
 

Friday 1st May 2020  
‘Among the highest performing schools in the country.’  - Evening Standard 

Weekly Parent Bulletin 

Message from the Headteacher 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

The Prime minister announced yesterday that the government will be setting out 
plans next week on when children might return to school. The date will depend on 
scientific advice and any reopening is expected to take place in a ‘phased manner’. 
I will be in touch as soon as we receive further information.  

 

In the meantime, your continued support in ensuring your child logs on by 9am 
each morning, attends any online lessons and uploads work to the best of their 
ability is invaluable.  

 

This week’s parent bulletin includes useful information and news from around 
the school. My personal highlight is the brilliant rendition of ‘all in this together’ 
by the cast of the school musical: https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/all-
together-agfs-musical.  

 

I hope the frequent contact from your key member of staff provides you with the 
support and reassurance you need. But please remember, we are here for you 
when you need us. Simply call the main school switchboard on 0208 319 3692 
and leave a message or email info@arkgreenwich.org.   

 

Thank you once again for all you are doing to support us to continue to provide a 
high-quality education.      

 

 

Rhys Spiers  

Headteacher 
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Congratulations to the 

‘Students of the Week’ for their 

great participation online and 

on homework.  

Well done! 

1 Jonathan Nkenge 

2 Kiera Walsh 

3 Scarlett West 

4 Tarun Murley 

5 Deisi Hallulli 

6 Success Morrison 

7 Harry Smith 

8 David Adekunle 

9 Radostin Angelov 

10 Roma Ghool 

Upcoming Dates 
Monday 4th May, Year 11 EtonX Course goes live communication has been sent to 
all Year 11 parents and been posted to the y11 section of the AGFS website. 

Thursday 7th May and Wednesday 13th May , Year 9 Maths Assessments via 
MathsWatch communication has been sent to all Year 9 parents.  

Thursday 7th May and Thursday 14th May , Year 10 Maths Assessments via 
MathsWatch communication has been sent to all Year 10 parents.  

Friday 8th May, Bank Holiday, no school 

Monday 18th May, Year 10 Post—16 Launch Assembly, communication will be sent 
to all Year 10 parents shortly. 

Sunday  31st May, START Career Log deadline for login details have been  
posted with step-by-step directions on Show My Homework. 

Be sure to follow us on Twitter 

and LinkedIn to keep up-to-

date with AGFS!  

Twitter: 

@ArkGreenwich    

LinkedIn: Ark       

Greenwich Free School 

Please be aware that the Show My  
Homework app logo and name will be 
changing to  Satchel One from today. 
There is no action required from you for 
this to happen and this will not   affect 
your service. You will still be able to 
search for the app by typing ‘Show My  
Homework’. The new app will look like the picture to the 
right.  Please continue to contact the school at                      
info@arkgreenwich.org if you experience any issues with 
this. 

Keeping Our Community Safe 

In our recent survey, there were a number of responses 
indicating that parents and students were unaware of how 
to report a safeguarding issue.  

Should you encounter such an issue while we’re away 
from school, please report the incident on SHARP, which 
is linked at the top of our website as well as at: https://
gfs.thesharpsystem.com/  

You  can continue to contact the school directly on 0208 
319 3962 or via: info@arkgreenwich.org. If you have any 
urgent matters to discuss, your child’s form tutor and key 
staff member can be contacted via email. 

MS Teams IT Issues 

Any year 9 and 10 students still experiencing issues with Microsoft 
Teams, please use the following as your first point of contact in        
resolving these issues:  

Year 9: Ms Sehra at dsehra@arkgreenwich.org 

Year 10: Ms Valibhai at tvalibhai@arkgreenwich.org  
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StarLine Home Learning 
Helpline for Parents 

