
 

Friday 3rd April 2020  
‘Among the highest performing schools in the country.’  - Evening Standard 

Weekly Parent Bulletin 

Message from the Headteacher 
 

 

I am extremely proud of how our community has adapted to this unprecedented 
situation over recent weeks. We are all working incredibly hard to keep our children safe 
and to continue to provide a high quality education. I’m indebted to our staff and 
parents for meeting this challenge head on with such a positive ‘can do’ attitude. The 
journey ahead of us will be difficult, but if we continue to work together in this way, we 
may even emerge stronger at the end of it.    
 

It is important that students take a break from school work over Easter. In this week’s 
bulletin, we’ve provided some great links to resources and ideas for you and your family 
to enjoy over the holiday. We have found some of the best family friendly ways to stay 
healthy, grounded, and entertained. I hope you have fun with them! You will also find 
some exciting updates to our careers provision on page 7. 
 

I’m sure you will understand that I have also instructed my staff to take a break and 
recharge their batteries over Easter. Daily phone calls and virtual learning will be 
postponed over the holiday period. When we return to school, and as we bring Year 9 
onboard with live Microsoft Teams lessons, we will need to scale back the volume of 
phone calls that are being made to families to better manage staff work streams. Moving 
forward, parents and students will receive weekly contact from their key member of 
staff and should continue to monitor our website for daily updates. We will also keep in 
regular contact with you by email and text throughout the closure period.   
 

I am keen to hear your feedback on the new school working arrangements so that we 
can make any necessary adjustments for next term, please click below to give us your 
feedback: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSd0lgMtw1enkDfc38v7hUp0FpWrRH-zVaIG11mIVcM7e9aOIw/viewform.  
 

Thank you once again for all your support. I wish you and your family a safe Easter 
break.   
 

Rhys Spiers  

Headteacher 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0lgMtw1enkDfc38v7hUp0FpWrRH-zVaIG11mIVcM7e9aOIw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0lgMtw1enkDfc38v7hUp0FpWrRH-zVaIG11mIVcM7e9aOIw/viewform


Congratulations to the 

‘Students of the Week’ for 

their great participation 

online and on home-

work. Well done! 

1 Jesse Domingos 

2 Zain Raja Shaheen 

3 Grace Finch  

4 Deeyahni Bahra 

5 Erin Corry 

6 Imani Douglas 

7 Lillie Kershaw 

8 Aidus Mabrook 

9 Megan Perry 

10 Aaliyah Sancko 

Many families may now qualify for Free School Meals due to the         
coronavirus outbreak, to register,  visit: https://
www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools 

Please fill in the following Google form to give us your input and to 
make requests for future bulletins. https://
forms.gle/2AhWcqMkFDzWv58n6.  We’d   also love to share your 
child’s achievements, ideas, artwork, and more. Please email Ms Linn 
at jlinn@arkgreenwich.org with      photos, achievements, videos,      
artwork or other items that you’d like to share with our community to 
keep people smiling! During this time, the school will continue to       
communicate with parents as usual, through this bulletin, our emails 
and text messages, via the Xpressions app, and on our website. During 
the coronavirus closures, we will   update details in one central           
location: https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/coronavirus-
update  

Be sure to follow us on Twitter 

and LinkedIn to keep up-to-

date on school news, job      

postings, thought leadership, 

and more!  

Twitter: 

@ArkGreenwich    

    

LinkedIn: Ark       

Greenwich Free School 

One Month Daily Exercise Challenge 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools
https://forms.gle/2AhWcqMkFDzWv58n6
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Year 9 Parents Evening and Options process 

Unfortunately, due to the prolonged school closures, we are unable to hold the year 9 Par-
ents Evening as planned on the 23rd April 2020. 

We will still be completing the options process online, and the link will be sent out to par-
ents on the 20th April 2020. The deadline for completion of this will be 12pm on the 1st 
May 2020. The process for this will include the following choices: 

Humanities choice: History or Geography 

Then three 1st choices and at least three 2nd choices from the following: 

 

You will also have the opportunity to express an interest in taking GCSE Dance as an        
additional GCSE. 

Lastly you will be given the opportunity to request entry into a home language at GCSE   
level, if you wish. 

If you wish to speak to a senior member of staff about your child’s option choices, ahead of 
the form submission, please contact the school as soon as possible at                                 
info@arkgreenich.org and a call will be scheduled to discuss this, at a mutually agreed 
time. 

Y9 GCSE Options - Missed Career Meetings 

If any Y9 students missed their 1-1 career meetings earlier this month with our school Careers 
Lead, Mrs Neville, and require any guidance/support with option choices, please contact         
lneville@arkgreenwich.org who will be able to assist you. 

