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WELCOME
Dear Year 9 parents and scholars,
This GCSE options process represents an exciting stage in your child’s education; it’s the first time you
have the power to decide which subjects you would like to study in more depth. We have designed our
curriculum to give you the very best chance of being successful at university alongside giving you a broad
and balanced academic experience.
As you are aware, at AGFS we believe in the importance of scholarship and academic rigour. Our GCSE
curriculum is designed to enable you to become experts in the subjects you specialise in. To ensure that
you are prepared to study for almost any degree or career you might want to pursue, we have some
subjects that you all must study. You can then elect to study some additional subjects which are
optional.
In order for us to deliver our promise to all of you, we must arrange certain subjects together in blocks.
This is because we cannot have five history teachers or five music teachers. What this means is that you
can only select certain combinations of subjects; this allows us to then build a custom timetable around a
specific set of requirements. Although we are normally able to facilitate everyone’s first choice options,
some of you may not be able to study all your preferred subjects, which is why we will ask you to choose a
first and a reserve choice.
Choosing your GCSE options has implications for the A-Levels you can apply for and the degree you in
turn go on to study at university. However, please do not think that every decision you make now will
influence the rest of your life, as this is not the case. This guide, together with our comprehensive support
process, is designed to help you make an informed choice to ensure you select the right GCSE options to
support you to achieve your goals.
We believe that we are fortunate to have some of the best teachers in the UK working here at AGFS and
that all the subjects we offer are taught to a very high standard; so, you are spoilt for choice. This is a
difficult process as you may not get to take every subject that you want to study, and you may end up
needing to make a choice between two subjects you love equally. Please note that AGFS reserves the right
to withdraw a subject, if there is not enough interest shown. Where necessary, the school will make a final
decision on subject suitability.
Take the time to read this guide carefully and think about what subjects will be best for you to study. We
will be on hand to support you through this journey as you move towards the final deadline of Monday 7th
February 2022.

Sincerely,

Mr Spiers
Headteacher

AGFS ALUMNI ADVICE

Giacomo Bognolo

Alexi Loizou

I STUDIED...

I STUDIED...

I ACHIEVED...

I ACHIEVED...

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LITERATURE
MATHS
TRIPLE SCIENCE
HISTORY
COMPUTER SCIENCE
FRENCH
FURTHER MATHS
ITALIAN (AN ADDITIONAL SUBJECT)

EIGHT GRADE 9S
TWO A*S
ONE GRADE 8

MY ADVICE...
First, be tactical. If you’re unsure of what you want to study
at post-16 level or potentially at university then make sure
you keep your options wide by choosing a range of GCSEs
which aren’t all from one type of subject (such as all
humanities). Second, if you do know what you want to
study later on, then make sure you don’t narrow your
options too much. For example, if you want to study a
science at A Level you should do Triple Science GCSE;
likewise, if you want to study history at A Level you should
do History GCSE. Potentially think even further than
College or Sixth Form level study. If you want to study
Medicine at university then make sure you do Triple
Science so you can study Chemistry at A Level. You need
to make sure that you aren’t prohibiting yourself from
studying something later on by choosing the wrong GCSEs
now, so make sure to check with the course providers
who you think you may end up applying to, such as
colleges and sixth forms. My final piece of advice is
unfortunately cliché: choose the GCSEs you enjoy the
most. If you don’t enjoy it now, you’re unlikely to want to
study it further after GCSE, so what’s the point in choosing
something you’ll find boring over something you’ll really
enjoy.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LITERATURE
MATHS
COMBINED SCIENCE
GEOGRAPHY
COMPUTER SCIENCE
FRENCH
ART

FOUR GRADE 8S,
A DISTINCTION
THREE GRADE 7S
ONE GRADE 5

MY ADVICE...
Firstly, stay calm! Try not to get too stressed out
about choosing your subjects, I’m sure lots of other
people are in the same boat. Whilst staying calm is
very important, I’d argue the most important part of
picking your subjects is seeing if you’re truly
passionate about it. When deciding, make sure you
think: “Do I really enjoy this subject?”, “Do I want to
learn more about it?” Don’t pick a subject just
because it's “easy” or just because you want to be
with your friends, pick the subject because you
genuinely enjoy it! Trust me, in two years when you
get your GCSE results, your passion for a subject will
be reflected in your grade.

COURSE TYPES

INTRODUCTION

COURSE TYPES
AGFS scholars work towards the highly academic and rigorous qualification of GCSE.
The General Certificate of Secondary Education is primarily an exam-based qualification, which may include some nonexamined assessments (NEA), depending on the nature of the subject. All GCSE examinations are taken at the end of the
course, using the numbers 9 – 1 instead of A*-G as a grade.

