ENGLISH
INTRODUCTION
Every scholar at AGFS takes GCSE English. It is a core subject and develops
critical thinking, analytical skills, verbal reasoning, written and verbal
communication and creativity.

THE COURSE
Students will study two GCSEs for English.
English Language
English Language paper 1 – Explorations in
creative reading and writing (Fiction), 50% of
GCSE
Assesses reading skills for
comprehension and analysis of language
and structure. 4 questions (40 marks)
Assesses creative writing skills. 1 question
(40 marks)
English Language paper 2 – Writers’ viewpoints
and perspectives (Non-fiction), 50% of GCSE
Assesses reading skills for
comprehension, summary, analysis and
comparison. 4 questions (40 marks)
Assesses writing - Writing to present a
viewpoint. 1 question (40 marks)

English Literature
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel, 40% of GCSE
Romeo and Juliet
Frankenstein
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry, 60% of GCSE
An Inspector Calls
The power and conflict poetry anthology
Unseen poetry
For more information about the course, please click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be a successful English scholar a strong understanding of language is key. This means you will need to be able to
clearly articulate themes, context and ideas surrounding texts, as well as your own interpretations. It’s typical to grapple
with challenging ideas and language in English therefore you will need to be resilient, independent and able to manage
your time effectively in order to plan, research and revise.
What can you do to prepare:
Pre-read the key literature texts (scholars will be given copies for class but can purchase their own, should they wish
to annotate them)
Read widely for pleasure (non-fiction and fiction)
Do practice essays or exam questions on texts you have already studied
Watch the stage versions of An Inspector Calls and Romeo and Juliet

THE FUTURE
Thanks to your newly acquired knowledge of texts, contexts, character and analytical skills (as well as your ability to
articulate with confidence and clarity) when it comes to potential careers, you have a plethora of choices. Traditional
career pathways include:
Advertising
Education
Management & Public Relation
For further information on English, please contact Ms Kane, Head of English

