
 

Friday 24th April 2020  
‘Among the highest performing schools in the country.’  - Evening Standard 

Weekly Parent Bulletin 

Message from the Headteacher 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Thank you for your excellent support with home and virtual learning. Our staff 
would not be able to continue to deliver a good education without you. I am very 
grateful for all the efforts you are making to ensure your children continue to 
login to Show My Homework daily, attend lessons and submit work of a high 
standard. I do hope you too have been able to observe some of our great teachers 
and gain a unique insight into lessons at AGFS.   

 

As we have upscaled the number of live online lessons this term, to manage staff 
workload, it has been necessary to reduce the number of student wellbeing calls. I 
hope you feel we have got the balance about right but do remember we continue 
to be here for you. The central school email account (info@arkgreenwich.org) is 
monitored daily and staff will be quick to respond if you need us.  

 

As you know, there is still no news from the government as to when schools will 
reopen. As soon as we hear anything we will be in touch. In the meantime, we will 
continue to do all we can to ensure students do not fall behind.   

 

On a positive note, we are expecting the publication of our Section 8 Ofsted report 
(11-12 February, 2020) sometime in the near future. I look forward to updating 
you accordingly when I have further news.   

 

Wishing you and your family the very best at this challenging time. 

 

Rhys Spiers  

Headteacher 

mailto:info@arkgreenwich.org


Congratulations to the 

‘Students of the Week’ for 

their great participation 

online and on homework. 

Well done! 

1 Robert–Andrei Pecete  

2 Jesse Domingos 

3 Alexander Liberato 

4 Muktar Mustapha 

5 Tarun Murley 

6 Oluwafunmilayo  

Ogundokun 

7 Ekaterina         

Yarushinskaya 

8 Daniel Junior Asare 

9 Raz Talat  

10 Papa Ameyaw 

Free School Meals  

Parents with children receiving Free School Meals should by now 
have received an email from a company called Edenred with a 
link to obtain a voucher from a supermarket of their choice. We 
are aware there are some queues to obtain the voucher so we    
recommend logging on late in the evening or early morning to  
reduce the wait time to get your voucher. Any family who has not 
have their voucher through yet please ensure you check your junk 
folder and let us know via info@arkgreenwich.org.  We are      
committed to ensuring all families receive their vouchers as soon 
as possible. 

Please fill in the following Google form to give us your input and 
to make requests for future bulletins. https://
forms.gle/2AhWcqMkFDzWv58n6. 
 

We’d also love to share your child’s achievements, ideas,           
artwork, and more. Please email Ms Linn at 
jlinn@arkgreenwich.org with  photos, achievements, videos,    
artwork or other items that you’d like to share with our           
community to keep people smiling!  
 

During this time, the school will continue to communicate with 
parents as usual, through this bulletin, our emails and text     
messages, via the Xpressions app, and on our website. During 
the coronavirus closures, we will update details in one central 
location: https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/coronavirus-
update  

Be sure to follow us on 

Twitter and LinkedIn to 

keep up-to-date with 

AGFS!  

Twitter: 

@ArkGreenwich    

LinkedIn: Ark       

Greenwich Free 

School 

Ramadan Kareem!  

During the Month of Ramadan (24th  April – 24rd May) depending on the 
moon sighting, we will be providing a specific prayer time break slot that 
caters for our students observing Ramadan. The prayer time slot will be 
available for students to use at lunch-time only. Please inform your child 
that during Ramadan clear flexibility will be enforced to ensure they will  
remain healthy whilst working online, but the school rules will still be fully 
applicable to them. They will also still be expected to participate in all their 
lessons, including practical subjects such as Drama. 

 

Many families may now qualify for Free School Meals due to the         
coronavirus outbreak, to register,  visit: https://
www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools 

MS Teams IT Issues  

Any year 9 and 10 students still experiencing issues with         
Microsoft Teams, please use the following as your first point of 
contact in resolving these issues:  

Year 9: Ms Sehra at dsehra@arkgreenwich.org 

Year 10: Ms Valibhai at tvalibhai@arkgreenwich.org  

The Government has   
provided a lovely list of 
educational resources at: 
https://tinyurl.com/
u6l64n4 
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Monitoring Screen Time 

We want to support parents in helping students 
avoid eye strain and headaches when spending 
long periods of time in front of a screen. Please see 
the information below from the NHS website on 
how to manage screen usage: 

Working for long periods on a computer can make 
your eyes feel tired or strained. 

