
 

Friday  27th March 2020  
‘Among the highest performing schools in the country.’  - Evening Standard 

Weekly Parent Bulletin 

Dear AGFS Parents & Carers,  

 

I cannot begin to describe how proud I am of the way our community has responded to this              
unprecedented situation. I am extremely grateful to you for the support that you have been  providing 
students from home to maintain the structures and standards of a ‘normal’ school day. I am also     
indebted to our staff who have been working around the clock to keep our community safe by   staying 
in daily contact with you – this has been our no. 1 priority. An unprecedented amount of work has   
also gone into training our staff to deliver lessons via online platforms and into creating the resources 
that the students need to continue to receive a high-quality education.  

 

Year 10 students have responded extremely well to live lessons which have been delivered via          
Microsoft Teams. We are considering  how we can potentially phase in live online teaching for other 
year groups in due course, should the lockdown continue. Whilst this will never replicate the quality 
of an AGFS classroom, live online lessons are the next best thing. In the meantime, Years 7-9 must         
continue to follow their normal timetable using the resources on Show my Homework 
(teamsatchel.com).  

 

The Government advice for schools emphasises that parents should keep children at home to lower 
the risk of the virus spreading. Where a child cannot be kept safe at home and there is no reasonable 
alternative, children of key workers and those classified as vulnerable should use the information 
here: https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/coronavirus-update. I can confirm that those         
students in receipt of free school meals (FSM) will continue to receive Tesco e-vouchers over the   
Easter period – I hope this is helping.  

 

We responded to the NHS call for extra PPE earlier this week by donating our science goggles to the 
QE hospital. Within 30 minutes we received a lovely message from the site manager thanking us. Our 
thoughts will be with NHS staff over the coming weeks.  

 

We will need no small amount of character to get through this challenging period. But our students 
have demonstrated that they are resilient, independent and adaptable this week. If we work together 
as a community, we will undoubtedly emerge stronger in the future.   

 

I will continue to keep you updated via the school website, by email, and text message throughout the 
lockdown period. There will also be a weekly parent bulletin and staff will continue to check in with 
you daily by phone during term time.   

 

Please take care of yourselves, your families and the most vulnerable in your communities.  

 

Rhys Spiers 

Headteacher  

AGFS  

teamsatchel.com
https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/coronavirus-update


Thank you to all parents and students for their support while we 
set up remote learning. Students are doing incredibly well! Y10 
students have made a superb start to using MS Teams for their 
online lessons and they are uploading work to Show My    
Homework that is of a very good standard. It is clear that       
students are not allowing the temporary school closure to be a 
reason to fall behind; they are in fact leading the way. Y7-9 are 
also engaging well with the online learning programme.  

Online and remote learning will continue until midday on    
Friday 3rd April. Online and remote learning will then restart 
from 8:50am on Tuesday 21st April. We are working to 
phase in MS Teams to other years after the Easter holiday.      
Beyond any homework tasks that have been set, students are not 
expected to log into Show My Homework during the Easter    
holidays; indeed, I would encourage them to do activities not 
directly linked to their studies to keep their activities broad and 
varied. Further information regarding the arrangements for the        
summer term will be sent to you before 20th April 2020.  

Thank you for supporting your child in continuing to access a 
high quality education throughout this time.  

 

Mr MacPherson 

Congratulations to the 

‘Students of the Week’ for 

their great participation 

in online lessons via MS 

Teams. Well done! 

 

In this week’s bulletin:  

 

In this week’s bulletin, we want to give you some great tips and resources to use over the coming 
weeks/months to get inspired, stay healthy, learn more, and have fun! Please fill in the following 
Google form to give us your input and to make requests for future bulletins. https://
forms.gle/2AhWcqMkFDzWv58n6 

 

We’d also love to share your child’s achievements, ideas, artwork, and more. Please email Ms Linn at 
jlinn@arkgreenwich.org with photos, achievements, videos, artwork or other items that you’d like to 
share with our community to keep people smiling! 

 

During this time, the school will continue to communicate with parents as usual, through this 
bulletin, our emails and text messages, via the Xpressions app, and on our website. During the 
coronavirus closures, we will update details in one central location: https://
arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/coronavirus-update  

Enjoy!  -AGFS  

Resources for 

you and your 

family during 

isolation 

Ways to     

combat        

anxiety amidst 

coronavirus 

Important        

announcements 

on future dates 

In this edition 

you’ll find:  

1 Sherif Karatu 

2 Umar-Al-Faruk Abudu 

3 Chosen Aduku 

4 Joseph Aitken 

5 Emmanuella Danso 

6 Jeremiah Iseki 

7 Elmpian Memlika 

8 Joseph Soldinger 

9 Archie Wilson 

10 Shanilah Yusuf 

 

https://forms.gle/2AhWcqMkFDzWv58n6
https://forms.gle/2AhWcqMkFDzWv58n6
mailto:jlinn@arkgreenwich.org?subject=To%20share%20with%20AGFS%20community%20
https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/coronavirus-update
https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/coronavirus-update


 Reducing anxiety 

This is a worrying time for us all and many of 
us are anxious about what is going to happen 
over the next few months.   

