciplines 
has been incredibly rewarding for the students and they have learnt a great 
deal about the workings of a professional musical theatre company. Our trip to 
Matilda in the West End (right) was a huge success 
and inspired the cast to further express themselves 
and explore work outside of their comfort zone’. 

Well done to all students and staff involved. We 
hope to see lots of you auditioning for next year’s 
school musical!

A GFS Production...
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CHARLOTTE 
SCOTT

DROP DOWN TO SKIP PRISON

GFS Newsletter SUMMER 2018

Prison Me! No Way! is a 
national educational charity 
that aims to raise awareness 

amongst young people in relation 
to the causes, consequences and 
penalties associated with crime. 
Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 had 
the opportunity to work with a 
number of professionals from 
police, fire, prison and community 
service backgrounds across a 
variety of hands on and engaging 
activities.

“I learned that you need to think 
before you act because actions 
always cause consequences.”             
– Shanilah

“The day provided me with a 
number of experiences that will 
prevent me from making bad 
choices in my future.” – Zen

One workshop allowed students 
to act in the role of a judge in 
the UK justice system, where 
they were challenged to deliver 
outcomes of real-life cases as well 
as engage with a reformed criminal 
to consider how the choices made 
at a young age can impact on an 
individual’s future.

“It was informative – we explored in 
depth how the court system works.” 
– Stanley

“They gave us the opportunity to 
ask any question we had about 
prison. I asked whether it was true 
that they have computer consoles in 
prison. They don’t!” – Adam

On 6 June the Drama department 
took the Matilda cast to the 
Cambridge Theatre in London’s 

West End to see the actual production of 
Matilda The Musical. 

The adventure started when the students 
were taken to see the world famous 
Pineapple Dance Studios where the 
auditions for Matilda The Musical often 
take place, as well as walking passed the 
stage door of the Cambridge Theatre. 

Finally the students entered the amazing 
theatre to see the production performed. 
They were all wowed by the amazing set, 
stage lighting and sound design and were 
very impressed that our very own Mr 
Facey had designed our school set to look 
very similar! 

The students particularly enjoyed watching 
and learning from the actors on stage who 
mirrored their own part in the production. 
It was an extremely inspiring experience 
and made the cast hugely excited for their 
own performance of the musical. 

The West End cast heard about the GFS 
production of Matilda and Miss Honey 
sent a video message of good luck to our 
cast and crew – who knows in the future 
some of our GFS students may grace the 
West End stage! If you can learn anything 
from Matilda, it is that anything is possible! 

DRAMA TRIP
Matilda The Musical

Students also engaged with role-play 
activities with ex-prison officers to 
explore how some behaviours may be 
deemed as anti-social and also had the 
chance to experience what it was like to 
be locked in a real-life prison cell!

“I was shocked that you only get a 
shower once a week. They told us stories 
that mean I will never want to go there!” 
– Jude

“They showed us what it would be like to 
lose your freedom.” – Emmanuel

“They taught us how going to prison can 
ruin so many lives, including your own 
family and loved ones.” - Lennon

Our students represented our school 
fantastically throughout the day, 
acting as perfect ambassadors for GFS, 
despite facing some sombre and at 
times harrowing material. The PMNW 
staff were highly impressed with their 
mature conduct and well considered 
questioning. This was the first time 
PMNW have facilitated events at GFS 
and the students unanimously welcome 
their speedy return.
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MUSIC
G F S :  M U S I C - H I S T O R Y

On Wednesday 11 July at 6:30pm, 
GFS hosted its annual Summer 
Concert. The event was a huge 

success and performers ranged from Year 
7 to Year 11 students. The concert featured 
two songs performed by the newly formed 
GFS Elite Choir, directed by singer Natalie 
Christian-John. They performed Human by 
Rag ‘n’ Boneman and This is Me from the 
Greatest Showman. 

There were debut performances from 
Year 7 students Krisha Bc and Alexander 
Liberato. Year 11 students, Amber Walker 
and Giacomo Bognola, returned to perform 
one last time, with Giacomo performing a 
beautiful rendition of Chopin’s Nocturne 

In the Music department we employ a team of 
peripatetic staff  who teach instrumental lessons. 