 

You may develop:  

• Eye discomfort 

• Headaches 

• Itchy eyes 

• Difficulty focusing  

 

While working on the computer:  

• Pause now and again and look into the dis-
tance or stare out of the window 

• Actively blink your eyes now and again 

• Stretch your head and neck  

 

You should also take frequent short breaks away 
from the computer.  

Make sure you’re working in well-lit conditions 
but without light reflecting off the computer 
screen. 

Year 10 Reports have now been 
posted to all y10 families. Please 
note, there may be a delay in          
receiving these due to Covid-19. 
Thank you for your patience.  

Community Support for Families 

As promoted previously, the Greenwich Community Hub can provide support for a range 
of challenges families face whether that is financial pressures or otherwise.  This includes:  

• collecting / delivering prescriptions 

• delivering essential food packages 

• connecting families to local community services to support with other areas such as                                                                             
 finances 

 

The Hub also now has an online referral route in addition to the telephone and email 
route.   

Contact the Greenwich Community Hub on: 

Tel: 0800 470 4831 

Email: covid19support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

NEW ONLINE REFERRAL: https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/xfp/form/526 

Please see the webpage for further information - https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/
communityhub 

Keeping Our Community Safe 

Thank you all for engaging with our 
regular phone calls.  This is a really 
important part of our strategy to    
continue to support our students 
and keep them safe during this              
challenging time. 

We have reduced the number of calls 
we are making to ensure that more 
students can be taught in live online 
lessons but you will continue to be 
contacted at least once per week by 
your key member of staff. 

 
A reminder that you can continue to 
contact the school directly on 0208 
319 3962 or via:                                      
info@arkgreenwich.org. If you have 
any urgent matters to discuss, and 
your child’s form tutor and key staff    
member can be contacted via email. 
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School Play Update 

Please reassure your child that the musical will still happen, but for the moment it is post-
poned. We will confirm the new dates once school has re-opened. 

In the meantime please ensure that your child is using their script to practise songs, learn lyr-
ics and lines, and as much as they can – practise the dances. This could even be there form of 
exercise for the day!  

There will not be any weekend rehearsals until further notice.  

Calling All Writers– Competition Deadline 30th April 

There are two writing competitions open now until April 30th. Click below to find out more 
about these free competitions you can enter to win. Winners will have their pieces published 
and may win further prizes for themselves and the school!   

Creative writing competition:  https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4/sos-
missing 

Poetry competition: https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4/through-their-
eyes 

 Reducing anxiety 

This is a worrying time for us all and many of   

us are anxious about what is going to happen 

over the next few months.   

There are lots of places that you or your child 

can go to for advice or help, and below are   

some links to some useful websites: 

https://www.childline.org.uk/  

    https://headscapegreenwich.co.uk/ 

    https://youngminds.org.uk/ 

    https://www.samaritans.org/ 

    https://tinyurl.com/wkfuq4v 

If you need support you can also get in touch 

with the school via the usual channels. 

Enrichment Update 

AGFS is committed to providing enrichment opportunities. Years 7, 8 and 9 do not need to 
participate in an online session for enrichment, however a list of recommended enrichment 
activities will be added to Show My Homework this coming Wednesday, the 29th. Students 
can complete any one of the tasks in any category. We hope the students use the                    
recommendations to continue to develop our school values of ambition, growth, fellowship 
and scholarship and as always enjoy enrichment.  
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Online Student Career Log Deadline Today 

To further support your child with their Career Journey, AGFS are launching a new way for 
students to record their career journey using an online platform called START. This was 
launched via SMHW this week and includes the attached step-by-step student guideline. All 
students, Years 7 to 11 need to register/sign-up to this online platform using their school email 
address by today, 24th April. Should you have any questions about this platform, please email 
Ms Neville at lneville@arkgreenwich.org. 

Well done to Mason Collins on his baking      
efforts  over Easter break. His delicious looking 
cookies definitely win AGFS Star baker!   

