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10th June 2020 

IMPORTANT: Next steps for Year 11 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you are aware, the Government has announced that scholars in Year 10 only can now receive some face to 

face support in school to supplement their online learning. This provides us with an important opportunity 

to see each of our scholars and help them prepare for their mock and GCSE examinations and Post-16 

application process. This is the only opportunity we will have to work with scholars before the summer break, 

so it is of vital importance that your child attends.    

This letter sets out arrangements for our virtual end of year mock examinations. It also explains how 

we plan to facilitate small group strategic planning meetings for scholars.  

Please rest assured that all recommended social distancing and hygiene measures are now 

embedded across the school. Whilst it will never be possible to remove all risks, following a 

thorough assessment and period of testing, I can confirm that the site is ready to welcome 

more scholars and we are very excited to see your child.    

Prior to attending the site for a strategic planning meeting, scholars must read the guidance here: 

https://tinyurl.com/Y11inschoolguidance. This will give you and your child a better understanding of 

the changes that have been made to the school to prepare us for a safe further opening.   

Arrangements for small group strategic planning meetings 

Scholars will be allocated a one-hour meeting slot. There will be staggered starts to ensure only small groups 

are present on site at any one time. There will be no onsite provision for food. Students need to wear full 

school uniform and do not require a bag or any stationery for their meeting. Upon arrival, all scholars will be 

registered and receive a health and safety briefing, including expectations of social distancing measures and 

conduct whilst onsite. The meeting will then be led by a senior member of staff where scholars will discuss 

their ambitions, targets they want to set themselves for year 11, post-16 providers they want to visit and 

subjects they want to go on and study, and top tips for exam revision and refinement. This is an extremely 

exciting time for Year 11 and it is important to take time in reflecting how every scholar can succeed. It is also 

useful for scholars to ask any questions they may have about the important year ahead.  

The following link confirms your child’s meeting slot for Thursday 25th June from 3:30-4:30pm. You must 

also use this link to confirm attendance within the next 48 hours: https://tinyurl.com/AGFS11HMeeting  

You may also receive a phone call from a member of staff to ensure you confirm attendance. 

Virtual end of year mock examinations 

I am also writing to inform you of the arrangements regarding how your child will complete their end of year 

assessments while the school remains closed to the majority of scholars. Given the hard work and 

commitment that scholars have demonstrated during the period of virtual learning, it is important and right 

https://tinyurl.com/AGFS11HMeeting
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that they should be able to complete their end of year assessments and celebrate what they know. These 

assessments will also help subject teachers build programmes of study to reflect any gaps in knowledge that 

may have occurred while the school has been closed.  

Assessment timetable schedule 

The examination timetable is attached to this letter.  

- Year 11 examinations will take place from 22nd June to 2nd July.  

- Lessons will be suspended during the examination period for each year group and scholars will 

complete independent revision tasks in periods when they do not have an exam.  

Please discuss this timetable with your child and ensure that it is used to plan for revision at home, as well as 

preparation for each assessment. 

Format of examinations 

The vast majority of students will sit their end of year examinations remotely. Students who do not have a 

reliable internet connection will sit their examinations in school. If your household does not have a 

reliable internet connection, please contact Ms Gainey (vgainey@arkgreenwich.org) in 

confidence by 17th June to arrange to come into school for examinations.  

All scholars, whether they are at home or school, will be required to join the virtual examination room via a 

Show My Homework link at the start of each exam period. From there, a register will be taken and scholars 

will be directed to a website called www.exam.net, where they will be able to complete the examination in a 

secure environment. This website is used by the Swedish government to administer all national examinations 

in Sweden and it has also been used in other Ark schools.  

Scholars must be present in the virtual exam room at the below times for the beginning of each examination 

period: 

Exam period Arrival Time Start time 

Early morning exam: 08:20 08:30 

Mid-morning exam: 10:55 11:05 

Afternoon exam:  13:50 14:00 

 

Conduct and malpractice 

To ensure the validity of the examinations, they will be held under the Joint Council for Qualifications’ ‘on 

screen assessment’ guidelines. A copy of these guidelines are attached to this letter.  

Www.exam.net has an inbuilt monitoring function that detects cheating and malpractice. Any 

suspected malpractice will be investigated fully. Malpractice will lead to the disqualification 

of a candidate from their examinations. This will affect Year 11 scholars’ predicted grades and 

their ability to make early applications to their first-choice post-16 providers.  

mailto:vgainey@arkgreenwich.org
http://www.exam.net/
http://www.exam.net/


 

 
Headteacher: Mr Rhys D.R. Spiers 

Registered Address: Ark Greenwich Free School, Adair House, 403 Shooters Hill Road, London SE18 4LH 
www.arkgreenwichfreeschool.org 

Telephone: 0208 319 3692 

Revision advice and guidance 

We have managed to condense effective revision techniques into four areas, and if these are completed 

regularly and to a good standard, this will support your child’s revision: 

1. Use the ‘learn’ and ‘test’ function on Quizlet for each subject to ensure you have a secure grasp of the 
core knowledge that will be tested. Please refer to your quizlet account. 
 

2. Repeat the extended writing/practice activities that you have completed in class since the beginning 
of the year without looking at your notes. Compare how well you did against your original piece of 
work. 

3. Ensure you have responded to all teacher feedback in your exercise book, all classwork, and homework 
tasks have been completed to a very good standard.  

4. For Year 11 only, use your personalised learning checklist from the spring term and focus on the topics 
that are identified as red or orange. 

 

Assessment frequently asked questions (FAQs) document 

This document has the questions and answers which are most commonly asked by students and 

parents/carers. We hope that this will answer any remaining questions that you may have. 

A full report, including a personalised learning checklist, and the summer independent learning will be sent 

home in the week commencing 13th July. We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all key stage 

4 scholars on the effort they have invested in their studies and wish them every success over the exam period. 

If you have any further questions about the end of year examinations, please e-mail the school at: 

info@arkgreenwich.org. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr MacPherson  Mr Spiers  Ms Reddy 

Deputy Headteacher  Headteacher  Deputy Headteacher 
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