
 

Friday 22nd May 2020  
‘Among the highest performing schools in the country.’  - Evening Standard 

Weekly Parent Bulletin 

 
Message from the Headteacher 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

It was my pleasure to write to you earlier this week with the great news from our recent Ofsted      
inspection. It is right that we take a moment to celebrate just how far the school has come. But our 
attention must now turn back to the task at hand – keeping our students safe and continuing to   
provide a high-quality education.    

 

Following my recent emails to you, I am writing to update you on our planning for students in Year 
10 to meet with key staff for some ‘face to face support’ to supplement their live online teaching    
before the summer holidays. We are hoping to organise the first opportunity for Year 10 to come  
into school to be around the second week of June. This will take the format of a small group          
academic and well-being tutorial.  

 

Government guidance currently stipulates that only Year 10 students will be permitted onto the 
school premises. This means that, until we are informed otherwise, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will 
continue to follow their existing programme of live and online learning supported by their key 
member of staff. 

      

The health, safety and wellbeing of everyone in the school is our highest priority. We are planning 
how to put into place the measures needed so that our school can be run safely, hygienically and 
with appropriate procedures in place when we re-open. I have every confidence that we will be able 
to make the necessary adjustments. 

   

The Government has stressed that all re-opening plans will depend on infection rates decreasing 
and it won’t make its final decision on whether schools can reopen until May 28th. This                  
uncertainty makes planning a little more challenging, but we will continue to develop our strategy 
to welcome Year 10 children back into school – not least because we really miss seeing them!  

 

The Government guidance says that no more than 15 children can be in a secondary classroom 
when schools re-open. It has also said that students will need to sit two meters apart. We will    
therefore need to carefully manage how to limit the number of pupils and staff who mix with each 
other whilst in school. In addition, it will be important that we avoid large numbers of students 
gathering when arriving at or leaving school. This will mean we will have staggered face to face 
meetings so that small groups arrive and leave at different times.  

  

           Continued on next page... 



 We are expecting further guidance from the Department for Education over the coming days. 
We will then contact you to book a time for your child to attend a small group face to face  
support meeting. To minimise disruption to the live online teaching programme it is likely 
that all meetings will take place on the same day and lessons will be collapsed to facilitate 
this. We are also considering how we might facilitate end of Year 10 exams to assess learning, 
identify any knowledge gaps and provide parents and students with meaningful end of year 
feedback in preparation for Year 11.     

 

If your child is already attending our Community Classrooms for key worker and vulnerable 
children, they can continue to do so regardless of which year group they are in and we          
encourage and expect them to attend. Further information on Community Classrooms can be 
found here. 

 

Children who have been classed as ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ due to pre-existing      
medical conditions have been advised to shield. We do not expect children in this category to 
attend school, they will continue to be supported to learn at home. Further information on 
whether your child is eligible to attend school can be found here. 

 

I will write to you again after May 28th when I hope to be able to share some more specific  
arrangements and plans. Please do bear with us, I know that many of you will already have 
lots of questions, but I would ask for your patience and understanding as we continue to     
organise the return to school. 

 

In the meantime, and for all our students in Years 7, 8 and 9, please continue to encourage 
your child with their remote and live online learning – your support with this to date has been 
invaluable.  

 

School now breaks for half term with lessons recommencing on June 1st. I wish you a safe and 
relaxing half term.   

 

Rhys Spiers 

Headteacher 

Upcoming Dates 
Monday 25th—Friday 29th May, half term break, no school  

Sunday  31st May, START Career Log deadline for login details have been  posted 
with step-by-step directions on Show My Homework. 

Monday 1st June, First day of Summer term 2 further details regarding potential        
return to school will be sent in due course.   

Monday 8th June, New Timetables go into effect  individual timetables have been sent 
out to our year 10 and 11 students, the timetable for year 8 and 9 students follows on the next 
page.   

PLEASE NOTE: from the 8th of June, students will be referred to in their next year 

group as we transition to our new timetables. This will also apply in this bulletin. 

Transitioning year 6s will now be referred to as year 7s. 

https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/coronavirus-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-shielding-young-peoples-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-shielding-young-peoples-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020


Summer 2 Teaching Arrangements 

In order to support more face to face teaching of key teaching groups and to streamline the 

arrangements for setting student work in the lower school, we will be launching a new   

timetable for all students from Monday 8th June.  

Students in Year 11 next year will continue to receive online lessons but will be taught by 

their Year 11 teachers in their Year 11 teaching groups. Students in Year 10 next year will 

participate in online lessons but will be taught in their GCSE groups and by their GCSE 

teachers. All students in Year 10 and Year 11 from September 2020 will receive a 

copy of their new timetable by post in w/c 1st June in preparation for this 

change.  

Students in Year 8 and 9 next year will study a streamlined timetable that will be the same 

for all students. This is published below and a copy of this timetable will be on the school 

website. Students will continue to be set work on Show My Homework and they 

will continue to be expected to submit their completed work via this platform.  

Your key contact at school will call you in the w/c 1st June to check that you are aware of 

these changes and have all the information you need to support your child. Student           

assemblies and tutor time will be arranged so that all students know what to expect.  

The Government has announced plans for students who will be in Year 11 next year to      

receive some face to face teaching before the end of this academic year. We are waiting for 

further guidance on the proposed date that this will begin, and we will write to parents of 

students affected once arrangements have been confirmed.  

