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Bostall House 
Goldie Leigh 

SE2 0AS 
0208 320 5742/5741/5721 

  Oxl-tr.immunisations@nhs.net 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

Beating Cancers caused by the Human Papilloma Virus 
 

As part of the National Childhood Vaccination schedule, young people are being offered the HPV and MMR 

vaccination.  This is being offered routinely to everyone starting in Year 8 from September 2020. 

 

 
MMR for older children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is essential that you read all the information given and complete the consent forms in FULL. 

Please return all forms back to school reception or email oxl-tr.immunisations@nhs.net within 3 

days of receiving them. 

 

If you decide to decline these vaccinations, please email  

oxl-tr.immunisations@nhs.net or alternatively phone the number above.  
 

If you are not the young person’s parent or legal guardian you will need to obtain written consent from 

their parent or social worker who can legally consent, along with a covering letter. 

 

If your son/daughter is currently in the hospital for any treatment or investigations, we may require a letter 

or printed email which you will need to obtain from their consultant/doctor to ensure it is safe and effective 

for them to receive the vaccination.  This is required in advance of the school vaccination session and 

should be attached to the consent form. 

 

You can visit www.nhs.uk/hpv and www.nhs.uk/mmr for further information. Please note there is a translate 
icon in the top right-hand corner on this site.   Please discuss the information and consent with your 
son/daughter.  

Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccination protects against the two virus types that cause over 70% of 

cervical cancer. However, it is also a cause of penile, anal, and throat cancer including about 90% of 

genital warts. HPV is a very common virus. Most people will be exposed to this virus at some point in their 

lives. The highest risk of being infected with the virus is during adolescence and early adulthood. The 

vaccine gives the best protection if you receive it before you have a sexual relationship and may be 

exposed to the virus. This is why HPV vaccination through the UK National HPV Immunisation Programme 

takes place in school Year 8.  

Public Health England has introduced an MMR for Year 8 this year due to the rising numbers of Measles. 

There is an additional consent form attached for young people who have either not had any MMR 

vaccines or have not had the scheduled two MMR vaccines. MMR is a safe and effective combined 

vaccine that protects against 3 separate illnesses – measles, mumps and rubella (German measles) – in 

a single injection. The full course of MMR vaccination requires 2 doses. However, if you’ve received 2 

doses before 18 months they will require a 3rd dose. 
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If you require any other advice or have any queries you can contact Oxleas Immunisation Team on 0208 

320 5741/5742/5721 or alternatively you can also talk to your GP or practice nurse.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
Dr Naomi Gerson-Sofer 
Consultant Community Paediatrician – Immunisation Advisor    

                                   

Further information 
 
Having the vaccinations 
If your son / daughter is under 15 years old they will need two injections for HPV and MMR. The first HPV 
will be offered in Year 8 and the second injection will be given six to 12 months after the first, but it can be 
given up to 24 months after. If a second MMR is required, this may be given a month after the first vaccine. 
It is important your son / daughter have both doses of both vaccines to be fully protected. The nurse will 
give your daughter the vaccination in their upper arm. The vaccination is recommended for all girls from the 
age of 12 years up to their eighteenth birthday. Girls over the age of 15 years old will need three injections 
at intervals of 0, 1 and 3 months. Boys will only be eligible in Year 8. 
 
Missed your appointment 
Speak to the Oxleas Immunisation Team on: 0208 320 5741/2, we do offer catch up clinics as well as 
catching up during school vaccination sessions. It is important you have the full course of injections to get 
the best protection. 
 
Side effects 
Like most injections, the side effects of vaccinations are quite mild. Soreness, swelling and redness in the 
arm are common but wear off in a couple of days. More serious side effects are extremely rare. The 
vaccine meets the rigorous safety standards required for it to be used in the UK and other European 
countries. See www.nhs.uk/hpv or www.medicines.org.uk/emc/medicine/19016/SPC/gardasil/ for further 
information on side effects. 

Side effects of the MMR can include: 

• developing a mild form of measles that lasts for 2 to 3 days (this is not infectious) 
• developing a mild form of mumps that lasts for a day or two (this is not infectious) 

In rare cases, a small rash of bruise-like spots may appear a few weeks after the injection. See your GP if 
you notice this kind of rash, or if you have any concerns about your son / daughter’s 
symptoms after having the MMR jab.  

 

Please remember to return the consent form via school reception or email to  

oxl-tr.immunisations@nhs.net  
 

If a signed consent form is not received and your son / daughter request either the HPV OR MMR 
vaccine, they will be assessed using Gillick competence questions on the consent form and can 
self-consent if deemed appropriate. You will receive a letter post vaccine via your son / daughter 
advising you of this. 

http://www.nhs.uk/hpv
http://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/medicine/19016/SPC/gardasil/