Year 9 Options Form Deadline May 1st 

A reminder that the Year 9 Options form can be found at http://tinyurl.com/
agfsyear9options2020 

A setting has been changed this week, so that this form is easier to access and complete. 
Please note the deadline for completion is 12pm on Friday 1st May. 

If you do not complete this in time, the options choices will be made for your child, so please 
do ensure your selections are made. 

Please contact dsehra@arkgreenwich.org if you are having any difficulty in completing the 
form. 

 Update on Student Refunds 

• Refunds for school meals will be 
processed before the end of the    
academic year. In the first instance 
we would ask parents/carers if they 
would like balances transferred to a 
sibling within the school. 

• At present we are waiting for the 
refund from NST, the travel        
company, before we can issue        
refunds for students who were     
going on the Barcelona Trip.  

• Currently prom is still scheduled to 
happen but is postponed. All tickets 
previously purchased will be       
honoured. Refunds will be            
considered when we have a new 
date in place.  
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Meet Your New Teachers! 
Starting after Easter Break, we’ve had several wonderful additions to our AGFS teaching staff. 
Please join us in welcoming new Science teachers Ms Ozatinc and Ms Tubea, new English 
teacher, Ms Maisuria ,and new Head of Science, Ms Byrne.  Below you can get to know them a 
little bit more.  

Ms Ozatinc, Science  

Ms Ozatinc teaches both KS3 and KS4 Science; who loves  Sci-
ence because it helps her make sense of the world around and 
stimulates the production of endorphins in her system! She 
loves exercise and is at the gym most nights of the week and 
keeps a positive mindset to what ever comes her way. She is 
excited and is looking forward for this new chapter of her life!  

Ms Tubea, Science  

Ms Tubea teaches years 7, 8,9 and 10. Ms Tubea 
graduated in Forensic Science and is passionate 
about the application of science in particular. For    
instance, analysing chemicals to develop tests and 
detect specific chemicals to help solve a crime. 
When Ms Tubea is not fascinated by the              
mysterious unknown phenomena out there that 
science endeavours to expose and explain, she is 
writing her first poetry book called, "The Sun, Stars 
and the Moon", Which incorporates science in the 
many stories of romance and travel. You can never 
miss Ms Tubea, she always has a big smile on her 
face and loves to stop people for a friendly           
conversation.  

Ms Byrne, Head of Science  

Ms Byrne is the new Head of Science at AGFS and teaches year 7
-11. Ms Byrne loves Science because she had an amazing Science 
teacher in school who did fun and exciting practicals every week. 
Ms Byrne has worked in the pharmaceutical industry and has 
carried out research for Cancer Ireland. She is a big fan of         
basketball and has been lucky enough to go to the US to watch a 
number of NBA games. Ms Byrne hopes to meet Lebron James 



 Ms Maisuria, English 

Ms Maisuria teaches English Language and          
Literature to all year groups. Ms Maisuria’s            
favourite genre to read and teach is science fiction 
because you can let your imagination run wild! She 
strongly believes that English is a crucial subject to 
help you express yourself in all aspects of life. Her 
second favourite love is cycling. She hopes to be able 
to cycle 98km from London to Brighton by next 
summer. Ms Maisuria really looks forward to meet-
ing you all in person in the near future.  

Grading of GCSE examinations this summer 

The Government has now released guidance to schools on how GCSE results will be issued this 
summer. Year 11 parents will receive a letter explaining this process on Monday. In the 
meantime, please watch this video to receive an overview of the process. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXuDOrtJY1Q  

Information and Opportunities for Year 11 Students 

MIT OpenCourseware is brilliant for those students wanting to pursue an A-Level Computer      
Science; they will get access to video lectures, and lecture notes.  https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/
electrical-engineering-and-computer-science/ 

 

For other resources for Y11 students visit: https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/updates-
year-11-students-and-parents  

During Easter break, the AGFS staff had a little bit 
too much time on their hands. We hope you enjoy 
our rendition of 'Eye of the Tiger' by Survivor.  
Watch it here:  

https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/agfs-
eye-tiger  
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New Immersive Career Experiences 
The "Live & Online" Series  

We are delighted to announce that InvestIN will be providing six additional career          
experience programmes LIVE & ONLINE in May for students aged 15-18. These 
programmes give students the opportunity to gain crucial career coaching in a live,               
interactive environment, from the comfort of their own homes.  
 