Michael Searle currently teachers piano and singing at the school. 
Since having joined earlier this year, the uptake of piano students 
have increased dramatically and students are thoroughly enjoying their lessons. Mike 

studied Music at Leeds University and since then has been teaching individual 
piano lessons, small group lessons, directing choirs and ensembles.

in B Minor and Amber singing A Million 
Dreams by Lady Gaga. The cast of Matilda 
also returned to the stage to perform a 
medley of songs from the show. 

The evening was hosted by student 
comperes and aided by student musical 
directors Archie Wilson and Emily Guy, 
who helped with rehearsals on the day 
and technology on the night. 

The newly formed PSA served 
refreshments just before the event and 
a professional photographer visited to 
take photos of all the performers, which 
are available to purchase via the school. 
It was a wonderful way to end the school 
year and we look forward to welcoming 
performers to the stage at our next event 
- the Christmas Concert. 

Thank you to all the performers:  GFS 
Elite Choir, Fatima Ghanim, Jessica Allart, 
Lucy Hickey, Jade Bliss, Giacomo Bognola, 
Racheal Lucas, Gonul Ali, Gozde Ali, Romy 
Sokolow, Krisha Bc, Alex Liberato, Amber 
Walker and Oliver Kieu. 

Spotlight - Peripatetic Music Staff

This term has seen the 
formation of the GFS Elite 
Choir. 

The choir is an invite-only group 
of around 30 musicians ranging 
from Years 7 to 11, formed of the 
best musicians across the school. 
They are directed by professional 
vocal coach and singer, Natalie 
Christian-John. The choir rehearse 
once a week and had their debut 
performance at the annual 
Summer Concert on Wednesday 
11 July. 

For many of the students, it is 
the first time they have been part 
of a choir and they are enjoying 
singing with their peers, mixing 
with students from other year 
groups, and getting training from 
a professional vocalist. 

This term the choir have been 
working on Human by Rag ‘n’ 
Boneman, and This is Me from the 
film The Greatest Showman. 
 
Comments from some of the 
students in the choir are below: 
 
“I think it’s really fun. I enjoy the 
singing and Miss CJ is really nice.”
David Constantin Year 7

“I like Miss CJ and I feel that choir 
brings us all together.”
Gonul Ali Year 7

ELITE CHOIR
GFS
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In May we were very fortunate to have Holocaust 
survivor Bernd Koschland visit GFS to speak to 
our Year 9 students. Bernd was born in Germany 

in 1931 and as a child experienced the rising anti-
Semitism of the 1930s, including Kristallnacht in 
1938. He was evacuated from Germany to the 
UK before the war as part of the Kindertransport 
programme for child refugees.

Following the visit, our Year 9 students had the 
opportunity to reflect on Bernd’s talk and the 
importance of hearing the testimony of those who 
lived through the Nazi persecution of Jewish people 
and the events of the Holocaust. The following was 
written by Vanessa Imo of Year 9:

Speaking to the youth about these important past 
events is hard. Hard because it may appear to be 
irrelevant now, something our generation can’t 
relate to and something we won’t listen to. But it 
really is significant.

Hearing Bernd talk to us about his experiences was 
insightful and eye-opening. It made me realise that 
not all Holocaust survivors have a deeply dramatic 
and harrowing story to tell. It helped me to 
understand that the sickening statistics and facts in 
a textbook are more than just horrible events that 
happened some time ago. It made it real.

The Holocaust happened right here in Europe, 
and ordinary people, not unlike us, were made to 
follow Hitler and his cruel beliefs. Some put all of 
their faith in him and looked up to him. Though this 
seems ludicrous to us now, it is a part of history, 
and it could be a part of the future too.
This is why it is essential that we educate people 
on such subjects, so that history cannot repeat 
itself and so that humanity’s past mistakes are not 
allowed to be made again.

HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVOR 
SHARES 
EXPERIENCES 
WITH YEAR 9

GFS celebrated International Women’s day in March with a variety of 
workshops which took place both at lunchtime and after school. 

These included a session led by Miss Hemmings on women finding 
confidence in the workplace; a zine making workshop with Miss Williams; 
celebrating women in science and engineering with chocolate welding in 
the Science department; a celebration of female heroes with Miss Yandell; a 
slogan and banner making workshop inspired by the suffragettes with Miss 
Reddy; an exploration of women’s rights through music, rap and spoken 
word with Mrs Haciosman; some top tips from Beyonce, Michelle Obama 
and J.K Rowling and a women in STEM workshop with Miss Oldbury. 