There are lots of places that you or your child 
can go to for advice or help, and below are 
some links to some useful websites: 

https://www.childline.org.uk/  

    https://headscapegreenwich.co.uk/ 

    https://youngminds.org.uk/ 

    https://www.samaritans.org/ 

    https://tinyurl.com/wkfuq4v 

If you need support you can also get in touch 
with the school via the usual channels. 

 

Year 7-10 reports 

The year 7 – 10 Academic and Pastoral reports will be emailed home over the next few weeks – if you 
require a hard copy of this report, please contact the school at info@arkgreenwich.org and we will     
endeavour to provide this for you as soon as we can. 

 

Year 10 PLCs 

The year 10 PLCs will not be emailed home, instead, they will be printed and made available for        
students and parents, as soon as possible. Unfortunately ,we cannot give an exact date due to the       
current situation, but we will update you as soon as a date can be arranged.  

If your child currently has medicine stored at the school that you would like to pick up during 

school closure, please email Ms Linn at jlinn@arkgreenwich.org. 

Update on the High School Musical 

Given Government guidance, AGFS has decided to postpone the school musical until further notice. 
We were scheduled to have rehearsals at the end of the Easter holiday, with the musical being on the 
last week of April.  

Please reassure your child that the musical will still happen, but for the moment it is postponed. We 
will confirm the new dates once school has re-opened. 

In the meantime please ensure that your child is using their script to practise songs, learn lyrics and 
lines, and as much as they can – they should also practise their dances. This could even be their form 
of exercise for the day!    

 

Thank you and stay safe,  

Ms Matthews 

https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://headscapegreenwich.co.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://tinyurl.com/wkfuq4v


For Computer 
Science/
Coding:  

https://
scratch.mit.edu
/
studi-
os/1817151/  

https://
www.senecalearning.
com/ 

 https://
studio.code.org/
projects/public 

 

Maths and 
English:  

https://

vle.mathswatch

.co.uk/vle  

https://uk.ixl.com/  https://

www.worldb

ookday.com/

resources/  

https://

www.booktrust.org.

uk/books-and-

reading/have-some

-fun/#!?

q=&sortOption=At

oZ&pageNo=1  

https://

sto-

ries.audible.com

/start-listen 

Science:  https://

www.tassomai.c

om/  

https://

www.getbodysmart.c

om/  

https://

learning-

re-

sources.scien

cemuseum.or

g.uk/

resources/?

keystage=ks3

+ks4  

https://

bpes.bp.com/

resources/list/

secondary  

https://

mommypop-

pins.com/

kids/50-easy-

science-

experiments-for-

kids-fun-

educational-

activities-using-

household-stuff  

Full                   
curriculum:  

https://

www.bbc.co.uk

/bitesize  

https://

www.dkfindout.com/

uk/  

 https://

www.edx.org/  

 

MFL: http://

www.bbc.co.uk

/languages/  

https://ocw.mit.edu/

courses/global-

studies-and-

languages/  

https://

www.duolingo.com

/  

  

PE: https://
tinyurl.com/
rgddeud 

https://
www.fitnessblender.c
om/videos  

https://
www.youtube.com/
user/
planetfitnessnh/
videos  

https://
www.youtub
e.com/user/
dailyburn/
videos 

http://
dailyburn.com/
invite/gQLKA 

Religious 
Studies and 
personal       
education: 
https://
truetube.co.uk/ 

  Art: https://

www.youtube.com/

user/ArtforKidsHub 

 Careers: 

https://

www.youthe

mployment.o

rg.uk/career-

personality-

tests-free-

online/  

 

AGFS: https://
tinyurl.com/
wo3swqd 

https://
tinyurl.com/
ty6ra4h 

https://tinyurl.com/

yx2lxzco 

https://

tinyurl.com/

wrgoy2o 

https://

tinyurl.com/

tyvj9pc 

https://

tinyurl.com/

rf99x8q 

Resources for independent learning at home: 

Be sure to follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn to keep up-to-date on school news, job 

postings, thought leadership, and more!  

Twitter: @ArkGreenwich      LinkedIn: Ark Greenwich Free School 
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