THE ENGLISH BACCAL AUREAT E
In year 10, all scholars will continue to study a broad range of subjects. The curriculum has been carefully engineered to
enable all scholars to achieve the English Baccalaureate.
The EBacc route is a combination of five subjects that help keep pathways open for scholars at post-16 and beyond, they
include:
Mathematics
MFL- French or Spanish
English Language
Science; Triple or Combined
History or Geography
English Literature

CHOOSING THE SPECIAL ISMS
Scholars need to select six specialisms (three of these will be reserve choices) from the options listed below in order of
preference. We will do our very best to give scholars their first choice of specialisms, but choosing six specialisms
enables us to know which other options scholars would like to study, where courses are full/combinations are not
possible.
Geography
Religious Studies
Art, Design & Technology
History
Science - Triple or Combined
Computer Science
Music
Statistics
Drama
Physical Education

HOW DO I HELP MY CHI L D TO SEL ECT THE R IGHT SPECIALI S M S ?
We have given your child guidance on how to choose and how not to choose their specialism. We’ve advised them to
think about the subject they feel successful and motivated in. We want them to make informed choices, rather than
selecting specialisms based on their teachers or friends. We are encouraging scholars to discuss their options with you
and to be mature, listening carefully to your opinions.
Your child will have had the process explained to them in the online ‘Y9 Curriculum Choices Launch’ event. A
link to the recording can be found here: https://youtu.be/9kuacxs9rf8
The deadline for returning your choices is 7th February 2022.
We would encourage you, if possible, to complete the options form online by visiting:
https://my.edval.education/login. Scholars will need to use their unique web code to complete the form.
This code was sent to parents/carers on 21st January 2022.

CURRICULUM CHOICES TI MEL INE
Please find below a timeline of events that have been put in place to support you and your child in the Curriculum
Choices process.

DATE
10TH JANUARY 2022

EVENT
Y9 CURRICULUM CHOICES
LAUNCH EVENT (VIRTUAL)

17TH - 21ST JANUARY 2022

TUTOR TIME WEBSITE WEEK

27TH JANUARY 2022

PARENTS' EVENING (VIRTUAL)

17TH JANUARY - 4TH FEBRUARY 2022
7TH FEBRUARY 2022

INDIVIDUAL GUIDANCE MEETINGS
DEADLINE FOR CURRICULUM CHOICES
OPTIONS TO BE MADE ONLINE

All scholars will receive impartial and bespoke careers guidance from our careers lead, Mrs Neville, during their
one-to-one career meeting.
The Individual Guidance Meetings will provide an opportunity for your child to ask questions about any of the
specialisms or future career pathways. If you would like to be in this meeting and/or would like further information
about careers, please contact lneville@arkgreenwich.org.
During the Website Week there will be a video and pamphlet from each subject area enabling you to find out
more about each specialism.

CAREERS
INTRODUCTION
Are you wondering where your GCSEs will lead you? Are you wondering
what job you could do in the future? Are you unsure what career
pathway to choose? Fear not! AGFS has a proven career provision that
will lead you to success and our careers lead, Mrs Neville, is here to help
you.

YEAR 9 CAREER PROVI SION
Objective
Provide impartial career advice
Provide bespoke career advice
Raise your awareness of different career pathways

Scan the QR code to watch a
video with more information

AGFS Career Journey
Scholars will have a yearly 1-1 career meeting. In these meetings you will discuss your career aspirations and the steps
you need to take to get there.
In Year 9 we will focus on choosing your GCSE option subjects and how these can help support your progression
into sixth form, university and then into your chosen career.
In Year 10 we will focus on finding a suitable work experience placement, which you will undertake in Year 11. You
will also begin to explore where you would like to move on for post-16.
In Year 11 we will focus on securing the best post-16 provider for you.
What can you do to prepare
1. Use START, your online career platform, to explore different careers and complete resources to find out more.
2. Look at Labour Market Information (LMI) which includes:
popular employment sectors, employers and jobs,
the skills required for particular jobs,
the route you take to get into a particular career and
information about job applications and interviews
For further information about our AGFS career journey and specific LMI information, please click here.
Every scholar in Year 9, has the potential to achieve their most ambitious aspirations and this begins now with choosing
your GCSE options.
For further information on careers, please contact Mrs Neville, Careers Lead.

ENGLISH
INTRODUCTION
Every scholar at AGFS takes GCSE English. It is a core subject and develops
critical thinking, analytical skills, verbal reasoning, written and verbal
communication and creativity.