We were also thrilled to welcome a panel of female professionals who 
shared their life stories as well as giving the girls information about their 
current occupation and pathway to achieving success in their career. 

Womens’
INTERNATIONAL

DAY
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GEOGRAPHY 
FIELD STUDIES
GREENWICH
GCSE FIELDWORK FOR YEAR 10 STUDENTS

Year 10 GCSE Geography students visited the Greenwich  Peninsula to complete 
fieldwork for their GCSE exams. The aim of the investigation was to see how 
successful urban regeneration projects have been in improving the area. 

The trip started at the 02 Arena where students interviewed the general public and 
completed environmental quality tests. Next, they caught a ‘flight’ over the River 
Thames on the Emirates cable car for a panoramic view of the city’s developments. 

At the Royal Docks, students visited the Crystal, sustainable cities initiative and 
collected further data. Students collected data with great accuracy and caught the 
eye of a local redevelopment company who have asked if they can compare data! 

Well done Year 10. 

ARMY
MUSEUM

NATIONAL

Our Year 9 students visited the 
National Army Museum in Chelsea 
in April, where they had the 

opportunity to enrich their studies of the 
First World War and the history of conflict in 
the 20th century. 

Situated just next door to the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea (home of the Chelsea Pensioners), 
the museum allows students to explore 
the experience of soldiers and civilians 
during the two world wars, and provides an 
opportunity for hands-on interaction with 
a range of military exhibits. Our students 
were particularly keen on exploring inside 
and on top of the museum’s Second World 
War tank, and dressing up in a range of 
camouflage uniforms suited to different 
battlefield terrains.

Having explored the galleries in the morning, 
after lunch we attended a First World War 
workshop hosted by the museum, in which 
students had the opportunity to discuss the 
experience of soldiers and civilians in more 
detail. They looked closely at propaganda 
posters produced by the British government, 
and debated the techniques used by the 
state to secure civilian support for the 
war effort. The workshop also included 
the chance to handle a range of objects, 
including uniforms, shells (no longer live, 
of course!) and barbed wire from the 
battlefields of France.
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G F S :  H O M E  &  A W A Y
From Geography Field 
studies, to Drop Down 

Days at the Natural 
History Museum and 

Army Museum...

OUT & ABOUT...

W

Natural History 
Museum DDD

GFS Newsletter SUMMER 2018

As part of the Geography curriculum, Year 9 visited 
the Natural History Museum during the Spring Drop 
Down Day. Destiny reflects on his visit: 

“The Natural History Museum trip was amazing and the 
fact that they had so many simulators and remains of 
animals of interest, is something really worth seeing. 

There was even an earthquake simulator which was 
definitely worth experiencing, as I had studied natural 
hazards at the start of Year 9. This is a place that everyone 
should visit, as it is of huge interest and appeal to all ages.”

ARMY
MUSEUM

GFS Newsletter summer 2018.indd   11 06/07/2018   14:08:42



G F S :  S C I E N T I F I C  D I S C O V E R I E S Science

As part of British Science week the GFS Science 
department welcomed 60 year 5 students 
from Eglinton Primary School for a science 

showcase. GFS students involved with the science 
club enrichment programme had prepared and 
practiced a series of experiments to demonstrate 
and teach the primary children. The experiments 
included ‘Troll Hair Chromatography’, ‘Plastic Milk’, ‘Astro-Nappy’ and flame tests.                                                
The students also had an opportunity to make some plant based fabric dyes and use them 
to create some dyed textiles. 

The children from Eglinton thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to participate in 
some exciting secondary school science and this was only possible due the hard work 
and leadership demonstrated by the science club students. Our GFS students were 
complimented on setting such a good example to the younger children and the primary 
teachers were impressed by their ability give clear instructions and lead the experiment 
workshops with very little teacher input.

The primary school children got to take away mementos of their day in the form of their 
chromatography trolls and their tie-dye creations. 

On Thursday 22 March, Woolwich 
Poly Sixth Form delivered grade 
7-9 revision lessons for our top 

set Year 11 Science students. 

The session consisted of a 1 hour 
Chemistry revision lesson 

Congratulations to Grace Stafford for 
winning the Health category at the 
TeenTech awards this term. 

