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Among the highest performing schools in the country (Evening 

Standard) 

Friday, 05 April 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I am delighted to be writing to you for the first time to welcome you to Ark Greenwich Free School (AGFS). 

There were nearly 800 applications for just 120 spaces at AGFS this year, so I would like to start by taking 

this opportunity to congratulate you on being one of the few successful applicants.  

As you already know, this is a school with big ambitions. Our aim is to become the best school in London 

and we hope you are already looking forward to becoming part of this exciting journey.  

There are a number of things that are incredibly important to us here at AGFS. Maintaining our disciplined 

and respectful culture is our top priority because we know that success flows from this. It is vital that 

parents are aligned to the school’s vision and values from the onset as we will be able to achieve much more 

together. We anticipate your full support at every juncture such that we can ensure that your child 

flourishes at AGFS.  

Mx Bowler will be your child’s Head of Year and I have every confidence that she, alongside her exceptional 

pastoral team of form tutors, will ensure that your child receives the best possible start to life at AGFS.  

My advice to new students is clear; work hard, be nice and believe in yourself. You can leave the rest to us.           

In order to keep you informed about the transition process to secondary school and make it as smooth as 

possible for your child, this letter contains all the initial details, so please read carefully. We hope it will 

answer any questions you may have about the coming months.  

Timeline 

Wednesday 3rd July 2019 Year 6 Student Induction Day 08.30 - 14.45 
Tuesday 9th July 2019 Year 6 Parents  Evening  18:30 – 20:00 
Wednesday 10th July 2019 On-site school uniform shop open between 16.00 - 20.00 
Wednesday 4th September 
2019 

First day of Y7 08.30 - 14.45 

 

It is essential that we have all the relevant personal details for your child in order for our systems to be 

updated with your child’s information ahead of when they are with us the 3rd July. Medical and emergency 

contacts are of particularly important prior to this date. We will be writing to you at the start of the summer 

term to collect this information through an online form, so please ensure that you respond to this promptly. 

This form will include consent to our home school agreement which we ask parents and children to read in 

detail in advance. A copy can be accessed through our website here: 

http://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/policies/home-school-agreement. 

 

http://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/policies/home-school-agreement
http://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/policies/home-school-agreement
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Wednesday 3rd July 2019 is Year 6 Induction Day. 

Students need to arrive for 8.30am for an 8.45am start. They will be dismissed at 2.45pm. If your child will 

be travelling home from AGFS independently, please ensure they have written permission with them on the 

day, or you inform our reception by email (info@arkgreenwich.org) prior to the 3rd July. Students will need 

to bring a pencil case, packed lunch, snack for break time and bottle of water with them. If your child 

receives free school meals, lunch will be provided for them. Students should wear their primary school 

uniform and be neatly turned out. Over the course of the day they will meet key members of staff, complete 

team building activities and participate in sessions about our four school values; Ambition, Growth, 

Fellowship and Scholarship. 

If you are not already in receipt of Free School Meals and you receive certain benefits, you may be eligible to 

receive school clothing grants, school journey grants and free school meals. To apply please use the 

following link: https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools. Nationally 20% of families eligible do 

not even apply and we urge you to apply to support your child in accessing this support.  

If you are already in receipt of free school meals, you will not need to reapply. However, please ensure 

you indicate this on your online induction form. 

Birth Certificates 

As part of the registration process we must take copies of all student birth certificates prior to 

admission. Therefore please visit Reception between now and 3rd July with your child’s original birth 

certificate for us to take a copy for their file. All files are stored securely and in accordance with GDPR. 

The Parent Induction Evening is 18:30 – 20:00 Tuesday 9th July.  

This will be an opportunity for parents to find out which form group your child will be in, meet key staff 

members including the form tutor, gain an understanding of how the school operates and talk to current 

parents and students at the school. We anticipate full attendance from parents at this evening and your 

child should also attend.  

