
 

Headteacher: Mr Rhys D.R. Spiers  
Registered Address: Ark Greenwich Free School, 

Adair House, 403 Shooters Hill Road, London SE18 4LH 
www.arkgreenwich.org  

Telephone: 0208 319 3692 

 

  
Friday 11th September  

 
Dear Parents/carers, 
 
 
It was a pleasure to see all Year 10 scholars return to school in such high spirits this week. I 
am pleased that scholars can return to ‘business as usual’ following last year’s school closure 
and the attention of teachers, parents and scholars can turn to ensuring the first year of GCSE 
studies builds the foundations of life changing outcomes. This letter contains important 
information about the term ahead.  
 
Government guidance states that “it is vital for all children to return to school to minimise, as 
far as possible, the longer-term impact of the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing and 
wider development”.  School attendance is now mandatory for all scholars and this 
includes scholars that were previously shielding. Extensive measures have been taken 
within school to mitigate any risks, such as year group bubbles, sanitising hands when entering 
any classroom, and additional cleaning.  Please see the school website here for detailed 
information about all changes. 
 
September knowledge checks 
To check that the core knowledge from Year 9 has been mastered, all scholars will sit a 
‘knowledge check’ in their lessons next week. Please remind your child to review the 
summer independent learning in advance of these tests so that they can achieve 
at least 80% and graduate into Year 10. Scholars who do not achieve 80% will be 
required to attend academic intervention after school until this benchmark has been met.  
 
Independent Learning 
Success in Year 10 comes from the consistent adherence to some basic study routines. Scholars 
will not be able to cram their way to success and must instead prioritise daily, short bursts of 
varied, focussed study. Scholars should adhere to the below schedule to ensure they are 
completing sufficient levels of independent study to be well-placed for success.  

 

 

http://www.arkgreenwich.org/
https://arkgreenwichfreeschool.org/news/return-school
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In Year 10, scholars are set a mixture of online learning tasks, via Quizlet, MyMaths and 
Tassomai and written tasks. Scholars should use the independent study programme above to 
prioritise their workload. 
 
Introduction from Ms Seaman & Mr Ige 

I was extremely proud to welcome you back this week and to commence the start of our GCSE 
journey in typical AGFS fashion. As a year group you have responded remarkably well over the 
last few months in the face of adversity. You are all about to embark on the most significant 
period of your education, that will shape your future life prospects. Consequently, the 
challenge I am setting you as a year group is to create an outstanding culture that facilitates us 
regularly and consistently celebrating the achievement of all scholars within the year group. I 
will continue to have incredibly high expectations of this year group and therefore it is 
imperative we set the bar exceptionally high.  I have every faith that all scholars in Year 10  will 
ensure they demonstrate the following actions throughout the course of this academic year: 

1. Exceptional attendance and punctuality to school  
2. Completion of all classwork and independent learning to an excellent standard  
3. Outstanding behaviour both inside and outside of lessons  
4. Embrace the core school values, in addition to our no excuses culture 
5. Full alignment with the school’s character programme 

 
Key Upcoming Dates 
 

Date Event 

w/c 14th September 2020 Knowledge checks in lessons 
 
Baseline reading tests in lessons 

16th September 2020 Virtual GCSE Information Evening 

w/c 28th September 2020 English Progress Test in Main Hall 
 
Maths Progress Test in Main Hall 
 
Science Progress Test in Main Hall 

12th October 2020 Launch of work experience programme 

 
Supporting your scholar 
In order for all scholars to achieve their full potential, both parents and teachers must work 
together to ensure they experience supportive high standards. While this is true at all stages in 
a child’s life, consistent support from home during Year 10 is critical. To support 
parents with this challenging job, we have codified what this support looks like in practice at 
www.tinyurl.com/AGFSGreatParent. Please take a moment to read this. In particular, your 
child needs your support during Year 10 with: 

• Managing distractions and enforcing long periods of time without access to video 
games and social media.  

• Believing in themselves and their ability to achieve high grades. 
• Remaining motivated and sticking to the independent learning schedule. 

http://www.arkgreenwich.org/
http://www.tinyurl.com/AGFSGreatParent
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School Communications  
As a school, we pride ourselves on communicating with our community in a succinct and 
efficient manner. We try to minimise unnecessary communications home to avoid inundating 
your inboxes. With that being said, it is critical that parents and carers read the weekly parent 
bulletin sent on Fridays, as well as individual letters sent home regarding classes, year groups, 
trips, etc.   
 
Texts are sent to make parents aware of detentions and other key details, and all 
communications sent regarding your child (barring detentions) are also sent via the 
Xpressions app. If you have not yet downloaded the app, please review the attached 
document.  Please note, text message replies back to the school go unread and will not be 
replied to. To communicate with the school please call us at 02083192692 or email us at 
info@arkgreenwich.org.   
 
In summary, Year 10 scholars have a busy, but exciting year ahead of them. If scholars do what 
is required of them and receive the right support from home, there is nothing stopping 
them from achieving at the highest level. Thank you in advance for your support of your 
child during this critical time. If you have any concerns about your child’s progress and 
wellbeing, please contact the form tutor in the first instance.  
 
Yours Faithfully, 
 

D MacPherson    S Reddy   R Ige 
Deputy Headteacher   Deputy Headteacher  Head of Middle School 
 
Ark Greenwich Free School 
www.arkgreenwich.org  

‘Ambition, Growth, Fellowship, Scholarship’ 
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