• History/Geography (if you wish to do both) • Triple Science 

• Drama • Computer Science 

• Statistics • Music 

• Religious Studies • Art 

• GCSE PE • Photography 

mailto:info@arkgreenich.org
mailto:lneville@arkgreenwich.org


PE: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=faE7889AIaU  

Yoga: https://
www.downdogapp.com/
schools/instructions/
arkgreenwich_org  

Dance: https://
twitter.com/
diversedancemix/
sta-
tus/12410982643735
92065  

Couch to 5k:  

https://
www.nhs.uk/live-
well/exercise/couch
-to-5k-week-by-
week/  

Full curriculum: 

https://

www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCQ0_JQL4wdQd-

Xe5hC4PwTg  

Reading: https://

www.worldofdavidw

alliams.com/

elevenses/  

PE: https://
www.jumpstartjonny.co.uk
/  

Science: https://

drchips.weebly.com/ 

Biology: https://

www.youtube.com/

results?

search_query=steve

+backshall  

Full curriculum: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/

teach  

 Music: https://

www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCQh2wgJ5tO-

rixYBn6jFXsXQ/

videos  

Art: https://

www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCytyn-

WlABGhkN_BboM5mHBg  

Geography: https://
www.field-studies-
council.org/resources
-and-ideas/  

Reading: http://

www.gutenberg.org/

browse/scores/top  

Theatre:  https://

tinyurl.com/ragpll6 

MFL films on   
Netflix: https://
drive.google.com/
file/
d/14NJFHTfAsy5Elx
cELjBG4n2AV9g5za
Dx/view  

British Sign Language: 

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UC9w889Lid1JHB-

AX4dCoQoQ  

Blue Peter Badges: 

https://

www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/

curations/blue-peter-

badges  

PSHE                  
information: 
https://
www.heartsmart.fa
mily/   

Top 30 Educational 

Netflix shows: https://

www.weareteachers.com

/educational-netflix-

shows/  

Cooking: https://
www.jamieoliver.co
m/features/
category/get-kids-
cooking/  

Cooking: https://

www.bbcgoodfood.com/

recipes  

Cooking: https://

www.brighthorizons.c

o.uk/family-

resources/recipes  

Edinburgh Zoo 
cams: https://
www.edinburghzoo.
org.uk/webcams/
panda-cam/  

Game Night: https://

playtivities.com/20-

family-game-night-

ideas/  

Spaghetti Towers: 
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=7DHs02PbWFs 

Slime: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mtflkj3VIjM 

How to make a 
bath bomb: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=ARuoDB7R8WY 

Lava Lamps: 
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=4bjwFLjPgpg 

Making Slush: 
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Qbcfajl6i10 

Walking Water    
Experiment: 
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=k8YtroKjVxo 

Colour Changing Flow-

ers: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=AMvEVnAFCNA  

Colour Mixing 
Wheels: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=37vPrNagz8M 

Candy crystals: 
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=VpOU0Fo7QfU 

Density Tower: 
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4EMUsPJtCoc 

New resources for independent                                         
learning and fun at home over Easter: 
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Arrangements for Summer Term  

Remote Learning  

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping your child access a high-quality education 

from home, especially given the broader pressure placed on parents at this time. The UK 

Government has not yet indicated when schools will re-open and we anticipate that this 

will not be for some time. The school is therefore preparing for remote learning to        

continue next half term and this letter sets out the arrangements for each year group. 

Further teaching and learning updates will be shared with you at the beginning of each 

month.       

Please note that there will be an INSET day for staff on Monday 20th April, so no lessons 

will take place on this day. The first day of the summer term for all students will be   

Tuesday 21st April.  

Summer term teaching 

Year 10 students will continue to access their lessons via MS Teams. As students are now 

accessing their education consistently via this platform and connectivity issues have been 

resolved, parents will only be contacted by a member of staff if their child has not          

attended a scheduled lesson or if their child is completing work packs that were sent 

home in the last few weeks.  

Students in Years 7 and 8 will continue to complete work on Show My Homework in the 

first instance. They will join lessons via MS Teams at a later point in the summer term 

and full details of how we will support students through this transition will be shared in 

the coming weeks.  

Students in Year 9 will join Year 10 in accessing their lessons via MS Teams. This will 

mean that they follow their normal timetable and join their teachers online for lessons.  

Daily telephone calls for Year 9 students and parents will be suspended next term in light 

of this change. Parents will only be contacted if their child does not attend lessons on MS 

Teams. These calls will go to a weekly check in from your key worker.  

If you think your child may have difficulty accessing their lessons via MS Teams after the 

online training, please contact the school reception (info@arkgreenwich.org) in the first 

instance. Work packs may be sent to students to complete by hand if we are unable to   

resolve technical issues.  

Thank you again for your support and I hope you have a restful spring break.  

 Mr MacPherson  

Calling All Writers!  

There are two writing competitions open now until April 30th. Click below to find out more about these 
free competitions you can enter to win. Winners will have their pieces published and may win further 
prizes for themselves and the school!   