THE COURSE
Scholars will study two GCSEs for English.
English Language
English Language paper 1 – Explorations in
creative reading and writing (Fiction), 50% of
GCSE
Assesses reading skills for
comprehension and analysis of language
and structure. 4 questions (40 marks)
Assesses creative writing skills. 1 question
(40 marks)
English Language paper 2 – Writers’ viewpoints
and perspectives (Non-fiction), 50% of GCSE
Assesses reading skills for
comprehension, summary, analysis and
comparison. 4 questions (40 marks)
Assesses writing - Writing to present a
viewpoint. 1 question (40 marks)

English Literature
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel, 40% of GCSE
Romeo and Juliet
Frankenstein
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry, 60% of GCSE
An Inspector Calls
The power and conflict poetry anthology
Unseen poetry
For more information about the course, please click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be a successful English scholar a strong understanding of language is key. This means you will need to be able to
clearly articulate themes, context and ideas surrounding texts, as well as your own interpretations. It’s typical to grapple
with challenging ideas and language in English, therefore, you will need to be resilient, independent and able to manage
your time effectively in order to plan, research and revise.
What can you do to prepare:
Pre-read the key literature texts (scholars will be given copies for class but can purchase their own, should they wish
to annotate them)
Read widely for pleasure (non-fiction and fiction)
Do practice essays or exam questions on texts you have already studied
Watch the stage versions of An Inspector Calls and Romeo and Juliet

THE FUTURE
Thanks to your newly acquired knowledge of texts, contexts, character and analytical skills (as well as your ability to
articulate with confidence and clarity) when it comes to potential careers, you have a plethora of choices. Traditional
career pathways include:
Advertising
Education
Management & Public Relations
For further information on English, please contact Ms Kane, Head of English

MATHEMATICS
INTRODUCTION
Every scholar at AGFS takes GCSE Mathematics. It is a core subject and
develops not only confidence and mastery of Mathematics specifically, but also
vital transferable skills built through our Power Standards of Numeracy, Literacy
(Key Terms), Knowledge, Application, Interpretation and Reasoning.

THE COURSE
AGFS scholars follow the Edexcel 9-1 Curriculum. The two year Edexcel Scheme of
Work has been analysed and amended to suit the needs of our scholars, including
increasing the maximum level of difficulty in earlier units to
allow for all scholars to make progress.
The GCSE is examined across three equallyweighted exam papers at the end of Year 11.
There is one non-calculator paper and two
calculator papers, and each is 1 hour and 30
minutes long. Units are not tied to a specific
paper each year, but are spread across the three
papers.
Scholars begin their GCSE journey in Year 9, so
your child has already completed the first two
units in the Autumn term - Intermediate to
Advanced Algebra. Completing the course over
three years allows for additional and
personalised revision and refinement time in
order to ensure all scholars reach their full
potential.
For more information, please follow the link to
the specification here.

NEEDED SKILLS

Course Areas
Number: Factors, multiples, primes, fractions, decimals, percentages,
negative numbers, BIDMAS, standard form, surds, error intervals,
product rule for counting and bounds
Algebra: Manipulating expressions, linear equations, graphs, sequences
and inequalities, quadratic equations, graphs, sequences and
inequalities, functions, proofs, transformations, iterations, distance-time
graphs, area under graphs
Ratio, proportion and rates of change: Ratio, ratio in algebraic
context, unitary proportion, direct proportion, inverse proportion, recipe
problems, best buys
Geometry and measures: Area and volume, angles and lengths,
vectors, transformations and constructions, loci, bearings, similar shapes,
trigonometry, Pythagoras, congruence Circle Theorems
Probability: Single event probability, multiple event probability, sets,
Venn diagrams, conditional probability, algebraic conditional probability
Statistics: Types of sampling, average and range from a list, averages
and range from a table, interquartile range, two-way tables, pie-charts,
stem and leaf diagrams, box plots, cumulative frequency, histograms,
time series, scatter diagrams, capture recapture

The best Mathematics scholars combine their mastery of our Power Standards with proactivity through consistent
participation, a willingness to make mistakes and refine until they are masters of their subject, and timetabled independent
study sessions.
What can you do to prepare:
Practise Numeracy on TimesTables Rockstars - https://ttrockstars.com/
Revise KS3 Golden Nuggets and learn the KS4 Golden Nuggets using Look, Cover, Write, Check
Revise Knowledge and Application on Hegarty- https://hegartymaths.com/
Practise Interpretation and Reasoning using past papers - https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html

THE FUTURE
Not only is a pass in Mathematics GCSE essential for many careers, but a Grade 7-9 in Mathematics opens up doors to
Grammar School and Private provision at Post-16 regardless of your career goals. Mathematics A Level/IB Higher Level
Maths are also widely respected among universities, and Mathematics degrees provide one of the highest salaries of all
degree courses.
Future careers to explore: Accounting, Actuarial Science and Trading.
For further information on Maths, please contact Ms Valibhai, Head of Mathematics.

SCIENCE
INTRODUCTION
Every scholar at AGFS takes GCSE Science. It is a core subject and develops
scholars' skills in problem solving, observing and analysing.