Grace was up against some tough 
competition, as the event is mostly 
populated by independent and grammar 
school students. However, she overcame 
this challenge and presented her 
extremely innovative idea: 

Grace developed a device, synchronised 
with an app, which reminds those 
diagnosed with dementia to complete 
daily tasks. The judges felt that Grace had 
conducted her research diligently and used 
the feedback of others to refine the design 
enough for it to be immediately ready for 
market. 

This is a tremendous success for the school 
and testament to the hard work of STEM 
students. 

Grace acknowledged herself that the 
STEM enrichment, led by Ms Oldbury, has 
allowed her to understand the relationship 
between the sciences and has inspired 
her to explore further the benefits that 
technological innovations can have on the 
social care sector.

SCIENCE WEEK VISIT FROM EGLINTON PRIMARY

YEAR 11 WOOLWICH POLY SCIENCE VISIT

STEM AWARD 
FOR GRACE

followed by a 1 hour Biology lesson with 
their A Level teachers. 

This excellent opportunity allowed all 
students to be stretched and challenged. It 
bridged a gap to A Level and gave a taster 
to their future 6th Form lessons.
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Many thanks 
to all 
the Year 

7 students and 
others who 
continue to 
enthusiastically 
feed and monitor our 
feathered neighbours on 
the other side of the school fence. In 
the last few months we have watched at 
least 3 broods of Blue Tits and 4 broods 
of Great Tits successfully fledge. It’s been 

interesting to see how the 
parents patiently feed 

the flapping chicks, 
and teach them to 
feed themselves. 
Woodpeckers, 

Edward and Edwina 
have finished raising 

their babies and are 
looking a lot less harried, and the Jays have 
brought their fledgling to a tree near the 
school fence to feed him 
there.

Species seen so far 
this year: Blue Tit, 
Bullfinch, Carrion 
Crow, Chaffinch, 
Chiff Chaff, Coal 
Tit, Collared Dove, 
Dunnock, Greater 
Spotted Woodpecker, 
Green Woodpecker, Greenfinch, Great Tit, 

Jay, Long-tailed Tit, Magpie, 
Mistle Thrush, Robin, 

Parakeet,  Peregrine 
Falcon, Pied Wagtail, 
Siskin, Starling, 
Woodcock, Wood-

pigeon and a Wren.

BUTTERFLIES
YEAR 7 OBSERVATIONS

“The butterflies grew so fast from baby 
step 1 caterpillars to an organism that will 
live their lives peacefully in the air. The 
process was only 20 days. First it was a 
small caterpillar, then a chrysalis, then a 
successful butterfly. They are called Painted 
Ladies.” Kumba, Year 7

“Romeo’s butterfly was called 
Sulumndumehada and mine were called 
Cherry, Jenny, Garry, John, William, 
Micheal, Jillian, Jennifer and Alana. They 
had vibrant orange coloured wings and 
it was a magnificent sight to watch them 
flutter around their enclosures. It was 
painful to see them go, but it was their 
time to leave.” Louie, Year 7

“On Wednesday 6th June, these remarkable 
creatures faced their long journey to the 
woods. As caterpillars they were very 

small, they grew through time, and 
turned into cocoons. At half term they 
turned into painted lady butterflies. 
Our class had the pleasure of watching 
this great species change. They have 
flown away and may be on their way 
to Africa soon because they need lovely 
African plants to eat during the winter.”      
Suhaib, Year 7

“The butterflies grew from caterpillars 
to beautiful butterflies. These splendid 
butterflies are born knowing their way 
to Africa and can travel really long 
distances. They come down low if the 
wind is in the wrong direction for Africa, 
and wait until it is blowing the right way, 
then fly high again.” Alex, Year 7

“The butterflies were so beautiful and 
elegant. They have certainly become 
part of our large family at GFS and will 
always be missed.” Funmi, Year 7

BIRD NEWS FROM 
WOOLWICH COMMON

GFS Newsletter SUMMER 2018
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W

D of E
A huge well done to all of GFS Duke of Edinburgh students, who are now in the 

final stages of their respective Bronze and Silver Awards. The only task now 
standing between the students and their certificates is to complete the logging 

of their physical, skill and volunteering hours on the online platform. 

