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7th January 2020 

 

Re: Important Update for All Year 11 Parents  

 

Dear Year 11 Parents and Carers, 

I wanted to write to provide you with some further reassurance following recent 

government announcements on GCSE examinations. I recognise that this is a 

challenging and uncertain time for all parents and students, none more so than those 

in exam year groups. However, I have every confidence that our students possess the 

strength of character that will be required to get through this.   

We now understand that schools across England will be closed to all but vulnerable 

students and children of critical workers until at least 22nd February. Learning will be 

moved online and AGFS is well placed to deliver a high-quality live remote provision. 

We have now been informed that formal public GCSE examinations for Year 11 have 

been cancelled. Critically, we must not take from this that there will be no form of 

assessment whatsoever, or that learning for Year 11 is somehow finished. Indeed, 

there is still likely to be a form of assessment across GCSE subjects and Ofqual, the 

exams regulator, will begin a rapid consultation on this next week. I anticipate that 

we will need to prepare our students for centre assessed grades (CAGs), where 

teachers will be required to draw upon a range of evidence to identify the most likely 

grade a student would have achieved had the examinations gone ahead.   

To this end, it is of vital importance that your child does not receive the message that 

exams are cancelled so learning can stop. Students must keep their noses to the 

grindstone and continue to learn and work hard across all GCSE subjects. 

Remember, we don’t just learn to receive an examination grade – learning is 

inherently valuable in its own right. This means Year 11 students should, perhaps 

now more than ever, continue to attend all live remote lessons (starting Thursday 7th 

January) and focus on demonstrating the very best of themselves in the work they 

produce. This will put the school in the strongest possible position when we are 

asked to evidence the high grades that our students need and deserve to be able to 

access the highest quality post-16 provision. Ms Reddy and Mrs Neville will be 

supporting all students will the post-16 application process.  

I will share further information with you as soon as it is received from Ofqual and the 

Department for Education. In the meantime, the message given to students 

must be crystal clear – carry on learning. 

Please rest assured, we will always do what is right by our students – ensuring they 

receive the grades they deserve and have worked hard for. Thank you as always for  
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your support and please don’t hesitate to contact the main school reception 

(info@arkgreenwich.org) should you need us. We are on standby to call you to 

provide further support or guidance if required.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Mr Spiers    
Headteacher  
Ark Greenwich Free School  
020 8319 3692  
www.arkgreenwichfreeschool.org 
‘Ambition, Growth, Fellowship, Scholarship’  
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