THE COURSE
All Key Stage 4 scholars follow the AQA specification. We offer 2 pathways:
Combined Science: worth 2 GCSEs. There are six papers: two biology, two
chemistry and two physics. Each paper is 1 hour 15 minutes long and is
worth 70 marks (16.7% of GCSE)
Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics): worth 3 GCSEs. There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and
two physics. Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes long and is worth 100 marks (50% of each GCSE). Scholars only
qualify for triple science if they have a predicted grade of a 6 or above, 100% completion rates of
Independent Learning and Prerequisite Tests and have a referral from their science teacher. The science
department reserves the right to decline a triple science option selection, based on one or more of the
criteria above not being fulfilled.
Biology
1. Cell biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and response
6. Inheritance, variation and
evolution
7. Ecology

Chemistry
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table
2. Bonding, structure and the properties of matter
3. Quantitative chemistry
4. Chemical changes
5. Energy changes
6. The rate and extent of chemical change
7. Organic Chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere
10. Using resources

Physics
1. Energy
2. Electricity
3. Particle model of matter
4. Atomic structure
5. Forces
6. Waves
7. Magnetism and
electromagnetism
8. Space (triple science only)

For more information about the course, please click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
Scientists need to be detail-oriented, noticing even tiny observations and remembering and recording them. You must
have patience to undergo the years of work that might be required to make a discovery in a scientific field. Being openminded is crucial for successful people in science careers. A good scientist will accept whatever outcome his or her work
has and not try to force the results into a preformed opinion. A scientist also has good ethics and will not give false
results or shade an experiment to fulfill the expected outcome. He or she will accept the solutions of others, even when
they conflict with his or her own.

THE FUTURE
Thanks to your newly acquired scientific knowledge and analytical skills (not to mention the fact that you’ll now be a
master at problem-solving) when it comes to potential careers, the world is pretty much your oyster. Traditional career
pathways include:
Engineer
Pharmacist
Research scientist
Doctor
Chemist/Biochemist
Forensic scientist
For further information on Science, please contact Ms Byrne, Head of Science.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
INTRODUCTION
Every scholar at AGFS takes either French or Spanish at GCSE. It is a core
subject and develops a range of skills such as communication, problem
solving and critical thinking. Studying a foreign language will teach you
about different cultures, attitudes and values. Language learners are
flexible, take risks and have strong resilience to be able to overcome any
obstacles.

THE COURSE
Both French and Spanish are divided into four main skills: Listening, Reading,
Speaking, and Writing, each with an equal weighting of 25% in the final exam. The
GCSE is divided into five main themes which are listed below:
Identity and Culture
Local area, Holiday and Travel
School
Future Aspirations, Study and Work
International and Global Dimension
For more information about the course for Spanish, please click here.
For more information about the course for French, please click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be a successful linguist there are four essential learning habits you must develop. Learning a language requires time
and dedication and therefore independence and organisation are vital for success. When learning a language it is
normal to face tricky concepts that may at first seem difficult and thus resilience is vital to overcome this. Lastly a
successful linguist is ambitious and makes the most of every opportunity given to them to work on their language skills.
What can you do to prepare:
You have already been working hard on your language skills in your time at AGFS and it's crucial you use this to provide a
strong foundation for the GCSE course. You can find the spec vocabulary list via ‘memrise’.
French: Click here
Spanish: Click here
You can also use https://uk.language-gym.com/ to practise skills and vocabulary.

THE FUTURE
We live in a multilingual, multicultural world. Being able to communicate in more than one language will allow you to
seize global opportunities and will put you on par with multilingual international peers. Your skills in problem solving,
communication and overall increased brain capacity will open you to a wide range of careers. Traditional pathways
include:
Tourism
Translation
Government and Politics
Journalism and Broadcasting
Business
Education
For further information on French or Spanish, please contact Mr Leng, Head of MFL.

ART, DESIGN & PHOTOGRAPHY
INTRODUCTION
Are you interested in drawing, painting, designing things or thinking
creatively? Have you ever wanted to learn how to use a digital camera
effectively or maybe even master sculpture? Are you someone who
wants to learn how to produce a high quality visual or electronic
portfolio whilst studying the history of artists, designers, photographers
past and present? Keen to learn how to manipulate digital images and
use programmes such as Photoshop, create complex 3D outcomes
using Techsoft, Laser cutters or even vacuum forming? If the answer is
YES, then a GCSE in Art, Design and Technology may be perfect for you.
You are going to learn, develop and apply skills which will enable you to
become a creative thinker, someone who is able to both visualise and
build their ideas and ultimately think outside of the box. These highly
transferable skills are prized by employers across a myriad of
professions and positions within any company or organisation.