Star Academies have worked 
with a group of partners to set 
up StarLine – a new home  
learning telephone helpline—
now live to support parents and 
carers nationwide. The aim is to 
provide support to parents and 
carers by providing   access to a 
team of qualified teachers and 
parenting experts. It’s available 
free to all parents and carers. 
Free, confidential advice is  
available six days a week by 
phoning the StarLine team on 
0330 313 9162.  The team         
behind StarLine will also be  
broadcasting a weekly              
programme on YouTube. In 
each episode of StarLive, a guest 
presenter will share practical 
ideas for home learning.       
Further  details can be found on 
the  StarLine website at: 
https://www.starline.org.uk/ 

Year 7 Aaliyah Sancko showed off some of her amazing  

cooking skills learned while in quarantine. She is our 

Master Chef of AGFS this week!  We’re sure your family 

is loving all of your tasty cooking. Great job, Aaliyah. 

Online Student Career Log Deadline Extended to 31st May 

To further support your child with their Career Journey, AGFS has launched a new way for       
students to record their career journey using an online platform called START. This was launched 
via SMHW two weeks ago and includes step-by-step student guideline. All students, Years 7 to 11 
need to register/sign-up to this online platform using their school email address by the 31st of 
May. Should you have any questions about this platform, please email Ms Neville at                     
lneville@arkgreenwich.org. 

Free School Meals  

Parents with children receiving Free School Meals should by now have received an email from a 
company called Edenred with a link to obtain a voucher from a supermarket of their choice. We 
are aware there are some queues to obtain the voucher so we    recommend logging on late in the 
evening or early morning to  reduce the wait time to get your voucher. Any family who has not 
have their voucher through yet please ensure you check your junk folder and let us know via      
info@arkgreenwich.org.  We are committed to ensuring all families receive their vouchers as soon 
as possible. 

Many families may now qualify for Free School Meals due to the coronavirus outbreak, to         
register,  visit: https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools. 
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Grading of GCSE examinations this summer 

The Government has now released guidance to schools on how GCSE results will be issued 
this summer. Year 11 parents will receive a letter explaining this process on Monday. In the 
meantime, please watch this video to receive an overview of the process. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXuDOrtJY1Q  

Information and Opportunities for Year 11 Students 

Year 11 to 12 Transitional Resources  

Resources for a wide variety of A level subjects are posted for Y11 students  on their designated 
section of the website. To see those materials, visit: https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/
news/updates-year-11-students-and-parents  

EtonX Course Starts 4th May 

EtonX, from Eton College, creates innovative online courses and software for teenagers to          
develop the skills they need to thrive in a rapidly changing world. Its Future Skills             
Programme is a series of short online courses designed to equip young people with the   
practical, entrepreneurial and soft skills they need for university entrance and a successful 
career beyond. Eton College are currently offering these courses for free to students at UK 
state schools.   

All Year 11s will have access to the ‘Making an Impact’ course starting on Monday 4th of 
May. This is not required work for students, but we strongly encourage all Year 11s to take                      
advantage of this free opportunity.   

Please check your email and/or Xpressions app for further information regarding login     
details. Should you have any difficulty accessing the portal, please email Ms Linn at 
jlinn@arkgreenwich.org.  

During this time, the school will continue to communicate with parents as usual, through this 
bulletin, our emails and text messages, via the Xpressions app, and on our website. During the 
coronavirus closures, we will update details in one central location: https://
arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/coronavirus-update  

Enrichment Update 

AGFS is committed to providing enrichment opportunities. Years 7, 8 and 9 do not need to 
participate in an online session for enrichment, however a list of recommended enrichment 
activities was added to Show My Homework on Wednesday, the 29th April. Students can 
complete any of the tasks in any category. We hope the students use the  recommendations to 
continue to develop our school values of ambition, growth, fellowship, and scholarship and as 
always enjoy enrichment.  Parents may access this ever-growing list on our website at: 
https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/sites/default/files/Recommended%20Enrichment%
20Activities.pdf  

Looking for student leader opportunities? Start developing your student leader skills through 
these online courses and watch this space, year 9 and 10, for news coming out about student 
leader positions for 2020/21.  https://leadersofevolution.com/never-waste-a-crisis-learning-
through-covid-19/ 
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