Both the Bronze and Silver students successfully completed their assessed expeditions 
over the last term. Our Year 10 Silver students completed their expedition in 
Eastbourne, finishing Day 3 with a walk along the famous Seven Sisters to Beachy 
Head. The Year 9s completed their two day expedition in and around Knockholt, with 
the highlight being an epic camp fire on the Friday evening, and finishing in super 
quick time on the Saturday!

Year 10 students can now look forward to being able to complete the Gold Award, at 
the post 16 provision of their choice, whilst our Year 9s have Silver to look forward to 
next year! A huge well done to all students who have completed the award this year, 
and to the staff who have given up their own weekends to make it possible.

If your son or daughter is in Year 8, you can still sign up to start the Bronze Award in 
September 2018, if you require further information please email the school and ask to 
speak to Mr Guildford.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 
BRONZE & SILVER EXPEDITIONS

Mr MacPherson

Mr MacPherson joined the school in April 
2018 as the Assistant Headteacher with 
responsibility for SEND and safeguarding. 
He completed a BA in French and Italian 
at the University of Cambridge and he 
is currently studying for the National 
Certificate of SEN co-ordination. Before 
joining GFS, he was Senior Head of MFL 
at Harris Academy Peckham and Assistant 
Headteacher (Academic) at North Bridge 
House School in Islington. 

Miss Fincham

Miss Fincham studied Biology, Chemistry, 
Psychology and English Literature at A 
Level at a school in Kent before attending 
University College London (UCL) and taking 
a degree in Biomedical Science where 
she specialised in human anatomy and 
developmental biology. After graduation 
she studied to become a teacher at 
Canterbury Christchurch University and 
has been teaching since 2005. 

Miss Brooks

Miss Brooks joined the school in June 2018 
as a cover teacher & Deputy Safeguarding 
Lead. Before joining GFS, she was an 
Internal Exclusion Manager at Harris 
Academy Falconwood and a cover teacher 
at St Columba’s Catholic Boys School in 
Bexleyheath.  

Ms Kane

Ms Kane is the new Key Stage 4 
Coordinator in the English department 
and joined the school after Easter. She 
studied for her degree in Nottingham and 
has taught in secondary schools in the 
East Midlands before moving to London 
recently. 

Mr Madgett

Mr Madgett joined Greenwich Free School 
at Easter. He is an NQT of Science after 
transferring from Longfield Academy. He 
has an honours degree in Chemistry at the 
University of Greenwich, where he also 
completed his PGCE and NQT status.

NEW STAFF
at GFS

GFS Newsletter summer 2018.indd   14 06/07/2018   14:08:46



W

GOLDEN 
REWARDS

ALEX NORMAN-MERCER
Alex received ESF 3 star pin for 
successfully completing both emergency 
(skid parallel) and stop test and ESF 
slalom course test (using parallel turns 

only) in Les 
Arc; snowbility 
badges for life 
skills, skiing and 
advanced skiing.

Alex also received 
5 Rosettes for 
completing 7 
jumps over  1 
1/2 feet in 
competition.

REIGAN JOHNSON-HINDS
Reigan Johnson-Hinds is pictured below, 
holding the under 14 Kent Cup trophy 
2018. Reigan and his teammates in 1st XV 
Blackheath Rugby Club became champions 
of the whole of Kent on 22nd April 2018.  

STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT

Year 10 Top 10 

Alexi Loizou  10W 
Dalius Juganaru Cosa  10S 
Hamza Adlouni  10N 
Hersh Bahra  10H 
Ella Griffin  10W 
Emily Guy  10S 
Grace Stafford  10H 
Rebecca Lister  10H 
Aqeelah Abd Al Rahman  10N 
Yvonne Hua  10W 

Year 11 Top 10 

Alex Norman-Mercer  11H 
Aaron Campbell  11S 
Milo Palmer-Brown  11S 
Callum O’neill  11W 
Charles Lister  11W 
Jessie Tuley  11N 
Meah Materego-Wardeck  11S 
Stephen Bui  11H 
Georgia Galabova  11W 
Kedra Frimpong  11H 

Congratulations to the following top 50 students who have secured 
a place on the coach for the Thorpe Park trip on 18th July. As part 
of the reward, the winning students were able to choose one 

friend to go with them, providing these students were in the top 50 in 
the league table:

Year 7 Top 10
 
Success Morrison  7S 
Kumba Jallow  7W 
Deeyahni Kaur Bahra  7S 
Lennon Anderson  7S 
Erin Corry  7N 
Gonul Ali  7H 
David Constantin  7W 
Yusuf Asimi  7S 
Harley Pham  7S 
Ricardo Nel  7S 

Year 8 Top 10 

Niamh Hennessy  8H 
Niamh Gledhill  8H 
Archie Wilson  8N  
Rebecca Paton  8N 
Joshua On  8H 
Emmanuella Danso  8N 
Aisha Oshikoya  8H 
Jade Bliss  8W 
Emily Namumbya  8H 
Jesse-Israel Babo  8W 

Year 9 Top 10 

Vanessa Imo  9W 
Valerie Imo  9W 
Travis Cruse  9S  
Baya Younsi  9W 
Madeline Barrett  9W 
Reminie Spence  9W 
Alec Garcia  9N 
Stanley Reading  9H 
Kelsie Chapman  9W 
Keeno Fleary  9S 
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HOUSE SPORT

Football, Basketball, Handball and 
now Cricket!

The final term ends with the 
classic bat and ball event to conclude 
the GFS House Sport competition. 
Both Year 7 boys and girls have 
competed to gain positions that 
would earn them points to climb the 
leader’s board. 

So far, Sancho has taken first place 
as Year 7 Girls (Sancho) put on a 
great display to win their last fixture 
of the competition. GFS now await 
the winners of the next final fixtures 
from the senior year groups. Special 
commendations to all the top 
runners:

Year 7 Boys Top Runners: Harrison 
- Kyaan Moukour; Sancho - Lennon 
Anderson; Nightingale - Dominic 
Robinson; Waugh - James Jenkins.

Year 7 Girls Top Goal Scorers: 
Harrison - Kiannah Ekinu; Sancho 
- Deeyahni Bahra; Nightingale - 
Jackelyn Lwanga; Waugh - Fumni 
Ogundokun.

The PE Department are currently 
raising money for the British 
Heart Foundation. Mr Guildford 

(pictured right), completed the 
London to Brighton 54 mile bike 
ride in June to raise as much money 
as possible for this amazing cause. 
If you would like to support the 
department and donate, please 
follow the link to the just giving page.                               
Every little helps!

Are you a keen runner? Or someone 
who would like to use their 
Growth Mind-set and improve 

at running? The GFS PE Department 
are running lunch time running clubs 
on Tuesday’s and Thursday.  Students 
are invited to come down to the PE 
Department at the beginning of lunch, 
get quickly changed and enjoy taking part 
in a run around the local area, being back 
in school in plenty of time for their next 
lesson. Students will get the opportunity 
to run a variety of routes, and look 
to improve their running technique 
and times with a view to representing 
the school in the Borough Cross 
Country Championships in October - or 
representing Greenwich in the London 
School Games. If you are interested 
please email Mr Guildford at aguildford@
greenwichfreeschool.co.uk or speak to 
him directly. Get your running shoes on!

 

SPORT

G F S : 
P H Y S I C A L 

E D U C A T I O N

PE lessons this half term have 
turned their attentions towards 
Sports Day on July 19th at Sutcliffe 

Park Athletics Track. Students have been 
working on all the different athletic 
disciplines in lessons, with a clear 
focus on getting technique right for the 
big day. Even in lessons, we have had 
students getting super close to setting 
new school records, so you can expect 
to see the record book re-written on 19th 
July!

The school sports fixtures are not 
finished just yet either, with the Year 7 
and 8 Greenwich Cricket Competition 
taking place next Tuesday 3 July at 
Blackheath Cricket Club. Good luck to 
both of our teams who are involved!

Lastly, our Year 7 Rugby team (pictured 
top right) turn their hand to Rugby 
Sevens on Thursday 28th July with a 
competition at Charlton Park Rugby 
Club. Good luck again to both teams 
involved. It is fantastic that we are now 
getting multiple sides competing at 
events, it shows the outstanding attitude 
and focus our students are showing to 
putting GFS Sport on the map!

ROUND-UP

FUNDRAISING

RUNNING CLUB

G R O W T H          F E L L O W S H I P        S C H O L A R S H I P
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