Scan the QR code to watch a
video with more information

THE COURSE
Component 1: Personal Portfolio
Externally assessed worth 60% of the qualification.
Scholars must work within one of the following titles: Art, Craft and Design or Photography and as such you will make
your choice prior to starting the GCSE course. In either case you will create a personal portfolio of work which
demonstrates knowledge, understanding and skills over time whilst following a theme set by the AGFS Art, Design and
Photography department. This component allows scholars the opportunity to really develop and explore ideas,
research primary and contextual sources and just as importantly experiment with media, materials, techniques and
processes. You will present your outcomes through an A3 portfolio if you decide to focus on the Art, Craft and Design
option or an E- (electronic) portfolio in the case of the Photography option. It is important to note that both options
follow the same theme, process and assessment criteria, will involve highly creative outcomes which can also take on a
3D form. This will afford students from either option the chance to use all of the equipment, software and resources
currently available within the department.
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment
Externally assessed worth 40% of the qualification.
The Externally Set Assignment represents the culmination of the GCSE course as it draws together all the knowledge,
understanding and skills developed in Component 1 for both the Art, Craft and Design or Photography options.
Scholars must present personal responses to an externally set theme, set by the awarding exam board. This
component allows scholars opportunities to further develop and explore ideas, extend their research around the set
theme whilst continuing to experiment with exciting media, materials, techniques and processes, building on their
experiences and achievements from Component 1. Scholars will also take part in a practical exam towards the end of
their Component 2 study – where they will be expected to produce a highly effective outcome from their preferred
techniques and skills mastered over the 2 years of the GCSE course.
For more information about the course, please click here.

ART, DESIGN & PHOTOGRAPHY
NEEDED SKILLS
To be successful, you will need a deep and thorough understanding
of artists, designers, photographers and their associated works both
past and present. You will need to approach a theme with an open
and creative mind, and be able to adapt and build new and
innovative approaches to your artwork or photographic outcomes. In
either case you will be able to produce 2D, 3D or even digital pieces
and have a command and mastery of many different skills and
techniques whilst creating astonishing works bringing together
elements of art, design and photography. It's expected that all
scholars will experience failure when striving to create highly
imaginative outcomes. However, we will record and articulate these
instances as a journey of progression which will only serve to further
increase the marks awarded. We naturally require that all scholars
display resilience and independence and develop a love for the
subject as they find the most effective methods to express their
creativity.

THE FUTURE

Scan the QR code to watch a
video with more information

Armed with current, relevant knowledge and skills across a host of media, techniques, materials and processes – the
fact that you are highly creative and can think outside of the box, whilst possessing a deep knowledge of art, design
and photographic history – it is safe to say that irrespective of your chosen career, you are going to present as
someone who is highly desirable to any employer. Traditional associated career pathways may include:
Graphic or Commercial Artist
Commercial photographer or videographer
Graphic or Product designer
Artist or creative within advertising
Art, design or photography curator or broker
For further information on Art and Design or Photography, please contact Mr Herbert, Head of Department.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
INTRODUCTION
Are you interested in the inner working of a computer? Are you
someone who thinks logically and is able to solve complex
mathematical problems? Keen to learn how to manipulate strings
and read/write to text files? If the answer is YES, then a GCSE in
Computer Science is for you!
Where else can you learn the skills that are essential for the 21st
Century?

THE COURSE
Component 1: Computer Systems. Externally assessed worth 50% of the final mark. Introduces you to the central
processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system
security and system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with
computer science.
Component 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms, and Programming. Externally assessed worth 50% of the final
mark. Here you will apply the knowledge and understanding gained in Component 1. You’ll develop the skills
and understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust
programs, computational logic, translators and data representation.
For more information about the course, please click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be a successful computer scientist a strong understanding of mathematical
principles is essential. These mathematical principles will be utilised to devise
solutions to complex problems. It’s typical to experience failure when devising
these solutions, therefore resilience and independence are essential
learning habits to success in this course.
Scan the QR code to watch a
video with more information

THE FUTURE
Thanks to your newly acquired technical knowledge and analytical skills (not to mention the fact that you’ll now
be a master at problem-solving) when it comes to potential careers, the world is your oyster. Traditional career
pathways include:
Finance
Cybersecurity
Programmer

For further information on Computer Science, please contact Mrs Valibhai, Head of Computing.

DRAMA
INTRODUCTION
GCSE drama inspires your creativity and confidence, allowing you
to develop a deep connection with your peers. It is a subject with a
practical focus at heart, giving you the opportunity to explore
theatre, making decisions as a performer, director and designer. So
if you have bundles of confidence, class yourself as hard working
and determined, and you’re willing to think outside the box - this
subject will give you the creative outlet you need!