D MacPherson 

Deputy Headteacher 



Congratulations to 

the ‘Students of the 

Week’ for their great 

participation online and 

on homework.              

Well done! 

1 Oliver Kieu 

2 Muktar Mustapha 

3 Aishat Ajagbe 

4 Deeyahni Bahra 

5 Che-Anne            

Davis-Leahy 

6 Lucie Debenham 

7 Kikachukwu       

Iwelumo 

8 Tylan Johnson-

Hinds 

9 Ujwal Prasai 

10 Gonul Ali 

Supporting your child with time  

management and distractions 

Parents are doing a heroic job with managing home learning 
for their children, but we all know that this is not easy! Elevate, 
an educational coaching company who have done some work 
with our Year 11 students this year, are offering a free webinar 
to parents on time management and managing distractions. 
The webinar will focus on: 

1. How to manage your child’s study rou-
tines while the coronavirus threatens their productivity. 

2. Learn the “behind-the-scenes” secrets that      
Elevate’s coaches share with their coaching students that 
get them top marks each year. 

3. Learn Jack’s 3-keys to stress-managing your 
child that has worked for hundreds of students across 
the UK 

4. Gain FREE ACCESS to downloadable            
templates that can give you the control and visibility 
you need to assist your child. 

Event Title: How to help your child manage their time          
effectively and overcome distractions at home 

Date: Tuesday 26th May 2020 

Time: 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Cost: Free 

Sign-up Link:  https://www.elevatecoaching.info/webinar-
uk-2/  

Your feedback is extremely valuable to us. Please take 5-minutes to complete the       
Annual Parent Survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
AGFSParent2020 

Students can fill theirs out here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
AGFSStudentJune2020 

MS Teams IT Issues 

Any year 9 and 10 students still                 
experiencing issues with Microsoft Teams, 
please use the following as your first point 
of contact in resolving these issues:  

Year 9: Ms Sehra at                                           
dsehra@arkgreenwich.org 

Year 10: Ms Valibhai at 
tvalibhai@arkgreenwich.org  

Keeping Our Community Safe 

In our recent survey, there were a number of  
responses indicating that parents and students 
were unaware of how to report a safeguarding 
issue.  

Should you encounter such an issue while we’re 
away from school, please report the incident on 
SHARP, which is linked at the top of our website 
as well as at: https://gfs.thesharpsystem.com/  

https://www.elevatecoaching.info/webinar-uk-2/
https://www.elevatecoaching.info/webinar-uk-2/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AGFSParentJune2020
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AGFSParentJune2020
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AGFSStudentJune2020
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AGFSStudentJune2020
https://gfs.thesharpsystem.com/


 Year 11 Opportunity: Cambridge LPN Summer School 

16th-19th August (apply by 28th May) 

• Students accepted onto this programme will have the opportunity to take part in a 3 day 
summer school in Cambridge in Year 11 and a follow-up summer school in Year 12. 
The summer schools are run by Sidney Sussex, Murray Edwards and Christ’s College, Cam-
bridge, and focus on supporting high-achieving students from areas of low participation to 
higher education to apply to Oxbridge. 

• Who can apply? Year 11s who are: 

 Currently studying at a state school and will be studying at a state school for sixth form. 

 Intending to study academic qualifications and on track for obtain a majority grade 7/8 
or above at GCSE. 

From a home postcode classified as POLAR4 quintiles 1 or 2. We recommend students check 
this here before applying, by entering their postcode here and checking 'POLAR4 Quintile'. 

 When is the summer school: 16th-19th August. The current plan is still to run this as a 
residential in Cambridge, but if this is not possible due to Covid-19 there will be an online 
programme instead. 

How to apply: More information and the application form can be found here. Students 
must apply by 28th May. For any questions, contact Ellie Wood at access@christs.cam.ac.uk 

Year 11 to 12 Transitional Resources  

Resources for a wide variety of A level subjects are now posted for Y11 students in the transitions 
section of our website. To see those materials, visit: https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/
admissions/transition-communication-years-7-and-11  

Vulnerable children of all year groups continue to be expected and encouraged to attend     
educational provision where it is appropriate for them to do so. For further information,   
children of key workers and those classified as vulnerable should contact:                             
dmacpherson@arkgreenwich.org. 

Hall of Fame Nominations 

In preparation for prize evening, next academic year, we would like to ask for any            
nominations for the hall of fame. The hall of fame is one of the most prestigious rewards a 
student can obtain and leave their legacy. The criteria for being awarded a place in the hall 
of fame includes: 

- National or regional representation or winner of a competition/project 

- Attained 3 or more GCSE grade 9's 

- Obtained a place in an Oxbridge university 

- Received the Connor Pearce award 

- Achieved a scholarship or qualification to the highest accolade  

If you would like to make a nomination, please complete the following link: 

 https://tinyurl.com/AGFShalloffame2020 

Year 7-10 Pastoral Reports will be sent home next week.                    

Please be on the lookout for these in your mailbox.  

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/search-by-postcode/
https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/lpn-summer-school
mailto:access@christs.cam.ac.uk
https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/admissions/transition-communication-years-7-and-11
https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/admissions/transition-communication-years-7-and-11
mailto:dmacpherson@arkgreenwich.org?subject=Key%20Worker%20and%20Vulnerable%20Children
https://tinyurl.com/AGFShalloffame2020



