
 

Friday 15th May 2020  
‘Among the highest performing schools in the country.’  - Evening Standard 

Weekly Parent Bulletin 

 
Message from the Headteacher 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The government’s reopening plans pose some complex challenges, particularly for the primary     
sector, but AGFS is well placed to meet this latest test.  
 

Late Monday evening, schools received further guidance regarding arrangements for the potential 
phased return for certain year groups. For secondary schools, the ambition is for Year 10 students to 
receive some ‘face to face support’ to supplement remote learning from 1st June. We are also       
waiting for the Local Authority to confirm whether the Year 6 induction day can go ahead on 1st   
July.  
 

Whilst we are keen to press ahead with finalising our plans for a phased return, as part of a large 
network it is important that all Ark schools respond in a consistent and considered manner. Ark is 
working closely with various stakeholders to prepare guidance for its schools on re-opening and we 
expect to receive further information soon. 
 

I know many of you will have questions and be keen to find out more about this next phase, but we 
should not rush into this piece of work. We will take the necessary time to ensure that when          
students and staff do begin to return, they will come back to a school that is fully prepared and 
meets all hygiene and social distancing requirements that the government has set out.  
 

In the meantime, we will continue to operate our remote learning programme until such a time that 
students and staff can return to school in a safe and orderly manner. I expect to be able to provide 
you with further information on our plans next week.  
 

The current situation presents us with an opportunity to bring forward some improvements. From 
8th June we will commence a revised timetable of lessons which will allow teachers to start work 
with their September and GCSE option classes earlier, providing more time with exam groups and 
an opportunity for meaningful end of year assessment. The new timetable also enables improved 
streamlining of work for Years 7-8. You will find further information in this bulletin.  
 

Thank you once again for you ongoing support with live and remote learning.  

 

Mr Rhys Spiers 

Headteacher  



Upcoming Dates 
Monday 18th May, Year 10 Post—16 Launch Assembly, communication has been sent 
to all Year 10 parents. Please register your attendance via the link on the next page. 

Monday 25th—Friday 29th May, half term break, no school  

Sunday  31st May, START Career Log deadline for login details have been  posted with 
step-by-step directions on Show My Homework. 

Monday 1st June, First day of Summer term 2 further details regarding potential        
return to school will be sent in due course.   

Keeping Our Community Safe 

In our recent survey, there were a number of responses indicating that parents and students 
were unaware of how to report a safeguarding issue.  

Should you encounter such an issue while we’re away from school, please report the incident 
on SHARP, which is linked at the top of our website as well as at: https://
gfs.thesharpsystem.com/  

Summer 2 Teaching Arrangements 

In order to support more face to face teaching of key teaching groups and to streamline the 

arrangements for setting student work in the lower school, we will be launching a new   

timetable for all students from Monday 8th June.  

Students in Year 11 next year will continue to receive online lessons but will be taught by 

their Year 11 teachers in their Year 11 teaching groups. Students in Year 10 next year will 

participate in online lessons but will be taught in their GCSE groups and by their GCSE 

teachers. All students in Year 10 and Year 11 from September 2020 will receive a 

copy of their new timetable by post in w/c 1st June in preparation for this 

change.  

Students in Year 8 and 9 next year will study a streamlined timetable that will be the same 

for all students. This will be published in the parent bulletin on 5th June and a copy of this 

timetable will be on the school website. Students will continue to be set work on 

Show My Homework and they will continue to be expected to submit their 

completed work via this platform.  

Your key contact at school will call you in the w/c 1st June to check that you are aware of 

these changes and have all the information you need to support your child. Student           

assemblies and tutor time will be arranged so that all students know what to expect.  

The Government has announced plans for students who will be in Year 11 next year to      

receive some face to face teaching before the end of this academic year. We are waiting for 

further guidance on the proposed date that this will begin, and we will write to parents of 

students affected once arrangements have been confirmed.  

D MacPherson 

Deputy Headteacher 

All Free School Meal vouchers have now been sent out to qualifying families. If you have not   
received your voucher, please contact info@arkgreenwich.org.    

https://gfs.thesharpsystem.com/
https://gfs.thesharpsystem.com/
mailto:info@arkgreenwich.org?subject=Free%20School%20Meals


Congratulations to 

the ‘Students of the 

Week’ for their great 

participation online and 

on homework.              

Well done! 

1 Jonathan Nkenge 

2 Scarlett West 

3 Kasper Krawczyk 

4 Bradley Vuong 

5 Kiera Walsh 

6 Success Morrison 

7 Joshua Sinkala 

8 Nicoleta Charchaci 

9 Theodore Laing 

10 Tarun Murley  

MS Teams IT Issues 

Any year 9 and 10 students still experiencing issues with Microsoft 
Teams, please use the following as your first point of contact in        
resolving these issues:  

Year 9: Ms Sehra at  dsehra@arkgreenwich.org 

Year 10: Ms Valibhai at tvalibhai@arkgreenwich.org  

 Hall of Fame Nominations 

In preparation for prize evening, next academic year, we would like to ask for any nominations 
for the hall of fame. The hall of fame is one of the most prestigious rewards a student can obtain 
and leave their legacy. The criteria for being awarded a place in the hall of fame includes: 

- National or regional representation or winner of a competition/project 

- Attained 3 or more GCSE grade 9's 

- Obtained a place in an Oxbridge university 

- Received the Connor Pearce award 

- Achieved a scholarship or qualification to the highest accolade  

If you would like to make a nomination, please complete the following link: 

 https://tinyurl.com/AGFShalloffame2020 

Year 11 to 12 Transitional Resources  

Resources for a wide variety of A level subjects are posted for Y11 
students  on their designated section of the website. To see those 
materials, visit: https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/updates-
year-11-students-and-parents  

Year 10 Post—16 Launch Assembly 3:50pm on Monday 18th May 

Monday 18th May marks the launch of the post—16 process for our Year 10 students. This     
assembly will be critical in providing information to students and parents about the next steps 
of the post—16 process. A letter was sent in early May with further details regarding this      
process. If you have not already done so, please confirm your attendance at: https://
tinyurl.com/Y10Post16LaunchAssembly 

Year 7 & 8 English Lessons 19th May 2020 

In Tuesday’s English lesson for Year 7 and Year 8 pupils, students 
will be required to submit their work in quiz form through a 
Google form posted on Show My Homework. This is a great         
opportunity for teachers to assess pupil progress with regards to 
remote learning so we can cater for future remote lessons as     
necessary. Therefore, the English department will insist on 100% 
student completion for those with internet access at home. We 
thank you for your support.  

https://tinyurl.com/AGFShalloffame2020
https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/updates-year-11-students-and-parents
https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/updates-year-11-students-and-parents
https://tinyurl.com/Y10Post16LaunchAssembly
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