Creative writing competition:  https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4/sos-missing 

Poetry competition: https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4/through-their-eyes 

https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4/sos-missing
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4/through-their-eyes


Online Student Career Log 

To further support your child with their Career Journey, AGFS are launching a new way for 

students to record their career journey using an online platform called START. This has 

been launched via SMHW this week and includes the attached step-by-step student      

guideline. All students, Years 7 to 11 need to register/sign-up to this online platform using 

their school email address. This log is unlike the career log in their student planner, START 

has the following benefits: 

• Gives access to the best and most comprehensive careers information and advice     

available 

• Contains modules students work through throughout their time at AGFS, which are    

designed to guide and help students make informed choices about their future study 

and work 

• Includes tools such as job suitability profiling and an online record of achievement for 

all year groups as well; has content including job profiles, apprenticeship vacancies 

and course information for post-16 and -18 providers 

This is an exciting and excellent project for your child to do over the Easter break. The    
deadline date for completing this is on Friday 24th April 2020. Should you have any      
questions about this platform, please email Ms Neville at lneville@arkgreenwich.org. 

School Play Update 

Following on from the Government advice, theatres have currently closed their doors. You 
may have received notification regarding a workshop on the 27th April, and a theatre trip on 
the 5th of May. Unfortunately, these events have been cancelled. 

 

We hope that in the coming year there will be other opportunities open to our students. For 
now, there are lots of live theatre streaming opportunities which I have listed at the link be-
low. Please encourage your child to watch these as they will not be available forever, and is a 
great way for them to experience live theatre free of charge. 

https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/stage-shows-musicals-opera-free-
stream-online_51198.html 

Careers Lead Achieves Level 6 Qualification 

Recently our School Librarian and Careers Lead, Mrs Neville, completed her Level 6          

qualification for careers guidance. This 15 month course included observations, assignments 

and interviews with students covering a multitude of subjects driven to holistically advise on 

academics and careers, giving a bespoke careers conversation for each and every student.  

This CDI qualification completes Mrs Neville’s requirements to join the UK Register of        

Career Development Professionals. Our students are in great hands with Mrs Neville as their 

Careers Lead. Congratulations to Mrs Neville.  

mailto:lneville@arkgreenwich.org
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EtonX, from Eton College, creates innovative online courses and software for teenagers to 
develop the skills they need to thrive in a rapidly changing world. Its Future Skills          
Programme is a series of short online courses designed to equip young people with the 
practical, entrepreneurial and soft skills they need for university entrance and a successful 
career beyond. Eton College are currently offering these courses for free to students at UK 
state schools.  

Courses are delivered on EtonX’s cutting-edge learning platform and feature live online 
classes with EtonX tutors, interactive self-study and peer-to-peer learning. EtonX courses 
are available globally and give students a unique opportunity to learn from and interact 
with peers in other locations. Courses are 100% online and take place in a virtual         
classroom led by an EtonX tutor. Students can use this time constructively and gain an    
extra qualification, whilst learning with students from around the world. The EtonX       
virtual classroom allows teenagers to continue interacting online, in small groups, and   
collaborate on tasks together.  

Courses run for two weeks and start each Monday. Current courses available for students 
to join are:  

1. Creative Thinking – learn analytical and logical thinking skills.  

2. Creative Problem Solving – learn how to come up with innovative ideas and apply 
them in your own life.  

3. Verbal Communication – learn how to minimise stress and misunderstanding when 
interacting with others.  

4. Public Speaking – improve your ability to speak in all contexts, from formal speeches 
in front of an audience to information presentations in class.  

5. Making an Impact – learn how to develop influencing skills to increase your          
leadership capabilities.  

6. Writing skills – learn how to produce your best work no matter what the essay      
question.  

 

To find out more about the courses and to sign up, please email Ms Linn 
(jlinn@arkgreenwich.org) for more details.  

Laurell Hector, CEO of McManus HRD Ltd offers a level 2 Young Leadership Award. This 
award will help scholars: 
 
• Learn essential skills in leadership and self-management. 
• Develop an understanding, plus core skills, in the role of mentoring. 
• Build evidence of your new skills through a journal of development. 
• Improve your personal accountability and motivation. 
• Get a nationally recognised qualification. 
 
Laurell has kindly contacted the school offering to provide this qualification to Year 11’s 
during this time. Learners will be able to do this via 3-4 online sessions. The cost of the 
qualification is usually £650 however if more than 10 scholars sign up Laurell can offer this 
qualification at £250. If you or your child are interested please contact Laurell directly by 
emailing: laurell@mcmanushrd.com and silvia@mcmanushrd.com. 

Opportunities for Year 11 Students:  

mailto:laurell@mcmanushrd.com
mailto:silvia@mcmanushrd.com

