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28th January 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are delighted to announce that Ark Greenwich Free School are offering all current Year 8 (2020/2021 

Year 9) students the opportunity to sign up for the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. The Award 

scheme will begin as your child enters Year 9.  The Duke of Edinburgh is widely acknowledged as the 

world’s leading achievement award for young people and is an excellent opportunity for students to gain 

formal recognition of the skills and attributes they display outside of the classroom.   

As we are aware, good academic grades are vital if our students are to succeed in the future, but these 

grades alone will not be enough, especially if they want to compete for the best university places and for 

the best jobs.  Our students need to start thinking about how they can show future universities and 

employers that they are a well-rounded person with job-ready skills and experiences. 

Signing up for the award does not guarantee a pass; indeed, the pass rates at many institutions often fall 

below 50%.  It is therefore important that before signing up to this award, students understand the level of 

commitment and hard work required to pass. It is also important to point out that students who are not 

making enough progress or are not putting in sufficient effort to complete the award will be removed from 

the programme. 

In short, the award is split into four sections:  

• Skill - undertaking service to individuals or the community. 

• Volunteering/Service - developing practical and social skills and personal interests 

• Physical Activity - improving in an area of sport, dance or fitness activity. 

• Expedition - planning, training for and completion of an adventurous journey in the UK. 

Students will complete the first three sections over a three-month period. Then, they will select one of 

these sections that they have particularly enjoyed and follow it for a further three months.  The expedition 

section is completed after Easter and full training is given for this aspect of the award.  Students will have 

to give up some time after school in the weeks leading up to their expedition so that they are fully 

prepared for this part of the award.  

Should your child wish to take part in the award scheme, they first need to complete the sign-up process, 
then they will be assigned a teacher who will act as their DofE supervisor. This supervisor will guide them 
through exactly what they need to do in order to pass each section of the award. 
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The cost of enrolling onto this course is £100.  This is to cover registration fees with the award scheme, 

the licencing organisation, to cover campsite fees, assessor costs and transport.  Parents must also enclose 

the below form once completed, so that the student’s online account can be created. 

The deadline to sign up for the award is Friday 26th June 2020. Payments can be made by cash, cheque made 

payable to Ark Greenwich Free School, or by bank transfer to the following account: 

Bank: Lloyds Bank 
Account: Ark Greenwich Free School 
Sort Code: 30-92-45 
Account number: 55525468 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you need any further information at aguildford@arkgreenwich.org.  

 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr Adam Guildford 

 

Head of Physical Education 

Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The deadline for all replies is Friday 26th June 2020 
 
NAME OF CHILD: ____________________________________________________ FORM GROUP: ___________  

□ I enclose a payment of £100 (payable to Ark Greenwich Free School) and understand that it is non – refundable) 

and consent to my child signing up to the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award.  

Signature (parent/carer): _________________________________________________ Date:______________ 
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