
 

3rd March 2021 

Dear Year 11 Scholar and Parent,  

 

Year 11 Update 

 

I am writing to update you on the specific plans in place to support Year 11 in the coming weeks. The                     

below information is based on the guidance available to schools at present and I will write to you                  

regularly over the coming weeks to provide further information as it is received.  

 

8th March 2021 Return to School 

The whole AGFS community is looking forward to welcoming Year 11 back into school for face to face                  

teaching on Monday 8th March. The gates will open at 7.45am as usual, for an 8.20am start. Year 11                   

will be the first cohort back in school. For a reminder of the arrangements regarding the return to                  

school and details of mass testing, please click here. Thank you to the majority of parents who have                  

already provided consent for testing; this is an important component of our plan to keep our                

community safe. If you are yet to provide consent you are strongly encouraged to do so by clicking                  

here.  
 

Our priority will be to ensure scholars feel safe, happy and well at school. They will participate in a full                    

re-induction, spend time with their tutor group and have an opportunity to ask any questions. As                

always, we will adopt a ‘watchful waiting’ approach and we will be ready to support any scholar who                  

may find the return to school difficult.  

 

National process for issuing GCSE Grades 

In January 2021, the Government cancelled GCSE and A Level exams for all students across the UK.                 

There was a national consultation on the process of replacing exams that involved exam boards,               

teachers, parents and students. The objective of this consultation was to create a process that would                

mean scholars could continue to the next phase in their education and receive results that were                

reflective of their talents and hard work. The outcome of the consultation can be found here. The                 

Government published an outline of the process for issuing GCSE grades on 25th January. Some               

details are still to be confirmed.  

 

A summary of the process for issuing GCSE grades is below: 

● Teachers will decide GCSE grades, not a national algorithm. 

● Teaching will continue upon scholars’ return and the decision over an awarded grade will be left                

as late as possible. Full attendance from 8th March is therefore critical.  

● Grades will be based on what scholars have been taught and can do and not what has been missed                   

due to Covid-19 restrictions and school closures. This is the fairest way to issue grades in these                 

circumstances. 

● A broad range of work from the duration of the GCSE course will be taken into account when                  

issuing grades. Grades will not be issued on the basis of a single assessment.  

● Schools may set additional assessments when scholars return to enable teachers to make an              

accurate judgment on what scholars know and can do.  

● All schools will have robust quality assurance mechanisms in place to ensure that all grades               

issued are fair. Exam boards will carry out additional checks on schools to monitor fairness.  

● There will be a limited opportunity to appeal the results if scholars feel an administrative error                

has been made or a grade is not an appropriate exercise of academic judgment.  
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● If scholars are unhappy with their grades, there will be an opportunity to sit the papers that were                  

scheduled for summer 2021 in the autumn. 

● Teachers will not be able to share the grade they have issued with scholars before results day and                  

teachers will not engage in individual conversations about current grades when scholars return.  

● GCSE Results day this year will be Thursday 12th August and not Thursday 26th August as                

previously published.  

 

AGFS Year 11 March to May 

AGFS Year 11 scholars remain in a very fortunate position in comparison to their peers nationally. To                 

date, they have lost very minimal contact time due to self-isolation, they were national pioneers in the                 

use of Microsoft Teams and Google Classroom for remote learning and they completed a full suite of                 

mock examinations in the autumn term. In addition to the regular assessments teachers carry out with                

scholars in class through daily review activities and learning checkpoints, teachers already have a very               

comprehensive picture of what scholars know and can do. Membership of the Ark network also allows                

for additional moderation and standardisation across Ark’s 22 secondary schools, which will help to              

ensure grades are fair and accurate. Scholars should therefore be reassured that the process to issue                

GCSE grades at AGFS will be detailed, robust and ensure fairness for every scholar.  

 

The table below sets out an overview of the next few weeks for your child: 

 

 

The finer details of the summer term plan, including arrangements for final assessments, the date of                

Year 11’s final required day at school and exciting plans for a Year 11 leavers’ event are still  

 

 

in the process of being finalised. As soon as these are agreed, I will write to you again with an update.  

 

The key messages for Year 11 scholars remain unchanged. Scholars should continue to             

attend school every day and apply the characteristic grit they have shown throughout             

this period. Revision should intensify rather than relax. We will do everything we can to  
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8th March 2021 Year 11 return to school, covid-19 testing, re-induction lessons.  

22nd March 2021 Short, diagnostic assessments in each subject to decide the content on the            

final weeks of teaching. 

A copy of the timetable for these assessments can be found here.  
Topic lists for these assessments will be uploaded to Satchel One by 15th             

March. 

19th March 2021 School INSET Day - Scholars are not required in school on this day.  

26th March 2021 School INSET Day - Scholars are not required in school on this day.  

29th/30th March  

2021 

Drop Down Days - All year 11 scholars are required on these days.  

Time spent in subject teams completing non-examined assessment work         

(NEA) 

31st March 2021 End of spring term 

19th April 2021 School INSET Day -Year 11 are not required in school on this day.  

http://www.arkgreenwich.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Yoc3GsAkjlHULDa1-TQMGz6cf8JUeXJyS_Nkt9g32x8/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

ensure scholars get the grades they deserve and they can progress to the post-16              

provision of their choice, but scholars remain the key drivers in securing their success.  

 

Teachers are not permitted to discuss GCSE grades with scholars or parents. However,             

you can rest assured that the process used to confirm final grades will be robust and                

fair.  

 

We are so proud of the grit and resilience our scholars have shown over the past few months and we                    

recognise that further challenges may still lay ahead. Because of the regular contact during the remote                

learning period and scholars’ outstanding engagement in remote lessons, they are in a strong position               

and we are well-placed to support scholars and their families at this difficult time. Please do reach out                  

and get in contact if you need any extra support. A reminder of the key contacts are below: 

 

 

If you have any questions about this information or would like to discuss the plans for Year 11 in more                    

detail, please do not hesitate to contact Mr MacPherson in the first instance.  

 

Sincerely,  

        

Mr Spiers Mr MacPherson Ms Reddy Ms Valibhai 

 

Ark Greenwich Free School  

020 8319 3692  

www.arkgreenwichfreeschool.org 

‘Ambition, Growth, Fellowship, Scholarship’  
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For academic questions Mr MacPherson, Deputy Head 

dmacpherson@arkgreenwich.org  

For support with post 16     

applications 

Mrs Neville, Careers Lead 

lneville@arkgreenwich.org  

For pastoral questions Form tutors in the first instance: 

info@arkgreenwich.org with the message and who to direct it to.  

Ms Reddy, Deputy Head 

sreddy@arkgreenwich.org  

Ms Gainey, Designated Safeguarding Lead 

vgainey@arkgreenwich.org  

http://www.arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/
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