THE COURSE
Component 1: Devising
Internally assessed worth 40% of the qualification (10% practical, 30% written)
This unit gives you the freedom to create your own piece of theater based on a provided stimulus, in a small group
of 3-6 scholars. You will be required to document the process, resulting in a 2,000 word portfolio that analyses and
evaluates your choices and contribution to the final creation.
Component 2: Performance from text
Externally assessed worth 20% of the qualification (20% practical)
This unit is completely practical, where you learn and perform two extracts from a published play in front of a live
audience. You have the opportunity to explore how to bring a character to life on stage, just as the playwright
intended.
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practise
Externally assessed worth 40% of the qualification (40% written)
This is a written exam focusing on the study of a published play, and the evaluation of a live piece of theatre. You
learn to understand the decisions made by a performer, director and designer, with a strong focus on analysis and
evaluation of theatrical aspects used in theatre, such as costume, lighting, sound, set, props and staging. These are
explored in both practical and theory lessons and alongside workshops with external theatre companies.
For more information about the course, please click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be a successful drama scholar you are required to have a high standard of written analysis and evaluation. You must
be confident in your ability to be creative and perform on stage. You need to have a high level of resilience, be
independent and committed to working as part of a team- both in your lessons and rehearsals/trips/workshops after
school.

THE FUTURE
Drama is a life skill. Traditional careers would be going on to become an actor or a
director, studying at drama school or working backstage with a creative technical theatre
team. However, it also shows potential employers that you can work collaboratively, are
confident in public speaking and are willing to think creatively.

For further information on Drama, please contact Ms Matthews, Head of Drama.
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GEOGRAPHY
INTRODUCTION
Are you curious and fascinated about the ever-changing world
around you? Are you interested in solving global challenges that are
affecting our environment and society in the 21st Century? If the
answer is YES, then a GCSE in Geography is for you!

THE COURSE
Geography AQA specification (8035) for GCSE.
Component 1: Living with the physical environment
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 35% of GCSE
This component looks at the natural world and the natural processes that exist
with our planet. You will look at how humans co-exist within this world and the
opportunities and challenges it presents us. For example, sustainably managing
tropical rainforests or investigating the impacts of climate change.
Component 2: Challenges in the human environment
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 35% of GCSE
In this section you will study a variety of places such as higher income countries (HICs), lower income countries
(LICs) and newly emerging economies (NEEs). The aims of this component are to develop an understanding of the
factors that produce a diverse variety of human environments; the nature of these environments; the need for
sustainable management; and the areas of current and future challenge and opportunity for these environments.
Component 3: Geographical Applications and Fieldwork
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 30% of GCSE
This component is broken down into two parts; Issue Evaluation and Fieldwork. For the issue evaluation you are
given a problem to solve. For example, managing squatter settlements or resolving conflicts over proposed
reservoirs that might be built. You will develop a critical perspective on the issue and consider the points of view of
the stakeholders involved to evaluate an appraisal of the advantages and disadvantages. The second part involves
carrying out two fieldwork enquiries. One human and one physical. This will involve two fieldwork trips to collect
data to test a hypothesis.
For further information on this course, click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be a successful geographer you will need to be able to think critically and read widely around the subject. You will
regularly have to analyse and interpret a range of different data including maps, graphs, diagrams and photos. A strong
understanding of mathematical principles is therefore essential (especially around fieldwork). Geography is a challenging
yet highly rewarding subject and it’s typical to experience failure when tacking difficult concepts and processes therefore
resilience and independence are essential learning habits to succeed in this course.

THE FUTURE
Geography teaches you key skills required in every industry. Scholars are taught to work
collaboratively, think both critically and creatively, solve problems and debate over a variety of
issues. Universities highly value a GCSE and/or A Level in Geography and is one of the highest
recruited degrees after scholars leave university. Traditional career pathways include:
Law
Sustainability manager
Architecture
Education
For further information on Geography, please contact Ms Picton, Head of Geography.

Scan the QR code to watch a
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MUSIC
INTRODUCTION
Are you interested in creating music? Are you someone who hears a
piece and thinks of the building blocks behind it, how to perform the
music yourself, or maybe even other ways in which it could be
interpreted? Are you keen to learn how to compose your own music?
Do you play an instrument or sing with confidence? If the answer is
YES, then GCSE Music is for you!

THE COURSE
Component 1: Performing 1MU0/01
This component will be based on a coursework assessment: internally marked
and externally moderated, forming 30% of the qualification. Scholars must prepare
a solo and an ensemble performance, which together must be a minimum of 4
minutes. The standard difficulty level for this component is Grade 3.
Component 2: Composing 1MU0/02
This component will also be based on a non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally moderated, forming
30% of the qualification. Scholars must submit two compositions, of a combined duration of at least three minutes. One
will be in response to a brief set by the examination board, while the other will be a free composition set by the scholar.
Component 3: Appraising 1MU0/03
This component will be based on a written examination, forming 40% of the qualification. Scholars will learn about the
techniques in critically appraising pieces of music through the contexts of areas of study and how to express and justify
their opinions and preferences using music theory and musical terminology.
For more information about the course, please click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be a successful musician, a strong understanding of the elements of music is essential. It's common to experience
failure in your journey as an emerging musician, therefore resilience and independence are essential learning habits to
adopt, as you make progress in your instrument. Confidence in performance is also critical.
Responsibilities of a GCSE Music scholar:
As a GCSE music scholar, you will be expected to:
1. Attend weekly instrumental lessons
2. Complete a minimum of one hour’s independent instrument or voice practice each week
3. Participate in KS4 Choir weekly rehearsals
4. Attend the Theory Booster club one morning per week
5. Perform in all whole school events
6. Contribute to the morning music programme in assemblies

