
 

ARK GREENWICH 

FREE SCHOOL 

Monday  7th October  - Friday  11th October  2019 

DIARY DATES 
Black History Month           

1st—31st October 

Year 7  Form Tutor 

Evening  Monday 7th Oct                               

5.00pm - 7.00pm:  a chance 

to discuss how your child has 

settled in with their Form Tutor 

information on how to book will 

be sent soon 

Black History Month Themed 

Non-Uniform Day  Tuesday 

8th October:  participating 

students contribute £1.00 to 

wear themed cultural or all 

black non-school uniform 

Black History Month Concert 

Tuesday 8th October                        

6.00pm—7.00pm:            

Tickets £1.00 for students and 

£3.00 for adults 

Year 8 Football Trials     

Friday 11th October 2019, 

communication has been sent 

to students involved 

Drop Down Days Thursday 

17th & Friday 18th of October 

Half Term Dates        

Monday 21st Oct until Friday 

25th October 2019 inclusive 

Prize Evening and Year 7 

Matriculation 20th 

November;  all parents 

please save the date in your 

diary.  Communication to 

prize winners will be sent out 

AMBITION                      GROWTH                    FELLOWSHIP                     SCHOLARSHIP 

Fortnightly Parent bulletin 

‘Among the highest performing schools in the country’  

Detentions  

Please note that we have recently experienced some technical issues with the 
Detention communications since the start of the term. We apologies for this 
and have now rectified the issue.  

The expected communication is a text message to inform you that your child 
has been issued and retained for a Detention by the end of the school day 
(4.00pm Monday to Wednesday, 3.00pm Thursday and Friday). You will be 
informed by 5.00pm that day if your child has been absent / did not attend the 
Detention. Please contact the school Reception if you do not receive these 
notifications. 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We would like to thank and congratulate all our scholars for their interest and 
assistance with our recent successful  Open Mornings and Open Evening over 
the last few weeks.  The school enjoyed the company of several hundred 
visitors for these events and we were congratulated on the behaviour, 
politeness and work that our scholars displayed. 

Ark Greenwich Free School 

Black History Month Concert – Tuesday 8th October 2019    
6.00 -7.00pm 

This month, Ark Greenwich Free School (GFS) joins the nation in the celebration of Black 
History Month, an opportunity to celebrate our cultural diversity and to appreciate the 
contributions black people have made in Britain over the years. We are putting on a 
cultural show in the AGFS main hall on Tuesday 8th October 2019 from 6:00pm – 7:00pm.   
Tickets will be sold during break and lunch times priced at £1.00 for students and £3 for 
adults.   The concert will include a cultural display of music, readings, dance and drama 
performances.    To support this event there shall also be a themed non-uniform day on 

Tuesday 8th October 2019 where students will be allowed to attend school in traditional 
cultural dress of countries of  black heritage or an outfit in all black to show 
support of Black History Month so that we can celebrate Black History through fabric.   
Those who choose to take part will be expected to pay £1 which will go to support the 
chosen charity.  If students do not want to participate they will need to attend in full 
school uniform. The school rules remain the same in terms of our uniform expectations so 
there shall be no makeup, outfits with slogans and messages etc. Please support us by 
ensuring your child does not attend school in dress that is not in the spirit of this event.  If 
your child is performing at the concert, we ask that they remain on site between the end 
of the school day and the start of the event for final rehearsals. We will provide them with 
something to eat. A separate consent letter will be sent for this. 
 
Miss Reddy, Assistant Headteacher Co-Curricular 
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The Geography of Parenting 1 

This extract is from The Smartest Kids in the World and How they got that way by Amanda Ripley. In the book, she 
describes the different parenting styles noticed when she travelled to visit the highest functioning education 
systems in the world: 

Andreas Schleicher, the PISA Scientist, noticed after the first PISA test in 2000 that a student’s home environment 
dramatically affected scores. He wanted to know more about how families shaped education. Strange patterns 
emerged from his studies. For example, parents who volunteered in their kids’ extracurricular activities had 
children who performed worse in reading, on average, that parents who did not volunteer, even after controlling 
for other factors like socioeconomic background.  By contrast, other parental efforts yielded big returns, the survey 
suggested. When children were young, parents who read to them every day or almost every day had kids who 
performed much better in reading, all around the world, by the time they were fifteen.  As kids got older, the 
parental involvement that seemed to matter most was different but related. All over the world, parents who 
discussed movies, books and current affairs with their kids had teenagers who performed better in reading. Here 
again, parents who engaged their kids in conversation about things larger than themselves were essentially 
teaching their kids to become thinking adults. In fact, fifteen year olds whose parents talked about complicated 
social issues with them not only scored better on PISA but reported enjoying reading more overall. In New Zealand 
and Germany, students whose parents had read to them regularly in their early elementary years performed 
almost a year and a half ahead of students whose parents had not.  

We know that parents play a vital role in promoting the education of their children, but it can be difficult to see 
exactly what about our role as parents has the most impact. Clearly, talking about the world, what has happened 
at school and encouraging a love of reading is a very powerful start.  

Mr D McPherson, Deputy Headteacher 

Social  Media 

Social media platforms continue to grow across 

all age groups. According to the most recent 

report by Ofcom (the UK’s communications 

regulator), 99% of young people use social 

media at least once a week. It is therefore 

important for parents to be aware of the risks 

these platforms pose and how to protect their 

children.  

• Know the age restrictions on social 

media platforms. This is not only to stay within the usage guidelines, but to stay within the legislation agreed by 

government to protect children 

• When setting up social media profiles and giving young people access to computers, tablets, or smartphones, it’s 

important to keep the settings to ‘private’ and not allow people access to too much information. Some networks 

default to public settings, so set it up with the customized settings if needed 

• Restrict the time your child spends on social media to avoid addictive and obsessive behaviour        

A 2017 study linked the use of multiple social media platforms with a greater risk of anxiety and depression, so use of these 

tools needs to be closely monitored. The video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GqKU_0Ig7s  gives more information 

about how parents can keep their children safe using social networks.  

School Lunch Accounts 

We sincerely apologise for the delay in our online payment system not being in place as yet.  We are 
working hard to resolve this and aim to have it fully up and running by October Half Term. 

There is now a cap of £6.00 per day on all student lunch accounts to assist parents in ensuring a daily limit 
of food. Should you wish this cap to be raised for your child please do inform us by email via 
info@arkgreenwich.org.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GqKU_0Ig7s
mailto:info@arkgreenwich.org

