
 

ARK GREENWICH 

FREE SCHOOL 

Monday 16th - Friday  27th September2019 
DIARY DATES 
Year  10   GCSE  

Information Evening 

Wednesday 18th Sept                     

6.00pm — 7.30pm  - ALL Y10 

students and parents are 

required to attend 

SEND  Information 

Evening                            

Thursday 19th Sept                 

5.30pm — 9.00pm 

Open Mornings for Year 6 

(September 2020 intake)                  

Tuesday 24th Sept 9.15am —

11.15am   and  Wednesday 25th 

Sept    9.15am —11.15am 

Open Evening for Year 6 

(September 2020 intake) 

Tuesday 1st October                 

6.00pm —8.00pm 

All Years                                 

School Photograph Day 

Friday 27th September  

Year 10 and Year 11               

Careers Fair                       

30th Sept   4.10pm — 6.00pm  

INSET DAY—school 

closed to all students 

Friday 4th October           

Year 10                             

Silver Duke of Edinburgh 

Practice Expedition            

Friday 11th  October 

Year 7  Form Tutor 

Evening  Monday 7th Oct                               

4.30pm - 7.00pm:  a chance 

to discuss how your child has 

settled in with their Form Tutor 

information on how to book will 

be sent soon 

AMBITION                      GROWTH                    FELLOWSHIP                     SCHOLARSHIP 

Fortnightly Parent bulletin 

‘Among the highest performing schools in the country’  

Evening Standard 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

A very warm welcome back to AGFS for the new academic 

year. Students have started the term brilliantly so far and 

have really stepped up to meet the increased expectations 

of staff.  We are currently working extremely hard with 

students on promoting far greater levels of independence, 

self-confidence and courtesy and would be very grateful if 

you too would speak to your children about the importance 

of these attributes at home. Please also encourage students 

around the use of Quizlet – our new resource designed to 

help students independently master the most important 

learning across the curriculum. Thank you as always for 

your support.  

Mr Spiers  

Headteacher   

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to introduce myself as I am the new Assistant 
Headteacher with responsibility for Safeguarding and SEND. I am 
looking forward to working with you to ensure all of our scholars 
are able to become successful. 

We are hosting a SEND information evening at AGFS on Thursday 
19th September.  This will give you an opportunity to learn more 
about the SEND Team and the work we do, and to meet me and ask 
any questions that you have.  Letters have been sent out.  Please 
follow the link to confirm your attendance. 

Ms Gainey—Assistant Headteacher, SENDCo 

Year 11 Post-16 Launch – Year 11 scholars will need to decide the 
five Post-16 Centres they wish to apply to and complete the capture 
form for this by Tuesday 24th  September 2019.  

Year 10 and Year 11 Post-16 Careers Fair – This will take 
place at AGFS on Monday 30th September: 4.10 pm – 6.10pm.  

Black History Month Concert – A date for your diary, Tuesday 
8th October:  6.00pm —7.00pm.  Come join us and celebrate our 
scholars’ concert to celebrate Black History Month. 



 AMBITION             GROWTH              FELLOWSHIP                  SCHOLARSHIP 

Supporting your child at home 

Embodying the Home-School Commitment 

The new academic year marks the launch of the school’s new Home-School Commitment. This 
important document codifies the expectations of parents, teachers and students so that we can all 
work as a team to radically alter the life chances of AGFS scholars. To achieve this aim, all parties 
will need to work together, reinforcing messages from home at school so that students 
understand that there is no gap in our combined expectations.  

In particular, at this point in the year, please speak to your child about how they embody the 
school’s values of Ambition, Growth, Fellowship and Scholarship. Specifically, we ask students 
to: 

1. Believe in themselves 

2. Never give up, especially when it’s difficult 

3. Work hard, independently of the teacher 

4. Be kind to others.  

If students hear these messages at home and at school, they will be more likely to believe in them 
and demonstrate them. 2019 -2020 will see the school reaching new heights, thanks in part to the 
renewed focus on the Home-School Commitment and our common goal for AGFS scholars.  

Helping parents keep their children safe 

The purpose of this section of the GFS Parent Bulletin is to provide parents with more infor-

mation about the risks young people face and how parents can best support their children. Over 

the course of the year, this section will focus on: safeguarding risks, online safety and mental 

health.  

Keeping children safe online 
 

The internet is a central part of our world; it is a tool that is both immensely useful but it can also 

be an extremely dangerous environment for young people.  It is therefore important that children 

know the risks of being online and how to protect themselves.  The advice below should form a 

central part in any conversation about safe internet use: 

 Don’t post any personal information (your address, email address or mobile number) online 

 Think carefully before posting pictures or videos of yourself 

 Once you have put a picture of yourself online, most people can see it an may be able to 

download it 

 Keep your privacy settings as high as possible. 

 Never have an ‘open’ profile 

 Never give out your password 

 Don’t accept friend requests from people you don’t know 

 Don’t meet up with people you have met online 

 Speak to your parent or carer about people who ask you to meet up 

 Remember that not everyone is who they say they are 

 Think carefully about what you say before you post something online 

 Respect other people’s views, even if you don’t agree with them. 

 Being online is not a reason to be rude or disrespectful 
 

Parents are advised to have these conversations regularly with their children.  For 
more information on what advice to give to your child about their online activity, 
please go to www.internetmatters.org  

http://www.internetmatters.org


Bus Stop Behaviour: 

We are very grateful for the wonderful reaction our students have made with our newly intro-
duced bus stop expectations.  We expect AGFS to be a kind and considerate community where we 
think of others before ourselves inside and outside of school. Our students now are expected to 
line up in good order with Mr Scafe and Mr Ige at the bus stops, allowing space for members of 
the public to get on first, then ensuring our Year 7s get priority.  Fellowship in action. 
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Character Education: 

 

This term we have been very excited to launch our new Character 
Education Programme.  The programme centres around students 

reflecting upon the quality traits & dispositions needed to be good citizens 
which are distilled from our core 4 school values.  Our programme also 

focuses on the importance of oracy, confidence is speaking boldly instilled 
in our students will be invaluable later on in life. 

Uniform 
A huge thank you to all parents for doing a wonderful job ensuring that your children look 
absolutely brilliant in their school uniform.  Skirts are almost all at knee length and the 
small handful have already gone back to the uniform shop to get it altered to ensure they 
are in line with our expectations. Thank you very much for such a positive response. 

Manners, Courtesy & Respect 

 

We launched a huge drive on all members of our school 
community making concerted, deliberate efforts to display 
manners & respect in all forms.  Please support us from 
home by enforcing the notion of basic manners & respect 
as we know this will make a huge difference in their 
chances later on in life. 