Scan the QR code to watch a
video with more information

THE FUTURE
Traditional career pathways involving music include: musician, record producer, songwriter, music journalist. Music
also gives you the critical and analytical skills to take any degree subject of your choice.
For further information on Music, contact Ms Robertshaw, Head of Music.

HISTORY
INTRODUCTION
Why did Queen Elizabeth the I sign the death warrant of her own
cousin? In what way has our response to Covid-19 been very similar to
how the peasants responded to the Black Death? Why did German
citizens elect Adolf Hitler and the Nazis party as their government? Why
did the leader of the USSR, Khrushchev, order the building of a 13 foot
tall, 27 mile long wall to stop the people of East Berlin escaping the
West? The answers to these questions are truly fascinating and will be
revealed to you if you select History as one of your GCSE options!
Our course allows scholars to grapple with understanding the events of
the past in order to help them better understand individual, local,
national and global societies and identities. Scholars will learn that our
society exists as it does due to the achievements and errors of our
ancestors empowering them to see their place and their future in the
world.

THE COURSE
(100% written examination)
Paper 1- Thematic study and historic environment study 30% Medicine in Britain, c. 1250-present: The
Western Front 1914-1918: injuries, treatments and trenches. Ideas about the causes of illness and disease and
approaches to treatment in the medieval, early modern, industrial and modern periods are studied. Diseases
such as the Black Death, the Great Plague and cholera are explored along with a historic environment study on
trench warfare, injury and advancements during WW1.
Paper 2- British depth study and Period study 40% The Early Elizabethans 1558-1603 + Superpowers and the
Cold War 1941-1991. Power, religion, foreign invasion, internal plots, the poor, global discovery and colonisation
are all themes explored during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. The origins of the Cold War post-WW2, the crisis
points including the Cuban Missile Crisis,the Prague Spring and détente, and the end of the Cold War make up
the Superpowers unit.
Paper 3- Modern depth study 30% Weimar and Nazi Germany 1919-1939. Germany post-WW1 and the issues
facing the new government is assessed by scholars followed by the rise of Hitler and the Nazi party in the
1920s. Scholars consider how Hitler managed to establish control and dictatorship in Germany and the lives of
women, children and ethnic minorities under the Nazi regime.

NEEDED SKILLS
History involves analysing large amounts of information, spotting patterns and trends and reaching well justified
judgements. Scholars should enjoy reading historical interpretations and sources and considering how they fit into
historical debates. An enjoyment of literacy and essay writing is important as is high levels of independence and
resilience as scholars contend with understanding the complexities of the past.

THE FUTURE
History helps you understand the actions and motivations of people so lends itself well to
careers such as politics, journalism, media, teaching, police, medicine and nursing, social
work…the list goes on. The analytical skills gained are transferrable to most professions.
Scan the QR code to watch a
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For further information on History click here, or please contact Ms Connolly, Head of History.

PE
INTRODUCTION
Are you someone who loves playing sport and taking part in
physical activity? Are you interested in how our body works to
enable us to complete physical activity and train or compete at
different sports? If so, then GCSE PE is the perfect course for
you. Scholars will apply their knowledge of a variety of different
course areas to the sporting world, and evaluate them. The
course also includes the performance of 3 different sports, and
the ability to analyse and assess them – just like you see from the
analysts on TV! To take on PE you need determination, resilience
and above all else, a knowledge and interest in the sporting
world around you.