Onsite Uniform Shop  

There will be an onsite uniform shop following the Induction day on the Wednesday 10th July between 
4.00 and 8.00pm where you will get a chance to purchase uniform ready for the new term. Please 
complete this booking form if you are intending to come to the onsite uniform shop: 
https://tinyurl.com/Uniformshop2019. We strongly advise that you do not rely on this event alone 
for uniform purchases as there can be long queues which cause appointment delays. Alternatively you can 
order your child’s uniform through our school uniform providers website: www.khalsaschoolwear.co.uk or 
visit their store: Khalsa Schoolwear, 388-390 Bethnal Green Road, London E2 0AH. 
 

Stationery Order Form 

Also attached to this letter is an opportunity to purchase a set of stationery at an affordable price that 

includes all the equipment a student will need for lessons at AGFS. This will need to be ordered and paid 

for by 3rd July so the packs can be given directly to students on the first day in September. Please 

complete the attached order form and bring it with the payment of £13 to our reception. Your child will  

mailto:info@arkgreenwich.org
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools
https://tinyurl.com/Uniformshop2019
https://tinyurl.com/Uniformshop2019
http://www.khalsaschoolwear.co.uk/
http://www.khalsaschoolwear.co.uk/


 

Headteacher: Mr R.Spiers     Registered in England No 7638748 
Registered Address: Ark Greenwich Free School, Adair House, 403 Shooters Hill Road, London SE18 4LH. 

Tel: 020 8319 3692 
www.greenwichfreeschool.co.uk 

 

receive their pack on their first day in September. Alternatively, please see the FAQs attached to this letter 

that contains a complete list of the stationery required for the first day at AGFS. 

We must inform you that there is no parking on site for either dropping students off or attending events 

unless special arrangements are made for disabled badge holders. If you require further information please 

see our website: http://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/contact-us. Please do not in any way use the Royal 

Herbert Pavilion car park or entrance opposite or the BT driveway to the side of the school as it severely 

damages the relationship with our neighbours. If you are a disabled badge holder please contact the school 

Reception in advance. 

If you have any questions or need further clarification on any of the matters in this letter, please contact the 

school office directly on 0208 319 3692 or info@arkgreenwich.org. Alternatively our school website 

contains lots of further information to support parents, it can be accessed here: 

http://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/. 

Please keep an eye on our school website for the latest AGFS News, particularly our school newsletters 

which can be accessed here: http://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/recent-letters/agfs-newsletter 

In summary, actions parents must take over the summer term: 

1) Bring birth certificate to AGFS reception  

2) Purchase uniform and stationery  

3) Add key dates to your calendar  

 

We look forward to meeting you at the induction day and getting to know you over the coming months.  

Kind regards, 

 

 

Mr R Spiers 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

http://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/contact-us
mailto:info@arkgreenwich.org
mailto:info@arkgreenwich.org
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http://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/recent-letters/agfs-newsletter
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AGFS Year 7 2019/20 – Frequently Asked Questions 

When is the first day of school? 

Year 7 start at school from the summer break on Wednesday 4th September 2019. 

What are the timings of the school day? 

The school gates open at 7:50am and students are expected to be at school by 8:15am at the latest. The 

school day finished at 4:00pm on Monday to Wednesday and 3:00 pm on Thursday and Friday.  

What equipment do I need to bring to school each day? 

If you have purchased the stationary kit this will provide you with all of the equipment you need. The 

stationary kit will be given to students on the first day of school.  For further info see the detailed outline on 

the below. 

What uniform do I need to wear? 

The AGFS uniform; grey skirt or trousers, white collared shirt, school jumper, blazer and tie. Alongside this 

you will need black tights or socks, smart black leather shoes and a plain black backpack. You will not need 

your PE kit on the first day. An on-site school uniform shop will be available on the 10th July 2019 between 

4-8pm. For further info see the detailed outline on the below.  

How do students pay for school meals? 

You will receive an email to say a school meal account has been set up for your student. This will allow you 

to top up your students balance online. On the first day of school we will show students how to set up this 

account. If you have not received information regarding your students account before the first day of school 

then send them to school with money and we will set this up on the day. A balanced meal costs £2.80. No 

student will go hungry and fresh bread and salad is available. If there are issues with Lunch accounts please 

continue to send you student in to school with cash and they can pay this into their account via our on 

school cash loaders.  

How can I contact the school? 

If you need to contact the school before over the summer please use the info@arkgreenwich.org email or 

call 020 83193692. Please be aware that staff are not in school every day over the summer break (from July 

19th) so their maybe a delay in getting back to you.  