The new programmes are listed below. Click on any to see full details and register now.   

The Young Entrepreneur 

Programme: 

Saturday 2nd May  

The Young Lawyer Programme: 

Sunday 3rd May  

The Young Architect  

Programme: 

Saturday 9th May  

The Young Political Leader 

Programme: 

Sunday 10th May  

The Young Film-Maker                  

Programme: 

Saturday 16th May  

The Young Computer Scientist 

Programme: 

Sunday 17th May  

The InvestIN 'Live & Online' programmes are delivered by top professionals who will be    
on-hand throughout to answer your students' questions live from London.   

EtonX 

EtonX, from Eton College, creates innovative online courses and software for teenagers to          
develop the skills they need to thrive in a rapidly changing world. Its Future Skills Programme is 
a series of short online courses designed to equip young people with the practical,                        
entrepreneurial and soft skills they need for university entrance and a successful career beyond. 
Eton College are currently offering these courses for free to students at UK state schools.  

We are currently working with Eton to provide our Year 11s with access to the  Making an Impact 
course, where students will  learn how to develop influencing skills to increase your leadership 
capabilities.  

More information will be provided to all year 11s regarding EtonX in the next week.  

Online Course Opportunities  
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Women in Tech - Degree Apprenticeship Info webinar 

Thursday 30 April 2020, 14:00 – 15:00, Online (roles available in London and 
Birmingham) 

Who: Females interested in Degree Apprenticeships 

What: We’re looking for more talented young people to join us this September in creating the 
future.  We’re particularly keen to ensure that young women hear the message, as they are un-
der represented in the technology space, but they definitely help the tech industry make Britain 
a better place. So, we’re hosting an online event to encourage young ladies to understand our 
Degree Apprenticeship roles that bit better. We will be discussing all things apprenticeships, 
from grade requirements to guides for the assessment centres.  You’ll meet Dan Doherty, Early 
Careers Manager and the recruitment team as well as some of our current Apprentices who can 
share their own stories and offer some tips. We have roles available in Telford, Worthing, Man-
chester, Liverpool, London, Woking and Birmingham. We want to offer support and reassur-
ance to those of you keen to start your career as technologists, and ensure that more young la-
dies join our industry as we endeavour to move closer to a 50% gender balance. Once, you’ve 
got your digital ticket, please use the digital link provided on the ticket to access the 
event.    We want to ensure you are safe online so some further instructions will be included 
around joining this Microsoft Teams event. 

 

Cost: Free 

Next steps: If you have any questions please contact apprentices.careers.uk@capgemini.com 
and/or sign up here. 

  
Leadership through Sport and Business: Business and Finance Apprenticeship   

including 12-week bootcamp 

September 2020, London & Birmingham 

Who: We are looking for young people aged 16 – 21 who are passionate about building a career 
in finance and accountancy, and business admin. You don’t need previous experience, but you 
do need to show evidence of an interest in the sector. 

What: Leadership Through Sport & Business is a social mobility charity that equips bright 
young people with access to meaningful work with major firms. We work with major firms in 
the UK, including Grant Thornton, RSM, TalkTalk and EY to offer Level 3 Accounting, Busi-
ness Admin and Finance apprenticeship opportunities in London, Birmingham and Liverpool. 
You will undergo a 12-week bootcamp that combines the power of Sport and Business to help 
you succeed.  From gaining a Sports Leadership qualification to a host of employability skills 
and exclusive corporate experiences, we give you the edge. You’ll also complete an accredited 
AAT Level 2 qualification through one of our education partners. Successful completion of the 
bootcamp guarantees you interviews with our major firms for junior finance and accounting 
roles. On the apprenticeship you’ll have the opportunity to gain a Level 3 qualification, learn 
new skills, earn a competitive salary, and be supported professionally through the programme. 
Eligibility criteria: 

• Educated at a state school 

• At least a 5 or above in English and Maths GCSEs 

• Passionate about the business sector 

• Proven interest in business and finance 

• And you must be eager to learn and succeed 

Next steps: Check you meet the eligibility criteria and apply here ASAP for Sept 2020 start. 
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