THE COURSE
Paper 1: Physical factors affecting performance
1 hour exam, 60 marks available, 30% of overall grade. This includes: Applied anatomy and physiology – the skeletal system,
the muscular system, movement analysis, the cardiovascular system, the respiratory system and the effects of exercise
on the body. Physical training - components of fitness, the principles of training and preventing injury.
Paper 2: Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology
1 hour exam, 60 marks available, 30% of overall grade. This includes: Socio-cultural influences – factors effecting
participation in sport, commercialisation of sport, ethical and socio-cultural issues in sport. Sports psychology – skill
classification, goal setting, mental preparation, types of guidance and feedback. Health, fitness and well-being – health,
fitness and well-being and diet and nutrition.
Component 3: Performance in physical education
Students are assessed in performing three practical activities and one performance analysis task. In the practical
performance, they demonstrate effective performance, the use of tactics or techniques and the ability to observe the
rules and conventions under applied conditions. They are also required to demonstrate their ability to analyse and
evaluate their own performance to produce an action plan for improvement.
For more information about the course, please click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be a successful GCSE PE scholar a strong understanding of the world of sport is
essential. Scholars must be able to apply core knowledge to sporting context, using
correct sporting terminology. Scholars must also have a strong base in sporting
performance, competing or playing sport to a good level outside of school is
essential.
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THE FUTURE
Studying GCSE PE offers numerous pathways into the world of work, some of these include: sports marketing, sports
analysis, sports journalism, physiotherapy, dietician and nutritionist, and sports coaching.
For further information on PE, contact Ms McConnell, Head of PE.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
INTRODUCTION
Should we allow abortion? Whose duty is it to look after the environment?
Does God even exist?
These are just a few of the many debates we evaluate and explore in
GCSE Religious Studies!
Religious Studies provides you with a greater understanding of British
heritage, plurality and values. Furthermore, it’s an excellent opportunity
to engage with contemporary contentious issues and develop critical
thinking. A GCSE in Religious Studies is intellectually stimulating and
develops a religious, cultural, political, philosophical and historical
awareness of the world. Religious Studies is analytical and because of the
skills and content covered, it pairs perfectly with History and/or
Geography GCSE. Furthermore, it also provides a great foundation for
History, Politics, Sociology and English Language A Level.
This course involves the study of two world religions: Christianity and Buddhism. The first part of the course entails
studying these two religions in depth, including their practices and beliefs. The second part of the course involves
evaluating and discussing topical world issues. Such issues range from the function of families, abortion, crime and
punishment, euthanasia and the environment. These issues are explored not just through religion, but how
contemporary Britain views them today. If you have an interest in religion, people and by extension, the world, then this
GCSE is for you!

THE COURSE
Religious Studies A AQA
Paper 1 - 50% Buddhist and Christian Practices and Beliefs
Paper 2A – 50% Thematic Studies
Theme A – Relationships and Family
Theme B – Religion and Life
Theme C – God and Revelation
Theme D – Crime and Punishment

Scan the QR code to watch a
video with more information

To select Religious Education, you do not have to be religious. This subject is not about learning how to be a Buddhist or
a Christian. In a world which is becoming increasingly fragmented, this GCSE provides you the knowledge of world issues
and be more interculturally aware of the diverse world we live in through the lens of religion!
For more information about the course, click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be successful in Religious Education, you will need to be critical of other points of view and be willing to articulate
your arguments both orally and written. Like any GCSE course, being resilient and independent are essential learning
habits to be successful in this course. Fundamentally, you need to be hard working. Success comes through drive and
determination!

THE FUTURE
Religious Education is a GCSE which is flexible and lends itself to many careers, especially those which involve working
with people. Careers linked to Religious Studies includes: social work, education, teaching, law, police, governance and
healthcare.
For further information on Religious Education, please contact the Lead Teacher of Philosophy and Religious Studies,
Ms Belch or Head of History and Philosophy, Ms Connolly.

STATISTICS
INTRODUCTION
Statistics is the Science, and arguably the art, of learning from data.
An in-depth knowledge of Statistics allows people to make well
reasoned predictions about the future and make justified
assumptions as to why things have happened, two skills and have
never been more important than in our current global climate. If
you have an affinity for Maths and are eager to dive deeper into the
subject, then a GCSE in Statistics is the right choice for you.

THE COURSE
The course is assessed with two equally weighted exams. As with Maths,
Statistics is also a subject that has Higher and Foundation tiered exam papers,
with each paper offering different grade ranges. Both papers allow a calculator and consist of a mixture of questions
from the following three core modules:
Module 1: The Collection of Data
Here you will explore how to plan your statistical enquiry, different types of data, the various different sampling
techniques and how to collect your data.
Module 2: Processing, Representing and Analysing Data
Here you will delve deep into the various types of charts and graphs, measure and interpret central tendency,
understand dispersion, look more closely at scatter diagrams and their correlation, identify trends in time series, and
be introduced to quality assurance.
Module 3: Probability
Here you will expand your knowledge of probability from Maths and apply it to a Statistical setting. Specifically, you
will look into expected frequencies, experiment and theoretical probabilities and distributions of data.
For more information about the course, click here.

NEEDED SKILLS
To be a successful statistician, a strong understanding of Maths will be required. You
will be expected to apply mathematical formulae and skills to various contexts in
order to assess and discuss data and conclusions. You will encounter a lot of content
that will be entirely new to you, so you must show resilience and perseverance in
order to succeed.
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THE FUTURE
Statistics lies at the heart of the type of reasoning necessary to make advancements in the sciences, such as
medicine and genetics, and for making important decisions in business and public policy. Potential careers include
data analyst, market researcher, and finance.
For further information on Statistics, please contact Mr Elstone, Statistics Coordinator.