What work can students complete over the summer? 

Students will receive a booklet of work to complete on their induction day – Wednesday 3rd of July. This will 

include a Careers, Maths, English and Science task. This should take no more than 6 hours over the six 

weeks.  
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UNIFORM 

AGFS has a traditional uniform that is strictly enforced. We believe that wearing the correct school uniform 
in the correct manner is one of the many ways in which our students can demonstrate pride in themselves 
and in their school. 
 
Parents have the responsibility to ensure that pupils have correct uniform at all times and to replace items 
lost or damaged within a reasonable time frame in negotiation with the school. Replacements will be provided 
until this time where possible.  
 

Item Girls Boys 
Outdoor 
Clothing 

All outdoor clothing must be Black or blue 
with no logos. Hooded sweatshirts are not 
allowed as outerwear.  
Plain reflective bands may be worn for safety 
reasons on the arm or the school bag.  

All outdoor clothing must be black or blue 
with no logos. Hooded sweatshirts are not 
allowed as outerwear.  
Plain reflective bands may be worn for safety 
reasons on the arm or the school bag. 

Blazer School blazer with logo on the pocket  
There will be no badges, broaches pinned or 
sewn onto the school uniform. 
 

School blazer with logo on the pocket 
There will be no badges, broaches pinned or 
sewn onto the school uniform.  

Shirt White school shirt (short-sleeve for Summer) White school shirt (short-sleeve for Summer) 
Tie School tie – tie length must reach the waist 

band of trousers or skirt 
 

School tie - tie length must reach the waist 
band of trousers 
 
 

Jumper School jumper (grey with blue piping) (this is 
an optional item and pupils are not expected 
to wear the jumper) 

School jumper (grey with blue piping) (this is 
an optional item and pupils are not expected 
to wear the jumper) 

Skirt or 
Trousers 

Grey school skirt (must be below the knee, 
must not be “body-con”) OR grey school 
trousers  

Grey school trousers  

Socks or 
opaque 
tights 

Must be black. These may not have a frill trim.   
 

Must be black.  

Shoes Must be black, flat and without logos, patterns 
or coloured stitching.  
Shoes must be able to be polished.  
Black trainers are not allowed.  
Ankle supports (such as those featured by the 
Kickers brand) are permitted.   
Boots are not permitted except in inclement 
weather, in which instance they must be 
removed at the School entrance and replaced 
with regulation school shoes. 
Discretion on what constitutes a shoe, if there 
is doubt falls with the HOY/SLT 

Must be black, flat and without logos, 
patterns or coloured stitching.  
Shoes must be able to be polished.  
Black trainers are not allowed.  
Ankle supports (such as those featured by the 
Kickers brand) are permitted.   
Boots are not permitted except in inclement 
weather, in which instance they must be 
removed at the School entrance and replaced 
with regulation school shoes. 
Discretion on what constitutes a shoe, if there 
is doubt, falls with the HOY/SLT 

School 
bag 

All students must have a Plain black, 
rucksack style bag that is fit for purpose 
with a small logo .  
Coloured dots awarded by the school for 
values & skills linked to the reward system  & 
Matriculation badges should be sewn onto 
bags (straps) 

All students must have a Plain black, 
rucksack style bag that is fit for 
purpose with a small logo.  
Coloured dots awarded by the school for 
values & skills linked to the reward system  & 
Matriculation badges should be sewn onto 
bags (straps) 
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Badges may only be worn on the strap of 
student’s bag. 
Handbags are not permitted as school bags.  

Badges may only be worn on the strap of 
student’s bags. 

Accessor
-ies 

All accessories (such as scarves, gloves, hats, 
earmuffs) must be in school colours (black, 
blue or dark grey). 
No jewellery (with the exception of the kara) is 
permitted. 
 No Earrings or studs at all are permitted. A 
plain watch is allowed.    
No nose piercings are permitted 
No Tongue piercings are permitted. 
Accessories for hair such as bandanas, tights 
and scarves are not to be worn in any 
circumstance. Only conventional hair bands 
(black) may be worn. 
The no jewellery rule extends to placing 
jewellery items into the hair. This includes 
charms or items that wrap around braids 
strands of hair. 

All accessories (such as scarves, gloves, hats, 
earmuffs) must be in school colours (black, 
blue or dark grey). 
No jewellery (with the exception of the kara) 
is permitted. 
No Earrings or studs at all are permitted. A 
plain watch is allowed.    
No nose piercings are permitted 
No Tongue piercings are permitted.  

Hair Short hair should be no shorter than Grade 2. 
This includes any grading around the sides of 
hair and undercuts. 
Long hair must be well-kept and tidy, and 
allow the face to be seen.  It may be tied back 
if necessary.  
No shaved patterns, lines or unnatural colours 
are permitted in hair or eyebrows. 
Hair must not be dyed, bleached or coloured 
in any way 
If hair extensions are to be worn, the colour 
will be the same as the student’s natural hair 
colour. 
Cornrows are allowed, but must be kept neat.  
Girls’ hair accessories must be plain, without 
patterns and in school (blue, black, grey) 
colours.  No diamante or similar is permitted. 
Hair should not exceed a height of 2 inches 
and the grading must be no lower than grade 
2. There should be no ‘step’ or ‘wedge’ effect. 
Beads are not allowed. 

Short hair should be no shorter than Grade 2. 
This includes any grading around the sides of 
hair and undercuts. 
Long hair must be well-kept and tidy, and 
allow the face to be seen.  It may be tied back 
if necessary.  
No shaved patterns, lines or unnatural 
colours are permitted in hair or eyebrows. In 
addition, multiple lines/zig zag 
shapes/squares/partings that occur as a 
result of plaits or braids are not permitted. 
Cornrows are allowed, but must be kept neat.  
Hair should not exceed a height of 2 inches 
and the grading must be no lower than grade 
2. There should be no ‘step’ or ‘wedge’ effect.  
Beads are not allowed. 
Hair must not be dyed, bleached or coloured 
in any way. 
If hair extensions are to be worn, the colour 
will be the same as the student’s natural hair 
colour. 
 

Make up There should be no visible make up worn at 
any time. 
Nails/Nail varnish: No coloured or clear nail 
varnish is to be worn at school at any time. 
Long acrylic/fake nails are not to be worn at 
school. 
 

There should be no visible make up worn at 
any time. 
Nail varnish: No coloured or clear nail 
varnish is to be worn at school at any time. 
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Uniform Suppliers  
 
Our uniform suppliers are Khalsa Schoolwear based in Bethnal Green. Once a year we host the Uniform 
shop onsite at AGFS, this year this event is taking place on 10th July 2019 between 4-8pm.  
Please complete this booking form if you are intending to come to the onsite uniform shop: 
https://tinyurl.com/Uniformshop2019. Throughout the year, you may buy uniform items directly 
from Khalsa.  
 
Website: www.khalsaschoolwear.co.uk  
 
Telephone: 020 7729 3286  
 
Address: Khalsa Schoolwear, 388-390 Bethnal Green Road, London E2 0AH  
 
A full price list of all uniform items can be obtained from reception throughout the year.  
 

 
  

https://tinyurl.com/Uniformshop2019
https://tinyurl.com/Uniformshop2019
http://www.khalsaschoolwear.co.uk/
http://www.khalsaschoolwear.co.uk/


 

Headteacher: Mr R.Spiers     Registered in England No 7638748 
Registered Address: Ark Greenwich Free School, Adair House, 403 Shooters Hill Road, London SE18 4LH. 

Tel: 020 8319 3692 
www.greenwichfreeschool.co.uk 

EQUIPMENT 
 

There are a number of items that a student needs in order to be able to take a full and active part in learning 
at the School. Therefore all students should pack their school bag with the following items every night: 

• Current reading book 
• Student planner – provided by school on first day 
• 1 clear pencil case with the following contents: 

• 2 black writing pens 
• 2 blue writing pens 
• Yellow highlighter pen 
• 2 sharpened pencils 
• 1 rubber 
• 1 sharpener 
• ruler 
• 1 scientific calculator 
• Glue stick  
• Maths set including protractor and compass 
• White board marker 

• Books/folders for that day 
• Language dictionary in chosen language 
• PE Kit if required 

 

 

 


